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FOREWORD

The Research Report propared by Committce No. 5 and
devoted to the part played by the Tth Armored Division in the
reduction of the Ruhr Pocket sghould be of consuming interest
to 2ll studonts of armor. Seldom hes an Armored Division en-
@eced in go meny diverse typos of action within such a short
poriod of time. Tho clevon days coverxd by the roport saw the
divieion successively ongaged in: (1) An attack out of a defile
to goin gpece in which to deploy, (2) An attack against a hastily
propored defonsive position, (3) The broakthrough of this position
end, (%) An oxploitation of tho breakthrough which, at timos, be-
came @ mursuit.

Thias roport indicates how the Combat Command type of
orgenization, aided by tho Armorcd Division's splondid communi-
cation gystom, permitted the floxibility in organization which
wag ogecntial to maximum succese in such a succession of rapidly
changing eituations.

I am in full agreocnent with the committoo in ite con=-
clueionz aa to the lossons loarncd from this operation. I do
vielh to ocall attontion, howvever, to one factor which the com-
nittee had no means of cvaluwating, but which I congider to have
contributod in no gmall mecasurc to the cxpeditious complotion
of owr misgion. This was the Corps Commander's thorough undcr-
gtonding of the cmploymont of armor including an appreciation
of the inadoquacy of its Infantry cloementes to mect somc situa-
tlong and its scnsitivity to torrain. Genoral Ven Flcot's pro-
vigion of additional Infantry was timoly and adoquatc. Much
of the dorrain within the Corps zone prescnted considerable
dilffloultics to armor. Accordinaly he insisted, over some
objection by his Infaniry Commandors, that owr division's zone
of actlon be so dofined 2s to includo such of the torrain as
offcrod egome poesibility for armorcd action. This resulted in
a zonc oi action for tho Tth Armorcd Division which snaked its
woy throughout the corps zone, oncroaching herc and there on an
Infcntry division's zonc and, on onc occasion, moving dircctly
cerose tho zonc of onc divigion. This unconventional but prac-
ticil plan paid big dividende when the armor broke loosc for
long gaine in tho oocasional arcas whore the teorrain favorcd
typiccl armored action.

Ag tho Committoc Report indicatos, tho Ruhr pocket wag
dividod into two parte as the action towards its reduction pro-
grosgad, Wo of the Tth Armored folt that we played an important
part in the III Corp's reduction of the northorn half of the
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pociicts Somo of owr long advances medc when the torrain fovored
arnorod cction undoubtedly aceistod the advance of tho Infantry
divicions of tho corpe by tlwocatening the flanks and roar of tho
Germon units in thoir front. On the othor hond, it wae tho action
of the Infantry divisionzs on our flanks which holped us immeasura-
bly ag wo ctruggled through that part of the country whorce our
tonkio dould not menouver. It woc the woll coordinated and wholly
cooporative action of Infantry c¢nd Armorod divisions which brought
about tho finnl satisfactory result.

/e/ Robert W, Hasbrouclk
ROBERT W. HASEROUCK
Mﬁjor G‘Onoral, IUC Se A, (Roto)
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FREFACE

At tho outset, this study was dirccted toward portraying
tho actions of both the 7th and the 8th Armored Divisions in the
parts thoy playod in tho rodudtion of tho RUHR pockot. It carly
boéamo ovidont that tho timo allotted and availablo rescarch
natorials would not pormit a noar comploto gtudy of cithor of these
divisions, go 1t wag decided to linit this otudy to the Tth Armored
Divislon which had a nore active and interecsting campaign.

Tho action of tho 8th Armored Diviasion in its part of the
roduction of tho RUHR pockot ig a gtory in iteclf. It is hopod
thot at gope'future dato a sinilar study of that action can be
undeortakon., It io woll for the roader of this roport to koep
in nind that such a study would poasibly bring to light aspocts
of tho uge of armor in tho roduction of a pockot not considered in
thig work.

In proparing this roport, consideration has boen given
to all mterial nade available to the comitteo by Tho Armored
Scliool and by previous nombors of the Tth Armored Division, As
thoro 1g no published history of thio division, the nain sources
of information have boon after action reports and the nerories
of thoso who werc with the Division during the time of this action,

Inck of deteil in the after action reoports and annexes
thorceto have in meny ingtanccs precluded & well rounded history

to includo material and porsonnel lossos, replacerionts, orders
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isgued, and on ingight into the logistical probleomas In naking

he study tho comittoc did not igrhore those problons, but was
handicappod by the lack of dotailed and confirmoed data,.

The comittec wishos to cclmowledge its indebtedncas to

Major General Hagbrouck and othor formor nerbors of the Tth
Armorod Division who have contributed a wealth of information on
this occtions Thoy have graciously subnitted mapas, pictures, -
ponphilots, and letters with a desire to aid thio work to tho linit,
Without their liclp this ctudy would have been no nore thon an

claborction of ¢ fow after cction roporte.
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

To the military historian World War II was a military
vehicle of gigantic tasks resulting in achieveménts in the field
of military science that embraced all sciences and every pro-
fession. In the military leader was found the culmination of
all these forces. It was he who developed the plans that
placed this vast store of knowlodge at work. It was he who
oxcoutod those plans against the cncmy.

One such plan was the cncirolement and reduction
of tho RUHR aroca by the US First and Ninth Armiece in March
end April, 1945. Tho ultimate success of thie groat opera-
tion wag duc to tho monnor in which the military lcador
at all ochelons of command cxerciscd his responsibilitios in
conduoting tho activitics of war within tho scopc of his
aggligned mission.

Thie study will concern itsclf with the roduection
of thls RUHR pocket and, specifically, with the operations
and . plang of the Tth Armorcd Diviaion, commanded by Major
Gencral Robort W. Hasbrouck, (sce figure 1) as part of the
ITI Corps of US Firet Army. It will atteompt to asscss the
contributlion of the Tth Armored Division in carrying out its

oart of thie assigned mipsion.



Figarc 1. Major General Robort W. Hasbrouck, CG, Tth

Armorcd Division, cheocke maps waile Coloncl Joscph F.

Hasliell, 00 Combat Cormand B, talks over the radio to
it

advanoc JU. units,.

The industrial RUIR arca embraced apnroximately

6000 squaro milee of thickly populated arca. It contained
moat of the heavy industry of Germony. The plan for the

onoiroleoment of this industricl heart of GERMANY wae oon-
ccived prior to the landings of Allicd troops in NORMANDY.
It was included within the meoster plan for the invasion of
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thie gencral plan in offoect. Thoe Allicd armies wore
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directed to cttack east from their bridgeheade across the RHINE
River. five daye loter urmored columns of the US First Army
rolled through the HESSIAN Hills to capture PADERBORN and con-
tnetod drmor of the US Winth Army a2t LIPPSTADT. T..e largest
All’ed double envelopement in modern history had been completed.

Vithin ite grasp it haod trapoed proctically the whole of German

Army Group B and two corps of Germen Army Group H.
In order to establish ¢ premise from which to build
the ctudy of the cetivities and cccomplishments of the Tth
SZrmored Division, certain congiderctlons must first be investi- = .
gated. Those considerations will be as foilowa:

1. Allied Situction, 24 Mcreh to 2 April 1945,

Enphe sis will be ploced on the cetivities of the
IMret US Army and the III Corvs of the First US
Army of whilch the 7th Jamoreod Division wue o part.

2. Bnomy Situstion, 24 Murch to 2 April 1945, The

cnomy situation e was particulorly related to the
netivitios of Germin Army Group B which opposed

US First Amy clong the RHINE and which cventually

found “tsclf onencred in the RUHR pocket,

Alliod Situntion, &l March to 2 April 1945

(Sce figure 2.)
The plan for the cneirclement of the RUHR arcc was

conceived carly in the ware The strotogic importance of the
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RUHR arca waz of such magnitude that tho Allicd High Command
cnticipotod that the destruction of the romeining Germon forces,
cut of{ from this sourcc of supply, would be reclatively c:msu;‘r.2

The original plan contemplated a power crossing of the
RHIIE River north of the RUHR, coupled with a sccondary offcrt
through thce FRAINKFORT corridor in the south. Tho two thrusts
wore to Join in tho vicinity of 1’.’.;318.‘3‘.‘&:1..3

In ceotual practice the scizurc of the REMAGEN croasing
over the RHINE preoscnted a morc northerly point of dcbouchment
{or thc aouthern forcc than had beon planncd. This opportunity
was ulokly aclzed by Genoral Omar Bradley, Cormanding General,
Twollth Arny Group. Tho rcoulting build up of American forcos
in thce REMAGEN bridgchead beocamc o thorn in the aido of the

Germen High Cormend. In ordor to contain the forces at REMAGEN,

Gorman unita wero noved fron tihe north ond badly nceded rescrves
verce committed with resulting weokening of the Gorman RHINE
clo;i‘::n::cm.IF

The ncin offort from the Allied linc wag to occur in
the northe. General Montgomeryts Twenty First Army Group waos
to ottoolk with the British Second and US Ninth Armies to force
crogginga of' the RHINE within thelr sectora.,

On 24 March, Lt General Sir Denpsoy Miles' British
Second J.my, Axpportod by & verticul envelopeniont of the key

terroin in the vielnity of WESEL by the XVIII 4irborne Corps,



cucccoecfully brocched tho RHINE defenseos and firmly socured o
brifpoiends On the same day, the US Ninth Army stormed aerosa
the IEIIE in the RAEINBERG arcc to provide in 48 hours an
Anglo-/nerican salient caot of tho Rhince 25 nmiles wide and
10 nileo decps In cnother two days, the British Sccond Army
had puched out the XVIII Airborne Corpes to HALTERN, and the
nenctrotion through which the northorn pincer of the onvelope-
nent weo to otorm hod boen ro&lizod.5
On the night 29 March, the 24 Arnored Divieion crashed

out of HAITERN and DUIMEN with two combat comncnda ::broar.'t.6

On 1 Loril, at 1530 hours, loss thon three dayo and nore than 60
niloz lotor, the 24 Armored Divislon hed mude contaet with the
couthern pincer at ILIPPSTADT.

