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Lima resident Elfiott Rose talks last week at his Lima homs about his experiences
serving in the Army in World War Il and the Air Force in Korea.

Soldier recalls fight
for Ludendorff Bridge
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o MA — As 3 18-yearold soldier

charing, Workd War [I's decisive Battle of
the Bulge, Eliott Rose was pretty close
to unfolding bite of history — so dose at
tirmses, e nearly becams * hirnsali
Tirmes such as March 1845, Hy then,
the Germans’ 3month-old Ardennes
offensive tnto Belpium had oollapsed,
and the Allled forees launched a coun-
teroffenstie. Roses unit, the Army's
#4th Enginesr Combat Battabion,
wis amoang the Americans chasing the
Germans out of Belglum when they
arrived at Laden Bridge In the city
of Remagen, the last remaining bridge
acrosEs the Rhine River. The retreating
Germeans had destroyed all the others
EEELM to thwvart the Alhes’ advance on
M.

“It was & rallmoad bridge, and the Ger-
mans didn’t ged to blow it m time,” said
Rose, now B, duning a recent mberview
at his home In Shawnes Township. “The
Arst therg our s did when they got
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there, they started pulling all the wires™
attached to the explosives.

The Americans hastly set up deferses
and began reinforcing the bridge. All
the while, they fended off desperate
atteanpis by the Genmans — soldiers,
Jet fighters, even a band of scuba div-
ers — to destroy i They also set up
pontoon bridges alongside to transfer
more troops and supplies — good thing,
bacanss the LudendorT Bridge did fafl
10 days later.

Rose’s unit was assipned o make sure
the road to the bridge remained pass-
ahla, They also patrolled the riverbank,
trading fire with German troops on the
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