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HISTORY OT GAMP BREGKINRIDGE
f{AMP BBECKINRIDGE is situcted in the ex'
V tr.-" western pcrrt of Kentucky, 12 miles
from the Ohio River. This entirelY modern Army
c<rmp - desigmed primcrrily lor Inlcrrtry troin-
ing - covers 56 squcne miles oI gently rolling,
brown clcry terrcrin lormerly devoted to cgricul-
turcrl pursuits.

The speed with which Comp Breclcinridge
sprmg into existence in 1942 stcnds as ct tribute
to Army cnrd civilicn engineers. Plcsrs for the
cqrnp were outlined crt Wcshington, D.C., in
August of 1941. Actucl construction begcnr April
I oI the following yecs. An around-the-clock
work schedule wcrs mointcrined during the ecnly
months and within live csrd one'hall months cll
prime conlrccts hcrd been lilled.

On luly l, 1942, the ccrrnp wcrs crctivcrted cnrd
the lirst ccrdremen estqblished hecrdqucrrters in
the brick schoolhouse oI Boxville, Ky., <r com-
munity tqken over by the government crs pcrrt
oI the militcry reservqtion. Shortly therecdter
hecrdqucrters wcrs reloccrted in new cdministrcr-
tive buildings.

First of the hundre& of creqrn-colored lrcune
siructures to dot the Kentucky countryside
mcnking the arrivcl oI the new Army camP were
hospitcrl lacilities, bcrrrcrcks, mess hcrlls, wcre-
houses cnrd olfice buildings, to be followed by

chcrpels, service clubs, thecrters, recrestion hcrlls
crnd post exchcrrges. There cre 14 post ex-
chcrrges (genercl stores lor soldiers), l0 non-
denomincrtioncrl chcpels, live theatres, three
Service Clubs, three guest houses crrd cr lield
house or gymncsium lcrge gnough to encrble
the plcrying oI three bcrsketbcll gqmes simultcur-
eously.

In recdity the camp is very similar to <r lcnge
city. It includes cr spccious hospitcrl, lcrundry,
incineralor, cold storcrge plcmt, motor repcrir
shops, sewcge disposcrl plcurt, live lire stciions,
crll utilities, pcved roads csrd sidewclks, togeth-
er with other facilities.

Ccmrp Breckinridge wcrs ncmred in honor oI
Iohn Cqbell Breckinridge, one oI Kentucky's
outstcrrding sictesmen oI the l9th century. At 35
he wccs the youngest vice-president in history oI
United Stcrtes, presiding over the Sencte with
conspicuous impctrticlity. Ironiccrlly, cr fetr yecEs
lcrter he wcrs ccrught in the Civil War turmoil
csrd eventucrlly distinguished himsell as a Con-
Iedercrte genercl.

Necrrest town to Ccrmp Breckinridge is Mor-
gcrrlield, Ky., three miles distcnrt. Hendersoru
Ky., cnrd Evcmsville, Ind., 24 crnd 33 miles ,anrrcry

respectively, cre the closest Icrge cities.
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