To tho oouth, the REMAGEN bridgehocd had been egtraining
forvard., Tyelfth Army Groﬁp ordeored the US Firet cnd Third
Ariileg to gselzo o bridgehead cost of the RHINE River extending
fron tie RUINE north clong the SIEG River to SIEGEN and thence
couth cnd southwost through the lince GIESSEN to HANAU.

Mrot Army was dircoted by Twellth Arny Group ac
followa:

1, Attack vigorouecly fron the REMAGEN bridgchead

to gelze the linc GIESSEN-SIEGEN, SING River to itao

Junction with the RHINE, cnd to clear the cnery within
ito zono.
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2. Bo preparcd to cssiet the edvance of the US Third
Lrry by flanking cotion from LIMBERG on the FRANKFORT=-

VZISBADEN aroa.
)7 Be propared to continuc the advence on KASSEL
aroa,!

US Firot Army attacked fron the REMAGEN bridgehcad
on 25 Moreh with threoc corps abroasts The VII Corpe on the
north, V Corpoc on the couth and III Ccrpe in the center.
Tiftconth Arny Group reolicved First Army of 1to nicoion of
defending the woaot bonk of the RHINE within ito soctor.

The Firot Army ctruck to the egouth initially in order

t0 brocdon 1to boago of oporations, This nonouver and the surrios-

ing <ogaulta acrooc the RHINE on the Third and Scoventh US Army
fronto cought tho Gormona off balancc. By 26 March, the Gornan
forcoca wore conpelled to withdraw ceroos the SIEG River. On

the ocne day, roolotance collapeed on the couth flank of the
8

bricgchend,

3y 29 Mcrch, tho propoced bridgeohecd line had been
recched by Firct Army ageinct weckoning and dicorganizoed cneny
defenoog.  Stiffor rocictonce on the north flank of Firct Army,
in the VII Corpo soctor, indicated that 2 otronger ond nore
otubborn cncrny exioctod on tho left flonk than in the contor or
to the right, Third Army hed progroccod co ropidly that eny
concicoration by Firot Army to preperc to cgoiot Third Arxny by

& flonking cttcck to the south woe no longer necogoary. Tho



sucoccsses of the Twenty First Army Group in the north indicated
the poesibility of enciroling the great bulk of enemy forces
contained in the region east of COIOGNE and DUSSEILDORF.

In view of these facts and this opportunity, the
previously planned continuation of the offensive toward KASSEL
was altered., US First Aimy ordered its corps to drive almost
directly north from their present positions on the SIEGEN-GIESSEN

ine. Corve boundaries were altercd to achieve this turning
novement., On 29 March, tho drive to the north and Juncture
with US Ninth Army was bogun.’

The 34 Armored Division, under the contrel of VII
Corya, attacked on 25 March to seize croseings over the DILL

iver botween DILLENBERG and HERBORN. .By 27 March, the 3d
Armored Division had scizod crossings in that arca and was
fully oxploiting its succcsses. On 1 April, thc Spoarhcad
Divigion had crashed through the defonscs of PADERBORN making
contaet with the 2d Armorcd Division at LIPPSTADT to the west.

The concircloment was now complete. Tho composition
of Torcos within tho US First Army, at this time, was, as

followa: 10



III Corps VIL Corps

25th Infantry Division 8th Infantry Divieion
99th Infantry Divieion 9th Infantry Division
7th Armored Division 78th Infantry Division
lith Cavalry Group 104th Infantry Division
34 Armored Division
V Corpa hth Cavalry Group

2d Infantry Diviegion
69th Infantry Division
9th Armored Division
102¢ Cavalry Group
It 18 of importance to know that on the day the RUHR
wag encircled, III Corps waa in Army reserve. III Corps had
been ninched out between the VII Corps and V Corps upon
approaching the natwral barrier of the EDER SEE and the EDER
River. Thls pinching out was not aocomplished, however, before
the 742 Armored Division had seized the great EDER SEE Dam intact
and crogaings over thoe EDER River. The dam was seized on 30
Marel, from which time until 2 April the Tth Armored Division and
III Corps rested and regrouped in that arca.u There is littlo
doubt that bocausc of this circumstance III Corps was dostined
to be cormitted againet thic pocket.
The Supreme Allicd Commander's plan was now realized.
The groat industrial centor, the RUHR, had been ocut from the
Gorman will to resist. Within its arca a groat sogment of tho
Gorman Army lay awaiting its fates It contained the romainder

of Gorman Army Group B thet had so rccontly lod the German



agoault in tho ARDENNES offensive, and two corpe of German

Arny Groun H that had beon swept into the pocket by tho northorn

arm of tho onecirclament,

Tho completion of the RUHR enoirclement demanded further
conzidorations from the Suprome Allied Cormnandoy, General
Eicenhower's conception of the reduction wae as an overcll
conatriotion followed by a containing action to econonize force
for the contimuction of the drive.to the EIBE River and Juncturc
with the Rusgeian Armies to the east., He statea:

Tho densely built up RUHR arca offered many advantoges

to the defonder. It was ny intention should the oneny
continue to resist to content mysclf with conpreasing hin

into a small arcia whore only a fow diviociono would bo noeded
to contain hin,

General Eloenhower further cormentas:
I have no intention of conducting a bitter house to
houze otruggle for the deotyruction of the RUHR garricon.
It ig o thickly populated region with no indigenous sourcos

of supnrly. Hungor alone certainly will bring about cventual
capitulation and sparc the Allics great nmumbers of casualtics.td

It wao the docicion of the Supronc Cormandor to accomplich
the firat phoge of comprossion of the pocket by squeozing it fron
the north and south agninst the RUHR Rivor and from the cast agalinot -
tho RHIIIE. The RUHR River itoelf provided an excecllont boundary
botweon the Firat ond Ninth Arnfes. To furthor assist in the

coordination of the oporation Ninth Arny Joined First Arny under

Twelth Jxmy Group control.



Tie Ninth Army wag to attack south fron pocitiona along
tlhe northern prong of the onveloping arm with two corps. The
XVi Corpes was to attack south from ite positions along tho
RIZIIT-IERNE Conal and tho XIX Corps striking southwest fron
tho HAMM-IIPPSTADT arca to the RUHR. It was further directed
that tlic XVI Corps was to be prepared to accopt complote respon=-
aibility for the reduction of tho pocket within Ninth Army scctor
whon tho forcoe had advanced sufficiontly to moko cormand and
control feaaiblc for onc corpa.lh

Along tho southorn prong of the cneirclonent, the
Firet Arny prepared to attack into the pocket with two corps.
III Corpas wag ordered to preparc for novonent fron ite present
location agalinet tho castorn wall of the pocket driving to the
weat and northwest, XVIII Airborne Corpe joinod the First Army
on 2 4pril with ordors to preso up fron tho gouthorn edge of the
pockot to the RUHR.

On 2 April, final preparatione wore made for an all
out attaok againagt the pockot.

Erony Situstion, 2k March to 2 April

To adequately decacribo tho Gommwn gituation ot the
tine of tho Allled encirclement of tho RUHR, it is ncccssary
to rotrace the activitica of the German Army to the ARDEIIIES

offonuivos.
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The ARDENNES offcensive was the lagt great Gorman offen-
give of the Western Front. Plancs, guns, tanks and nien were
pooled for ono final cffort to throw back the Allied arnica,
The outeone of the offongive was disastous. The nmorale of
the Cermuiny Amy ouffored irmwecasurably. They had beoon told
of the uboolute necosgity of victory. In their foiluro, the pleas
and the oxhortations toward the final groat cffort becane the
wmilastaleblo proofs of defoats The troops folt, too, that
they had beon betrayed., None of the nany proniscs of air
guphort, of tanks, and of an uninterrupting flow of supplica
hod Doon fulfillod.™ Tko Gorman Arry had been nunerically
and physically weakenod; yot, after the ARDENNES canpaign
and itoc rosulting drain on German uanpower and oquipnont,.

four SS Panzer Divisiona, a FUEERER Cronadior Brignde, a

Fuchrer Begleit BrigaCe, and approximately half of the Volks

artillery Corvs and Rocket Projector Brigades were transferred

to the Eactern Front from German Arny CGroup B alone. The re-
naining Janzor units in this army were withdrawn from the line

-
end plceed in r'cerorve}.lD

In the defense of the west bank of tho RHINE River and
WEST VALL ¢ concept of the capebilitios of the Germon ficld

——— e —— L

forces wis complotely overshcdowed by the dogged determination

-
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of the Suprome Commendor, Adolph Hitlor, to dofond whore they
otood rogardless of wheore that might be.

To requost withdrawal was to request relief amd in-
veotigation. Withdrawal without ordors, and all know that
nonc vog fortheoming, woe prohibited by penalty of dcath.

Ao ocrly ae January, 1945, General Model, the Army Group B

cormxndor rocuested permission to proparc positions on the

cuot bank of the RHINE River. Thoso requests were flotly

rofugcd as being conceived in dofeatism. ILater, aftor the

loce of 2 portion of the WEST WALL and at the beginning of

the Allled offengive in the ROER, thle same roguest was ro-

fusol. Aa late as 6 Mureh, when the front wost of the RHINE

River hod bocn broached in soveral places, an order to with-

drov to the cast bank of the river wue denlcd. Goneral Major

Corl Vizgenor, Chiof of Stafl, Gormon Army Group B, commentod:

Through this blind and obstinato reiusal of the

Supreone Cournd to coneider the osuggestion now conaidered
g0 necoacery, or to nmcke up ite mind to give thisz long
ovorduc order, A GP B arrived on the other aide of tho
river in & boaten stoto, and the encny even beat then to
he onot bank ot REMAGEN. In congeguence of tho cragg
2nd blind obstinuey of tho Supromo Coimiand and its insistonce
on fighting it out on the weotorn bank of the river at
loagt a fourth of ouwr nen, half of our tanks end motor
vehicles, a third of owr artillery, four fifthes of our
signl ovuipnent not to nention ceveral of our lerge food
dwnnag, Toll into the handa of the onemy. When the remnanta
cventually reoached the othor side they found thot no adeoucte
prepurations for defcnse had been mnde. And if the cnony
hod not delayed, &s he did, for a full three wecks beforo

continuing his attack OI‘OCE the otroon, thoro would have
boon no RHINE front to build up in A Gp B's scetor,- X7
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he REMAGEN bridgcohead wag a gaping hole in the last
Cernen defeneive peosition of the war, Group B, goon
dectined to be caught up in tho RUHR pocket, defendod along
# 100 nile front, cxtonding from DUISBURG to KOBLENZ., At
nT1LG, the regerves constituted two divisional rermanto
or lmnpfgruppes with ¢ corbined infantry ctrongth of 600
nen. Fifty Gernon tonks facod the Allied bridgehcad, ond,

in the roncindor of Arny Group B soctor, fifteon tanks werc
18

in recerve.
On the night 25 March, the Allied forcee south of

Arrgr Grous D, facing Army Group G attzcked. A penetration

o thot front was feared, The llth Panzer Division, one

of' the two reserve elements opposing the REMAGEN salient,

weo ordered to the south and was lost to Army Group B, there-
by fwrther weakening the defense of the sector. On the same
nlght, the British successfully crossed the RHINE in the
coctor ol Army Group H to the north,

On i March, the intensity of the Allied activity
increcczed on the REMAGEN front, Contact was lost in the
goutl: of the sector and the comitment of reoserves failed to
cloee the gap. Army Group B saw the approaching critical
dovelorment on its wings and rocucsted further instructions

from tho High Cormond. It reccived the reply to continue to
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defend the RHINE, Contrary to ordors the southern wing of

Arny Groun B bogan a withdrawal to the north toward the SIEG

River. All along tho southern front of the Army Group decpor
penctrationg were roported, but no new mission was forth-
oon’n:; Jron tho highor commnd..-

On tho aftornoon of 27 March, it was reported that
Allicd troops had roached HERBORN in the southern scctor.
On 23 liarch, the Suprome Cormandor again rofused Army Group's
recucet to withdraw from its RHINE defonses., Upon its own
inltiativo, Arny Group B attempted to concentrate forecs in the
goutll in order to closc the gap crcated by US First Army, and

nede plone to pull ite northorn flank south acrose the RUHR

On 29 March, tho following ostimate of the situation
w.g gont to the Supronme Cormandor:

The nission of the Army Group up to tho present was to
provent an oncryy advance across the RHINE and from the
RIOINGEN bridgchead. The nission included tho protection
of the RUHR arca, This nission could not be carricd out in
tho REUAGEN wrea where the oncny has succoecded since 23
Moreoh iIn breoaking through far to the cast and in destroying
tho southorn wing of Amy Group. Sirmltancously the onony
hag suoccoded in erossing the RHEINE along the fronts of both
adjacont arny groups with which contact has boon lost.
Thorefore the RHINE defense of the Western Front can be
gonzidered as broken downs. The continuation of the defensc
of tho river DUISBERG-BONN, which has not yot been attacked,
1z obosurd, ze guch 2 defense could not cven pin down onong
forccs. The situation denands a now nission for AGp3B B.1



The cetimoto furthor statod that a thrust to the south fron
SIOGET wog no longor advisable as it would be a thrust into
onpty space with no objoctive. The cstimate concluded that

it waz the intontion of the Arny Group to attack to the cast
{rori WINTERBERG in ordeor to ocut off tho Allicd colunns of the
US Iirot Army that had brokon through to tho north, and to con=-
tact Gormwn forces in tho KASSEL arca.

Aryy Group was orderod to attack on 30 March, but ite
niggion to defond the RHINE and to guard the RUHR romained un-
changed .

The attack was launched in the form of a neoting cngage-
nont without sufficicnt preparation. After taking MEDEBACK, the
attaeck Dogged down agoingt etiffoning rosistance. On 31 Merch,
tho artillory arrived, but it wee inoffoctive. Tho piccomcal
arrival and cormitnont of German forcoe failod to countor-
balance the roinforcorment of the Allied pooitions.

On the northern flunk, tho ponotration of the Arny
Group H wag procoeding rapidly. On 1 and 2 April, two corps
of that group reported in to Ariy Group B for furthor orders.
They had beoon complotely soverod from thoir comwand, This
new foroc wag placod undor a eingle cormtinder and was dosignated

Grupne Von Incttwitz, O

Thc oncirclonent vas nov conplete, The developnent

of the overall situation overtook all proparations for tho roliof
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of the situation from the outeide. . The condition of the Army
Growp snd the apparition of the main Germen front retreating more

and nore to the east made any attempt to break out an imposaibility.

The RUHR was well suited for defense. It held mountains
ol the medium height. In eonsideration of pulling the north flank
gonth ol the RUHR River the area was naturally protected on three
pideo by the RUHR, RHINE, and SIEG Rivers. According to the
terr:in the main threat to the "fortress” was, therefore, expected
fron thw oast.

An immediate survey of existing stores was made in the
arec, Although the swupply situation appcared to be one of
groving eimplicity as the Germens fell back along the RUHR to
the’r groct arsenal of supply, such was actually not the case.

Yhile the RUHR arca furnished o vast amount of war
motorial, little if any assombly of compuncnts into I'inished
naterial was carricd out in the RUHR area itsclf. Completo
decentraliration of Germen industry dicteted that the completed
perte be sont outside of the RUHR for assembly. This fact
cocounted Ior the difficulty of the German foreces to supply
themeclves from tho croa in which thoy were trapped., It was
ostinutod that therc was sufficicnt cmmunition on hand to
engtain combat for two or throe wecks if therc wore no ma jor

gagogenance .21
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On 2 April, tho roverscs at SIHGEN, WINTERBERG, and
BRIION wore ovidcence that tho Allics would not be content with
a dofonslvo oncirclomont of the Army Group.

Tho defensc of tho arca was mado morc difficult by an
ordor from the Suprome Commandor to hold north of tho RUHR River

at all costs. Gruppo Ven Iuottwitz was shifted to tho cast along

the northorn scotor.

On 4 April, strong Allicd attaeks succccdod in making a
ponotration south of WINTERBERG. Tho 8th US Armored Division,
proviously roported moving oast, had turned around and hed con-

tractod Gruppe Von Imcttwitz.

On 5 April, the US 99th Infantry Division was idontificd
nortimost of SIEG, and the Tth Armorod Divicion observed in the
vicinity of WINTERBERG,

In rccapitulation, it 1is of intorcst to in#pect the
trapped German forecs a little more closely. General Major
Carl Von Wagener makos the following ostimate of the strongth
of Gorman Army Group B prior to the broakout of the REMAGEN
bridgehoad., On being askod to cgtimate tho divisional strongth

of Army Group B on thc 22 March, he states:

On paper, Army Group could tally over 22 so called divi-
gional Kampferuppes, and the figurc of 40,000 ostimated for
15 April 1945 would oqual about four full strongth infantry
divisions. The average ctrength of infantry battalions in mon
and woapons would give the infantry & strength of two to throo
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full divisions. The artillory at tho diesposal of Army Group
would corrcopcnd to that of ton divisional artillery rogimonts;

tho antitonk strength, that of onc normal division; the enginecer
gtroength, that of soven cngincer battalions, Ammunition supplics
at the most wore sufficiont for five divisions in eontinuous
hard fighting; fucl gsupplice wero adequate for from ono to two
divigione., If, eonaidcring these diverse wealkncsescs, onc

ghould otill inoigt on appraising our strength, in divisions
then I would say that the Army Group, in torms of arms and
cquipmont had no morc than threo to four full strength infantry
divigione at ito disposal., It had considerable artillory
agtrongth; but it lacked o body of cxpericneced lcaders, it

lackod the state of training and the fighting apirit of the

old Gormen divicions, and it lacked the eohcsivoncss of regular
divigional orgonization.

Ho continuca with the following gonoral commonto:

eeoTiic otate of treining of the troops was in no way
adoguate. The young roplacement, who did arrive in ever
inorcoasing numbers, had the beet will in the world, but
in rwaot casog no more than four weoka training. They could
not shoot otraight., Thoy did not know how to look after
tholr woapongd....Thoro had not boen cnough practiec in the
ecooporation of all armo,....oldor resgerviste and fathors,
who had, until then boen deferred...were now sent into the
Ariyeesy but thelr lock of cnthugiosm and proper training
wore more of a aindrance than a holp. Algo, their lovel of
phyoleal fitneos wee not up to stendard,..The most eritical
deficienoy was the lack of expericnced junior officers and
NCOa,

Supplios of equipmont wero pitifully inadegquate, for
thero were chortages of cvon basic cesentials. Consideoring
Germany'a situction at the timo, it is understandable that
thore should havo been shortagos of sueh itoms as tanks,
licavy weapona, mortars, and antitank guns. Howewor tho .faot
tiet there wore not cnough rifles or gtecl helmote or hand
gronadeg or machine gun arrunition bolts or gpados er boots,
cven for tho front linc troope moant that 1t woao secarcoly
poogible to rogard thea aa soldiers at all. The hocdquarters
off ZTITI Corpa was activatod in Janwary, 1945, with conly throo
veiiolos and two radio ctations; tho Volks Artillory Corpe
haed to go into battle lacking radio-telephonc oguipment, that
vital link between obsoryntion and firc @ontrol....All units
oxeept infantry wore almbot without hand weapons. On 15
April it contained 300,000 men of whom 40,000 were armed.2d
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Swmory

Succcoo of the magnitude onjoyoed by tho Allied Armices,
following thoir cesault to the ouot fron the RHINI, was tho
culninating roward for tho yoars of Alllod war offort.

On 25 March 1945, tlic power of tho Allicd Aynics had
proggsod into tho heart of Gormany from thoir bridgehcades aeroso
the RHITE,

In cight dayo, o doviation of the original plan had
gucccuafully capitalized on the oituation, and had conplotely
surrounded the batterod Gorman Army Group B. (Seo figurc 3.)

Army Group B found itoolf litorally pinned down to the
nicgion fron which 1t had aought oo cdeaperetoly to bo rolicved,
The nigoion of dofonding the RHINE anC tho DUHR arca. Tho prize
whicli it atill hold was tho incduotricl RUHR; but, its valuo to the
Gorrion nilitary night dininshed as tho nain Gorman forces had
beon pushod otoadily to the oaat.

At boot Arny Group hopol to cxist ag a thrcat to tho
flanlzo of tho Alliod ponctrations on its north and south. To
realizo this threat the oncireled Gernan corrwndor waited in-
nationtly for the period of inactivity that had followed ovory
Allied advanco., The padod prudently utilized to consolidate and

rcorgrnizo,

Theore was hordly a pouse in the atruggle cgainst the

pockot.
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At firet US Firot Army wae contont to consolidate ita
mine Yo tho onst and to push into tho pockeot with the majority
of ite forooa.

III Corpa, of which Tth Armored Division was a part,
waa held in Amy rogorve in the vieinity of tho EDER SEE.

Ag the situation clarificd, it became increoasingly
apparent thot the Gormons wero attonpting to conetruct o now
Cefonzive linc to the cast. It was concludod that furthor
incotlvity in that dircction on the part of Army would jeoparadize
the oucccog of future Army plong,

US Firast Army docided to attack into the pocket and to
the c..at aimultencously.

This docioion by US Firaot Arny carmitted IIT Corps,
ant. ZVIII Alrborne Corps agoinct the RUHR; and VII, ond V
Corpe to the cawt on 5 April,

The following chaptors will bo devoted to the otory
of the Tth Armorcd Division of III Corpa.

4 chepler will briefly doseribec the activitics of the
Tth Jriwred Divigion since its activotion. A build up to the
attaeck into the pockot, on 5 April, will be discugcod in another
chunter with omphceoiso upon planc and orderc pertinent to the
initi. 1 attock of tho Division.

The narrative of the roduction itcelf will be accomplished

by relating the activitics and cxploits of the throo cormbat cormands
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vl thoe Divigion ceg thoy participoted in tho cttack. Tho activi-
tiocc of Combrt Commend A, during the period in which it was
detcchod fron the Divioion, will not be covored.

Tor purposco of the otudy the cttock was brokon down
inte four dictinct phacca. Tho four phases will conatitute
chaptors of the study, and will comprisc, tho following:

l. Crocking the Sholl, 5 April - 8 April 1945.

2. On to the SADVY, 9 April - 11 April 1945,

5« The drive on BECKUM and HOVEL, 12 April -
15 April 1945,

4, Mopping up HEMER ond MENDEN, 1% April -
16 April 1945,

The fincl chapter, or conclucionc can be no nore than
& reecpitulation of the high cnd low spota of tho canpaign.
They con be conpared only generally to the etudied conclusions
of « truo rcgoarch projoct for thoy arc baged on informntion
reonoved fron those foctors of obeorvation and decision which
gonehow nover leave the battleficld.

& study is precontod for analysis, but it ie boyond
tlic seope of the fragnents which have boen cexposed to do nore
thon to ronder o skotch and to allow the roador tho liberty
of Tilling in the shadows to the extont of his own imngination

and. poraoncl oxporionce,



NOTES FOR CHAPTER 1

lRQ‘::»-::x"t; by The Suprerwe Cormander to the Combinod Chief
ol Stoell on tho Operctiong in Durope of the Allicd Expeditionary
Torce, 6 Junc 1944 to 8 Mcy 1945, ¢ roport prepcred by Genercl
of tho JArny Dwight D. Eiconhowor (Wasghington: Government Print-
in; 0Z7ico, 1946), p. T.

2Ibid, pe T
9Ibid, p. 7.
h |

Ibid, p. 96.

’Conquer-The Story of Hinth Arny (Wcshington: The
Infontry Journal Presa, 1947), p. 262,

Aftor Action Roport, 2& Arnorod Division, 30 March
1945, »p. 11, 12,

rl'{cport of Oporctions, Firat US Ary, 23 Fobruory
1945 to 8 Moy 1985, (Weahington: Governnent Printing Office, 1946)
;-_‘5. }+ll

8Tb.o Bottloc of Army Group "B on the RHEIN up to ite
Diccalution, 22 March 1945 to 17 April 1945, & roport by tho
Chiof of ;.Stuff of Arny Group "B", Goner:1 Mojor Carl Wagener,
. 21, 24,

90?. Cit., Report by the Suprenc Cormendor, p. 48.

Orpia, p. 52.

4
l".’si‘tur iAction Roport, Tth Arnmored Division, 5 April

to 16 Jpril 1945, p. 4,

1;0"1. Cit. Report by The Suprene Cormander, p. 105.
l)Cruar:C.o in Burope, General of the Armics Dwight D,

Eisonhowor, p. 398.

1)

“*Roport of Oporctions, Twolth Army Group (Washington:

Governiient Printing Officc, 1946) p.

l)I'LVII Ponzer Gorpo, File 850,38, Docwiont Scetion,
TAS, by Genercl Panzer Von Luettwitz, p. detod 21 Morch 1945,

24



%p. Cit. Bottloa of Army Group B, p. 62.
l?m, Annox, ps xxxvi,

w&fﬂ: Pe 3o

19.1_13_1_-_‘_, Pe 32

20thia, p. T3

“!]‘I_Ig_g_.g_, p. 80.

?":1;1_}_;.(_1 y Annex, p. xvi,

“/Ibid, Amnox, pp. X, x1, xii, xiii,

25



CHAPTER 2
BACKGROUND OF TTH ARMORED DIVISION

In The United States

The Tth Armored Division was activated 1 March 1942, at
Can» Poliz, Louisiana, under the Command of Brigadier General
Lindeay lloDonald Silvester., At Camp Polk it went through train-
ing under the II Armored Corps, and in September and November,
1942 took part in the Texas-Loulsiane maneuvers under the Third
Army. It annexed the name "LuckyY at Camp Polk and was referred
to as "the Imcky Tth" when it moved to California in March 1943
for deszert training. Here it stayed in and around Camp Coxcomb
for Tive months learning to booome a fighting outfit.

In Aucust 1943 the Division moved east to Fort Benning,
Goorgla, for further training prior to moving overseas. The
Division remained at Fort Benning until mid-April, 194k, when
it stogod at Camp Miles Stendish, Maseachusetts., A week there
and the Tth wont to Camp Shanks, New York, whore it stayed until
Junc 6, D-Day in Burope. On that day, the mon of the Division
boarded the Queen Mary in New York Harbor and sailed for England.
In the British Islee dcbarkation was at Greenock, Scotland, on
15 Junc 1944, Then cameTidworth Barracks, Wiltshirc, England,
wherc Tinal proparations werc made for entering combat. On 7
Augmet the Division moved to the ports of Southampton and

Portanouth to board LCT's cnd Liberty ships to cross the English
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Channcl. Tho first shiploads of Tth Armorod Division mon and
cauirment put foot on French soil 10 August 194k,

On The Buropcan Continent

The Tth Armored Division, after landing in France
10-1% Angust, spoarhoaded tho attack of tho XX Corps, United
States Third Army across Francc; it covered ovor 600 miles in
pursult of the onemy in 21 days. It fought Major cngagements
ot CHAQIRAES and MEIUN. CHATEAU~THIERRY was taken and REIMS
cnclrclod. On tho 3lst Aay of August, a crossing was sccurod
across tho MEUSE River, and VERDUN was cnteored without scrious
opposition.

On 5 Sopicmbor, strong rcconncissance forecs were
sent sveeding to the cast., On 6 Scptombor those units reached
the OSELIE Rivor north of METZ and contacted tho onomy in the
vicinlity of GRAVEIOTTE., Eorc thoy met fierce resistance in
the form of artillory and antitank gun fire. The Division
wea coumitted to aceomplish tho tosk ageignoed by the JX Corpg--
the orossing of the MOSELLE River. Aftor an unsuccessful cttompt
Yo ostablieh ¢ bridgohcad ceoreess the MOSELLE north of METZ
and {2iliag to break through the outer porimctor dcfonscs of
the city, the Division, in conjunction with tho 5th Infantry
Divieion, forced o bridgeohend across the MOSELLE to the south
cnd c.eot of METZ, Opercting vwith the 5th Infaentry Divieion s

the Tta Avmorod Division fought to oxtond the MOSELIE bricge-
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he:d in ¢ costly inch-by-inch movement that carricd it to the
SEILIE Rivor in tho vicinity of IONGUEVILIE. On 24-25 Scptomber,
tho 7th Armored Division was rclicved by tho S5th Infuntry Division
and moved north for cperctione ncur ST. ANTHONIS, EOLIAND, At
thle tine, commond of the Division possed from the XX Corps,
United States Third Army, to the XIX Corpe, United Statos Firet
Army.

Tac Diviesion was given the miseion of clcaring cnomy
reglotoneo from the crea west of the MEUSE Rivor in the PEEL
Suinmp rogion. Tho atiuck opencd towerds VORTUM énd OVERICON
on 0 Soptembor. VORTUN waa takon by 2 October, but after six
doys of bitter fighting to copture OVERIOON the Division wig
ro.leved by the British 11th Armorod Division, The Tth then
noved gouth to defond the lino DBURNE-.iSTEN-WEERT wherc, on
€ Octobor, it cume undor the control of the British Socond
hrnyg. The Belglan Flrat Brigede waa cttechod to assiat the
Divigion which wano then in pogition covering 2 30 to 50 mile
Tront on the right flank of the British Sccond Army.

From 8 Octobor to 26 Octobor thore wus little activity
.long tho Divisiont's front othor thnn contact with smcll encmy
nrtrole, MHowever, on 27 October 2 surprisc cnony countercttack
acrota the capels LA DI URIE ond DU NORD took MEIJEL with strong

forecq of tonks and infontry oupported by artillery. In spite
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of hrrd dofengive fighting and counterattccks by thc cntiro
Divinion the cnomy bridgehend wuag oxjended and LIESEL wao
copturod,

At midnight of 31 October, Maj. Gon. LINDSAY McDONAID
SIIVESTER wag relicved oo Commnnding General of the Tth
Arnorod Division, and on 1 Novembor e left the division
thrt e had commended since its activation on 1 March
19%%, Tho Commund of the Division wae agsumed by Brig.
Gen, ROBERT W, HASBROUCK who had commended Combat Cormané B
ainco 25 Soptembor 19hk,1

On 7 November the Divicion, whilc congsolidating ita

vozitiona in the vieinity of CANAL DU NORD, was reolicved by
the 15th Seottish and tic Dritish 5let Highland Divisions.
At this time it roturnod to the southorn part of the province

of LIMBURG, HOLLAND, undor control of tho XIII Corps, United

At tho end of Novembor, the Ttk Armorod Division,
~0%er nocrly 2 month of rest, training, and mcintonance,
woa loented aetride the Holland -Gorman border in the genoral
vieinlty oI HEERIEN, HOLLAID to GEILENKIRCHIN, GERMANY, in
preparation to purticipctc in the Unitod Statece Ninth Army's
drive Into Germany,

During the rirst hulf of Docomber, the Division
neved orat of tho WURM Rivoer wicrce extonsive plang wore
Torimlatod for the scizurc of BRACHELEN, GERMAITY; howover
croention of theae plens weore not posgiblo during this period

ag o111 eperations beyond the ROER River were dependent upon
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the solzure or dectruction of the ROER River dom, south of DURIN.
In Germon hands, this dam could be used to flood the cntirc ROIR
River vclley and cut off or Qestroy any Alliod Forecs thoroin.

On 16 Dogombor, tho ontire Division woe alortod to movo
intoe tic VIII Corpa arca of the United States First Army in the
vicinity ol ST. VITH, BIHO, and RECET. The Division's ctand
at 81, VITH, BEIGIUM, from 17 to 25 Docomber, degpitc continuod
wttaeika of incrcoeing forooity in tho midet of confusion, defoat,
an: wicertainty, throw tie Germen timetoble sufficiontly off
schedule to allow american forces to rogroup, hold, 2nd then
counterntizckse "The otand «t ST. VITH hoe boon rocognized by
botl Gernon and Allied cormondors ag ¢ turning point in the
brttle oo the Bulge."?

Ag the Now Yoor opened, thoe Division was in an
tsaonbly uroa in the vieinity of AYWAILIE ca XVIII Corps
(4irborno) ro:ﬁor*.ro. The Divieion had not ouerged un-
ceatlied from the "Buttle of tho Bulge." 1In spite of roin-
forcerwnta, tho effoctive combat strongth was down to T0%
un ¢flfactive nmodiun tonk otrongth wae 56% of normel., The
Division zbeorbod reinforecrwnts, rchcbilitated personncl,
enG earriod on mtintencnco of vehicles cnd ogquipmont,

On 20 January 1945 an attack was lounchod againot
ST. VITI fron the north. Tho towne of DIIDENBERG, BORN,

onG IUININGET wore taken succeceively in the cowrse of
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the drive, and ST, VITH was re-entered on 23 January. With this
important road center secured, operations were continued to the
gouth and east of ST. VITH until relieved on 28 Januery. The
Division moved into an assembly area in the vicinity of EUPEN,
BELGIULL, and on 29 January was attached to the V Corps.

During the month of February 1945, the Tth Armored Divi-
sion vas bllleted in the vleinity of EUPEN, BELGIUM, as reserve of
the V Corps, United States First Army. The Division as a whole
was never committed during this period, although some of its'
battalions paw action under attachment to the 78th and 99th In-
fantry Divislons during operatione to seize the approaches to the
vitel SCHUAMMENAUEL DAM at the headwaters of the ROER River.
Troining and maintenance were carried on throughout the month.

During the month of March 1945, the Tth Armored Division

1

tooll part in two major breckthrovghs. Operating as part of the

IIT Corps on tho &th and 9th of March, the Division pushod cagt from
the ROIR River to ostablish a defonsive position along the wost

benk of the RHINE River from BONN to REMAGEN. (Sco figure 4.) Tho
gocond major broakthrough camc when the 7th, still under III Corps
control, took part in an armored offonsive intcnded to break the
thin crust ringing tho REMAGEN bridgehcad, ovorrun the rich farm
land to the ccet and north. In four days (26-30 Moreh), the Divi-
gion captured over 11,800 prisoncrs, a groater total than all pro-

vious months put togethor. It overran the northorn half of thec

anclent oOrinecipality of NASSAU: then crosging the LAEN River and
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Figurc 4. Elomonts of tho 38th Armorcd
Infantry Battclion in Germany.

turning north,. ponctrated dcep into HESSE, almost to the borders of
WBSTiTAITZA, (Scc figurce 5.) Tho Tth cemo to a tomporary stand-
gtill on the lugt day of the month after having crossod the EDER
River and capturing intoet the vital EDER SEE DAM.

The firet throe daye of April found the Tth Armored Divi-
gion, undeor IIT Corps, United Stateos First Army, contorod about
thie town of FRANIENAU, GERAIY, guarding the EDER SEE DAM and
the bLridgos over tiie EDER River. At 1700 on 2 April Combat

Cormiend A wes attached to the VII Corps for cmployment in tho
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vieinity of MEDEBACE. The Division loag Combat Cormnd A noved
on b aoril to a now ascembly arca in the vicinity of HALLINBURG-
S.\CHSHDIRGyFURSTEBIRG in preparation for the attack of tho

1T Corva to the northweest to cloar tho aroa bounlod by the

LI0E Rivor on tho gouth and the RUHR River on thc north.

.

2
¢

T N——

Figwo 5. Tthe Aruored Division's Drive
through Gormony.

NOTES FOR CHAPIER 2

1
. “Tho Dofongo of St. Vith, Belagiun 17-23 Doocribor 194k,
4 Historionl Ixanple of Armwor in tho Defonee propared by Rosoarch
anc. Dvaluation Divioion, The Armorod School.

2

after-Aotion Roport, 7th Arnorod Divicion, Septenber
1944 through Moreh 1945,
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CHAFTER 3

PREIUDE TO THE COMMITMENT OF THE 7TH ARMORED
DIVISION. (2 April = 5 April 1945)

The 7th Armored Division, vanguard of III Corps, First US
Army, had ground to a halt in tho German province of NUR-HESSE.
The Tth Armorcd Division had trevelod 148 miles in lees than
Tivo days.]' (Figure 6.)

In front of tho Division lay the EDER SEE and the EDER
River. The great EDER SEE Dam, backing up the largest man-madc
body of water in Gormany, with all ite hydrocloctric power plints,
had been capturcd intact by the Tth Armorcd Division on 30 March.

On tho samc day, clcmonte of the Division had scizod
bridges across the EDER River and worc holding bridgchcads on tho
oaat bank,

':'L‘o the roar and flanks, the remainder of III Corps,
the 28th and 99th Infantry Divieionse, mopping up pockets of
Qneny rc_:aiatanca , had cloécd up to the 7£h Armorcd Division.

IIT Corps haltod to rost and roorganizos The Tth
Armorod Division had becn ordered to maintain dofoneive posi-
tione and to onforecc civilian control in the arca.

On the left, VII Corps swept past III Corps, continuing

in tho wake of its 3d Armorcd Division.
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The pooket had beon closed on 1 April 1945,

On tho right, V Corps slipped around III Corps and tho
EDER SEE and moved abroast of VII Corps in ordor to provide
brezdth to the all important caet wall of the pocket.

Thore was littlc doubt that the brecathing spell of the
Tth Armorod Division and III Corpe would bo bricf. Thorce wag
not a man in tho Corpa that was not awarce of the meneeing pockot
of Gormon forcos to the west. It was oxpected that the cnomy
wae Tully capable of attompting a broaskout from the arca. The
aucstion in the minds of cvoryonc was where, in vwhat strongth,
and wvhon?

Firét US Amy intelligonce roportod that tho two most
likely broakout arcas wero located in the IIPPSTADT-PADEREORN
and tho MEDEBACKWINTERBERG scctions of tho 1lino.®

In viow of this posoibility, US First Army placcd
Combat Command A of tho Tth Armored Division on a threc hour
alert on 31 March, for attacmmont %o Vi1 Corpe in the goncral
eror . MEDEBACK~HALLENBERG,>-

It was cloar to First US Army that major adjustments in
the dleposition and control of its forces worc nccossary.

VII Corps was over cxtonded. It held a linc along
the ontirc southorn and castorn wall of the pocket. . The linc
cxtended from the RHINE River to the point of contact with Ninth
US My at LIFPSTADT.
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Firgt US Army ordercd tho nowly attached XVIII Airborne
Corps to assumo control of the Army loft boundery from the RHINE,
at the mouth of the SIBEG River, along the SIEG River to SIIGEN,
and thenee to the vieinity of LAASPHE.

XVIII Airborne Corps accompliched thie on 2 April by
ageuning control of the 78th and 8th Infantry Divisions of
VII Corps, in placc. The now eorpe boundary ran generally north-
woet from SCHAMEDER to the junction of the HUNDEM and ZINNE Riverc,
thence along the ZENNE to the RUHR Rivcr.h

Aleo, on 2 April, coinecident to tho chifting of control
of the Army loft flank, prisoncr of war information, not only
confirmed that the Gormang would attompt o breackout from the
pocket, but that tho MEDEBACK arocc wae to be tho location of

their attompt 45

Tho roaction was immediato, Combat Command A, 7th
Armorpd Divieion, wag attached to VII Corpa and in turn attached
to the 104th Infantry Division, Combat Cormand A moved out to join
tho 10%th Infantry Division in tho MEDEBACK croc and Combat Command
R wae placed on two-hour alort for attaohmon’lc 49 VII Corpa,

XVIII Airbornc Corps and VII Corpe continued the Firct
US Army cnmroachment on the cnemy pockct..

By 3 April it became inercasgingly clecor to Flrst US
Axmy that no etrong coordinated attompt had beon mnde by the

5
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eneryy to break out of the encirclement in the First Army sector.
His attempte had been isolated and localized.

Of more growing concern to the future employment of the
Army wee the conviction that the enemy was attempting to establish
a defonsive line to the northeast and east beyond PADEREORN,
WARBURG, and KASSEL. He had reacted very strongly against light
preogsure in that area,,

It was necessary in view of these latest develorments
that Pirst US Army movo to the cast and northeast before the
cnemy dould droate a strong dofensive line in this scdtor.
Thereforo, 1t was planred to move in that direction as woll
as to pross the pockot againgt tho RHINE Rivor. 6

On 3 April, a Lotter of Instruoctions was issucd by
First US Aimy which announced that the Arty would attack without
dolay with the XVIII Airborno Corps and III Corps to roducc the
RUHR pookot and would simultancously proparc to attack to tho
cagt with VII Corps and V Corps..

The orders to tho Corps wore as follows: (Figure 7)

1. XVIII Airbornc Corps was to continuo operations

agoinst tho pocket north as far as the RUHR River and to
bo proparecd to rcloaso thoe 8th and 78th Divisions to Army
control, as soon ag tho operation had boen completed..

2. III Corps was to attack in its now zonc of aetion

without delay, reliceving clements of VII Corps as rapidly
ag possible, III Corps was to olecar tho zone botwoen the

LAINE River and RUHR River, cooréinating the attack with the
ZVIII Airborno Corps..
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3, VII and V Corps worc to proparc to attack to tho
‘caot on, Army ordor. 7

Gonorally, it statoed that III Corpe would reclicve
VII Corps, assuming its mission and scctor.

Combat Command A, Tth Armorcd Division, rcjoincd tho
III Corps when tho 9th Iniantry Division to which it was attached -
wag transforred by Army ordor from VII Corps to III Corpae.

Tho Tth Armored Divieion loss Combat Command A wago rcady.

On 3 April tho Division was reclievod of its misgion of
scouring the EDER SEE Dam and ite bridgechcads ovor’ the EDER Rivor
by tho 1lhth Cavalry Group 3 That night tho cwaitod oporations
instructions were issucd,

The Tth Armorced Division wag ordered to move on 4 April
from ite prosont position to an asscmbly arca to the wost in the
vieinity of HALLENBERG, SACHENBERG, FURSTENBERG, MEDEBACK rcgion.
Tho Division wao ordeorcd to preparc to operate from this area into
the south of the pockots

Tho Division closed in an ceomombly broa in the vieinity
of MEDEBACK and propared for the coming attack.

Prior to the movemont of the Division to the now arca,
the 990th Engincor Treadway Bridge Company had beon attached 5
and the 300th Engincor (Combat) Battalion had been placed in

dircot support of the 7th Armorcd Division.?



In further anticipation of the drive to cone, two platoons
of Company A, 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, and Battery D,
395th Antiairecraft Artillery Battalion were attached to Division
Trainsg.

Combat Command B was reenforced by the attachment of
the 3d Battalion, 395th Infantry Regiment, 99th Infantry Divi-

Bion.lo

Field Order No. 19 was issued by the Division on the night
4 March,ll

III Corps was to attack to the northeast on 5 April to
clear the LANNE River on the south and the RUHR River on the north,
clearing all enemy from its zone..

Tho 9th Infantry Division, with Combat Command A, Tth
Armorod Divieion, still attached, was assigned the right or
north floniz. The 99th Infantry Division was assigned the left
or gouthorn soctor. The Tth Armored Division wae assigned the
center sector between the two infantry divisionsi

The initial attack by the Tth Armorod Divieion was
divided into scvoral phases.

Tho first phasc was the agsault with the infantry of
Combat Command B, plus the 3d Battalion of the 395th Infantry
Regiment, attached to Combat Commond B, to scize and sccure

the croa in tho viecinity of WINKHAUSEN.
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Upon the sccuring of this primory objective, Combat Command
R wag ordored to advance along the right of tho Divieion scctor and
Combat Command B the left, pushing through to the Division objective,
the area north of the SAIWEY Rivor. -

Tho ultimate objoctive of the offeonsive action was to
ligquidate tho large procket of Gormons in this arca by driving
through to contact unite of NWinth US Army in the PADERBORN arca.

Contact was established with enemy forces by the lead-
ing elements of the Division at 0645 on 5 April in the vicinity

of the little mountain town of OBERKIRCKEN. 12

Summary

2 April found the T7th Armored Division reacting to the
intelligence that the enemy would attempt a breakout of the
RUER pooket in the MEDEBACK srea.

Combat Commond A was attached to VII Corps and in
turn attached to the 1O4th Infantry Division. Combat Cormand
R was placed on two hour alert for attachment to VII Corpa.

Also, on 2 April, XVIII Airborne Corps assumed control
of the 78th and 8th Infantry Divisions of VIT Corps, clong
the southwestern fringe of the pocket, in order to cnable VII

Corps to shorten its tromendously ovor extended zone of respon-
sibility.
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By 3 April, First US Army docided thot it must nat only
contain, and rodu¢c the RUHR pocket; but, that 1t must also pro-
parc to move to the cast bofore time pormitted tho cnomy to con-
gtruct 2 now defonsive linc in that aroa. Tho doeision wae made
to attack into the pocket with III and XVIII Corps and to move to
the cast with V and VII Corps.

Tho Tth Armored Division moved to tho MEDEBACK aroa on
4 April and preparcd to attack into the pockot to tho weset.

Fiold Ordor No. 19 was issuocd the night of 4 April.

Tth Armored Division loss Combat Commond A with tho 3d Battalilon,
395th Infantry Regiment, 99th Infaontry Division attached, was
ordered to attadk within ite zono to tho arca north of tho
SAINEY River.

“ho 7th Armored Division nttacked on 5 April at 0645
in the vioinity of OBERKIRCEEN )

el

NOTES FOR CHAPTER 3

larter Aotion Report, Tth Armored Division, 30 March, p. 23\

2prter Aotion Report, Tth Armored Division, 5 April to 16
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CHAPTER 4
CRACKING THE SHELL (5-8 April)
(See Figure 8)
0f the twelve days which elapsed between the commitment of

+1, Seventh until the RUHR operation was considered accomplished,
the first four fall into a class together. In contrast to the

tor sallies of the task forces, this phase was characterized
by the slow forward push of a solid front line. The hard crust
presented by the Kraut at the edge of the Pocket forced a methodical
clearance of the hills and vales between his village fortreeses.
It was a quostion of boring through Jerry's shell before a knock-
out punch could be delivered to his heart.

Gouwan Situation on April 5th

Before considering the tactical oporations which, for tho
Seventh Armored Division, got undcr way on tho morning of tho fifth,
let us zive thought to the predicament of the opposition. - The situa-

tion of German ARMY GROUP B on this dato is partially doscribed in

tho following conclusion to a dotailed cstimato of the situation
sont to its higher hecadquarters, OB WEST:

1. The cnemy, under congtant rcinforccomont, is in con-
contrated attack on the RUHR Pocket. .

2, Fighting powor of the troops and supply basis of
Army Group allows continuation of battle for two morc woocks.
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3» Should a certain relief of Army Group not be possible
ineido the next two wooks, it would moan the loss of Army
Group B. A breakout would no lon%or be posgsible aftor the
consumption of the last supplics (cspecially gasoline and
ammunition).

4, Army Group is not in a position to judgo whothor the
general situation domands the sacrificing of 1ts troops for
the protection of tho Ruhr arca, which is, besidcs, cut off
from tho Roich., From ite own ogtimato of the situation, Army
Group B renews its urgont requests for an ordor which would allow
for broaking out of the pockot immediately and for comploto
abandonmont of the Rhoin and Ruhr arca. The carrying through
of this task 18 ccnsidcred in scvoral groups and in various
diroctions.l

The urgent requests reforred to in paragraph 4 above werc rejected
by TFiold-Morghal KESSEIRING, commonding general of O B WEST .2

Tho dispogition of tho German forces under Army Group B
within the Pocket on 5 April 1945 wao a follows: (Sco figuro 9,

Army Group B Situation, 5 April 1945,)

2., Army Group B, commanded by Ficld-Marshal Walter MODEL,
concloted of throc major oubordinate commands:

1. GROUP IUETTWITZ on the north,

2. FIFTH PANZER ARMY, commandcd by Coloncl Gen Jogef

IIARPE, along the Rhinc and gouthern fronta.,
3+ FIFTEENTH ARMY, cormanded by Gonoral Guatav von
ZANGEN, on tho oastorn front.
b, Thore were a total of soven corps within tho pocket;
two undor cach of the major commands, and ono (the IXXXI Infantry
Corpo, Hoadquartors only) under Army Group B control on routc from

the Rhine front to the castorn front.
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ce Thorc wore 18 undorstrength divisions within the
pocket. Because these divisions contained only the remnants of
their wnito which had beon able to cscape across the Rhine, the
German command cormonly roforrod to them as "Kampfgruppes” (battle
groups )« Thoy were disposcd ag follows:

1. GROUP IUETTWITZ had five "kampfgruppos" scattored

along tho northern front.

2. FIFTH PANZER ARMY had oix "kampfgruppec"; onc on
tho Rhinc front, onc in roserve, and four along ita
gouthern front.

3. FIFTEENTH ARMY had soven "kampfgruppes" on tho
cagtorn front. Thio front cxtonded gonerally from tho town
of SIEGEN northcast through WINTERBERG to tho town of BRIION »
ds TFacing the US Tth Armored Division and tho US ITT Corpa

on the Eactern Front wag the LIIT Infantry Corps of the Gorman

Fifteonth Army. This corps wag cormonded by Lt Gon Fritz BAYERLEIN,
an oxport in panzor warfarc, This corpa congisted of tho following
diviciomal "kempfgruppoa":
1. The PANZER IEHR (130th), commanded by a Colonol
HAUSER. This had beon a "erack” panzor division which had
been in combat gince the Normandy Invasion., On this dato
1t consiated of about 20 tanks and about 10 tank dogtroyors,
It Bon BAYERLEIN had commanded this division in combat from
“D"-Day until 7 Fobruary 1911»5.IiL
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2. Tho 3d PANZER GRENADIER, commnded by MaoJ Gon

Walter DENKERT,

3. The 176th INFANTRY, commanded by Coloncl Christian

LANDAU »
4, The 338th INFANTRY, commandod by Coloncl Wolf
E'E'IERT.

The Sholl Provea Tough =~ April 5

For tho first day'os offonsive, CCB (sce figurc 10) planned
a otriotly infantry chow, Following an artillory preparation, the
aggault forcea mo.vod. acrogg tho OBERKIRCHEN linc of departure ot
0630 with their primory obJoctive the town of SCHMALLENBERG - some
oight kilomoters to the southwest. Attacking astride tho road to
WINKIL USEN, the 3rd Battalion of the 395th Infantry mot stubborn
rooistanco and a profusion of local counterattacks from the vory
gtart. At the ond of the day's fighting it found itsclf lcss than
2 milo along the way and under a heavy, well zoroed in volume of
artillery and mortar fire which forced the men to dig in doop.
The 48th Armored Infantry Battalion, meanwhile, hoading southwoot out
of OBERKIRCHEN, found the cncmy equally tonacious and apparontly
abuni}antly oupplicd with automatic weapons, diroct firing assault
gund, and ammmnition, Nevertheloos, it managed to bull ito way
through little AIMERT and anothor mile beyond to poaitiono overs-
looking GRAFSCHAFT, Company B, in o flanking movenent, was able
to ocoupy tho high ground half o mile gouth of town until an cnvelop-

ing, artillory cupported Gorman countorattack rondercd the position
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untenable. About the middle of the aftermoon the 36th Armored
Infantry Battalion lent its weight to the Combat Command and
irmediately dug itself in around OBERKIRCHEN. From this spot
that night it beat off a counterattack from the northwest
with due credit to the supporting artillery for ite help.

Thus, with operations for the first day of tho drive
halted somewhat short of oxpectations, plans wore carcfully
worked out for a heavy, coordinatoed assault on the morrow.

Tho schomo onvisagod the capture of objectives 4 (the hill

1500 yards northoast of SCHMALLENBERG) and 5 (GRAFSCHAFT) by
Companios B and A respectivoly of tho 48th following an artillery
time on targot (TOT) on objoctive 5 at 0550. The 3rd Battalion
of tho 395th in tho contor would cocurc objective 9 (WINKHAUSEN),
and tho 38th was to soizo objoctive 8 (NIEDERSORPE). Although
clomenta of the 3let Tank Battalion and some tank destroyors wero
attached to the agsault olomonts, the bulk of the 3lat, togothor
with tho tanks of CC R, was held in rcadincss a fow kilomotors
to the rcar. The support of three battalions of artillery was
available to back thig offort to the hilt. Coertainly tho pro-
prondecranco of powor lay with the sggreoogor, but the dofondor

had tho torrain - plus tho ability to convert it to hig best
advantago.,
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Ho/ilq CCB 48th Armd Inf Bn 3/395th Inf Rogt
78th Amd Inf Bn 2/B/31ct Tank Bn 1 Plat Tanko and
B/814 TD Bn (=) - 1 Plat TD'o First
A/3%rd Engr Bn (=) Army

434¢h Armd FA Bn 3/a/33rd Armd Engr
(Diroct oupport) Bn

31et Tank Bn (=)
C/814th TD Bn

Figurc 10, Combat Command B, Organization
for Combat ag of 5 April.

CCB Algo Proves Tough = April 6

Boginning at 0550 the 400th, 434th, and 44Oth Armorcd
Ficld Artillery Battalions laid down an intongive ten minuto
proparation (with opecial attontion to NIEDERORPE), the cul-
mination of a night'o work of concentrations on onemy hold
towns all along the front. At 0600 the attack of the 38th got
under way rogulting, within throe hours, in tho seizurc of
NIEDERSORPE, (Sco Figuroc 1l.) Thio anchored the north flank
of the Command. By ocarly aftornoon the village of HOLTEAUSEN
wag roachod but in the faco of a heavy 'wnk-;in:fantry countor-.
attack (with at loaot two of tho king-gizod Tigers on the wol=

coming cormittoo) a tomporary rotircmont gsocmed advisablo,”
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Figwo 11, Troopo of Company B, 38th AIB Moving
Away From Nowly Capturcd NEIDERSORPE.

So, moving about a kilometor south, a morc favorablo location
overlooking GLEIDORF wao occupicd.

In opito of a dotormined offort by the Krout to keop
WINKHAUSEN, tho 395th finally choved him out aftor a ten hour
operation and immodiatcly puched on toward GLEIDORF. In the
meantime tho 48th (on the loft) had moved into GRAFSCHAFT agoninct
light oppoaition, the rooult of a terrific artillery TOT. Howovor,
in the offort to socuro the hill northweot of town the troope ran
into a gtrong countorattack and wore forced to pull back clightly.

With the 38th occupying tho stratogic high ground ovor
GLEIDORF, tho doughboyas from the 395th pushed through; by carly
cvening the city waag tholro and the position was boing conoolid-
ated for the night. Ag darknoss wore on, though, strong hostilo

tank and infantry groups from the north thrust again and again
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into tho outokirts - making 1t appoar doubtful Juost who did hold
the place. It wao not until after daylight that this quootion,
and Jorry, wag cntiroly rcmoved. .

 Although two full dayoc and nighto of intonoivo fighting
had pughod tho bridgchcad only a fow kilomotors wootward, it muot
be romombored that this wao a gtubborn and tenacious onomy = ono
with hiz back to tho wall and no placo to oook rotrcat; onc dot=-
crmined to goll ovory inch dearly. Theoe woro woll cquipped firot
lino troopo whooe greateot dogire was to thrust the hated invador
from the Fathorland.

Tho Sholl Boging to Crack - April 7

Thio day caw tho "liberation" of SCHMALIENBERG and the hord
choll of tho RUHR "ogg" showed its firot oign of a crack. Although
attached tanks and tank dogtroyors had done ycoman gorvice in ro-:
duclng the Nazil otrongholda and in protocting tho flanks, thio
wag otill primarily a $agk for the infantry. - For $hig, the shird
day, plang callod for Company A of tho 48%h to pass through Company
B on objoctivo 4 and goizo SCHMALIENBERG in conjunction wish. Company
L of tho 395th Rogimont. = At tho como time, Company C of the 48th wao
to pago gouth of GRAFSCHAFT and hit SCHMALLENBERG from the south.
Each of the assaulting battalions had a company of tanks from tho
3lot Tank Battalion to assist it. Thon, to add to the fury of tho

attack, divo bombora wore mado available to the Combat Command,
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Finally, at eleven o0'clock, all hell suddenly broke loose on
the defenders of SCHMALLENBERG. The howitzers of the 43lth marked
the target with emoke and the Air Force gave it the full treatment.
Following this, a short but devastating artillery preparation kept
things hot while the 48th proepared to take off under the protoction

of a smoke soreen. (Sce figure 12.)

Figure 12. Artillery Preparation on
SCHMALLENBERG «

By 1600 the tank-infantry teams had smashed their way houso by
house through what was loft of the city - colncidentally bagging

gome 350 Krauts who evidontly considorod discretion the better
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pert of valor. That evening, as the 8Tth Reconmaissance Battalion
moved in to consolidate the town, tho doughboys climbod on up the
hill mags to the northwost. Tho succoss of this attack is, in
itesolf, a fitting tributo to the offectivoncss of the tank-infantry-
artillory-air toam, .

Evon as CCB was closing in on its objectivo, Combat Command R
bocamo oporationals (Soo figuro 13.) Assuming control of the 38th
Armorod Infantry Battalion and Troop A of tho Recomnaissance Battalion,

Rosorve Command took over tho responsibility of tho Division right flank?

[ >

30th Armd Inf Bn (-1 Plat C and B)
A/40th Tank Bn
1/B/814 TD Bn

Figuro 13. Combat Command R, Organization
For Combat as of April 7.

By now tho littlo clustor of buildings known as HOLTHAUSEN,
which had boon lost the provious day, was cnergotically hold by tho
oneny and presented a dofinito thorn in the sido of tho Division.

Colonol Francis Pe Tompking, CCR cormandor, lost no time in dircoting
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his roinforced 38th Armorod Infantry Battalion to climinato this
gtronghold of Nazidom. Tho attack doveloped at 1230 as dirccted
and oompaniocs convorged on the town from tho northeast and south-
oagt. Evon though under accuratc artillory and mortar shelling
and in tho face of mmall arme fire from a dug=in cncmy, Companica
C and B Joined and togothor mopped up and outposted the objoctive
by nightfall., Company A subscquently moved through and continucd
the attack to the northwest toward HUXEL while the Reconnaissance
Troop cogtablished protoctive barricrs to tho northecast and gained
contact with tho 9th Division on tho north. Though the opposition
romained gtrong as covor, onc thing was becoming cloar; onco this
hard outor ghell wag finally puncturcd, the going should bocomo
progrogoivoly cagior,

Tho Sholl Shattors = April 8
Now that Combat Commands were attacking abreast, it might

bo bottor for the sako of clarity to considor their actions separatoly

ovoen though at this otago tho activitics of cach facilitatod the
advance of the other. First, turn to the happonings of CCA during
this poriods Up until April 6th CCA was attached to tho 9th In-
fantry Divigion, assisting it to cloar up a troublosome arca some
milog to the norths Tho trapped Wehrmacht was oxpoctod to try to
mako a broak for it therc ncar MEDEBACH and this Combat Cormand

wag holping to proclude tho possibility. On tho morning of tho Tth,
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the threat having subgidod, CCA wag rolicved in its zonec, ILoaving
a tank company and a tank dostroyor company attached to tho 4Tth
Infantry Reginont, it prococded to thie WINTERBERG aroa where it
rerained throughout the day of the 8th in Division rosorve to be
onployed only on ordor of the III Corpas cormander. Not until tho
9th did it novo woot to tho vicinity of GIEIDORF proparcd to
oporato in tho Seventh's zonc undor tho ordoro of Goneral Hagbrouck.
CCB'o plans for tho 8th callod for tho coizuro of the erall
but well dofondod villagog of OBRINGHAUSEN and EBBINGHOF. fhe 87th
Reconnaigsanco Battalion waag to protoct the left flank on this
chango of direction fron woot to northwoat. Tho Combat Cormand
rain offort wag to bo nmado by tho 48th while the 3rd Battalion of
thoe 395th seized tho high ground ovorlooking not only CCB'a objoctivo
but FREDEBURG a0 woll = tho objoctive of CCR.! During tho night Corps
artillory put a goriocs of TOTg over WERPE and WORMBACH while tho
43hth applicd tho samc troatmont to OBRINGHAUSEN, At 0545 tho
395th crogged the linc of departurc and begen to clirb up tho woodod
hill naga to tho north; gome six hours later it wag firnly planted
on the gtrategic cormwnding terrain. That was tho ogign to dunp a
heavy fivo ninuto concontration on OBRINGHAUSEN following which the
irruption of Company B of the 48th pormittod tho dazod dofondera
timo to put up only moagro resistanco. Within fiftoen minutcs this
objoctivo wag reoported in friondly hands,
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i1th this the 48th wae placed in Combat Command reserve
for a well deserved 24 hour rest and the 23rd Armored Infantry
Battalion was attached to CCB. At 1400 Colonel Joseph F. Haskell,
commander of CCB, organized his unit into three task forces named
for their leaders: Beaty, Erlenbusch, and Rhea, (See Figure 14,)
The timo had arrived to show the Germans what a "blitzkrieg" could
be like. Just before dark Task Forco Beaty moved through the 395th,
attackod and capturod EBBINGHOF, and continued on to consolidate tho
commanding ground to tho wost. That ovoning tho troops of tho 395th
who had shared tho brunt of the provious four day's incursion with
tho Combat Command were dotachod and the Task Forcca of CCB poised

ready and oagor to start rolling westward.

X
I
B |/ ! } ! T
| S e
: i |
TF BEATY | s SRR '
| ERLENBUSCH ! = e
A.31st Tank Bn (=) B/31st Tank Bn Hq/Hg Co/23rd Armd
;!or't Plat/31st c 23rd Armd Inf Ix}i‘ Bn (=)
anlc Bn A/23rd Armd Inf Bn
3 Aslt Guns/31lst 1/0/81# TD Bn C/3lst Tank Bn
ga}m;rgnf i Inf B 1/4/33rd Armd 150 .81% TD Bn
2 \ n 3/A/33rd Armd E
C.814 TD Bn (-2 Plat) H %q Co/31st /33 .
a/f;/)jrd Armd Engr Tank Bn (=)
3 Aslt Guns/3lst
Tank Bn

Ren Plat/3let Tank Bn

Figurc 1%, Combat Cormand B, Organization for
Combat, Night of April 8,
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Turning to tho activitiocs of Rosoxve Cormand on this clear, .
frosty oighth day of April wo sco that it had a somewhat tougher nut
to crack than its sistor on the south, Thie was FREDEBURG - a strong-
hold of diohards situated at the hub of an important road net. It
wag first nocossary to climinate the remaining defondors of a little
group of bulldings callcd HUXEL and toke evor the hill between it
and FREDEBURG to the woegt. This wag cccomplished by Company A of
the 38th at 0145 on the morning of the 8th, Somo gix hours later,

o two pronged offcngive was in progrooc. While Companico A and C

of the 38th advanced along tho woodod ridge ovorlooking the obJjoctive,
Company B with Company A of the 40th Tank Battalion moved along the
valley floor on the HOITHAUSEN - FREDEBURG road., Tho attack Pro=
grecoed glowly throughout the morninge. Although no proparcd pogis=
tionc were oncountored, tho cnemy conteated cvery foot of ground with
2 heavy volune of amcll crxmo and machine gun firce to which waa added
o gencroug acnple of whet artillory, mortars, and colf=propelled

gunc could offer, Nevertheless, by shortly aftor cleven o'clock

the ridgo hod boon combed clean and those companico, now only o fow
hundred yorde from the objective, wore proparing for the final
cogoulte. -

Unfortunatoly, juct about this time the tank-inantry tean
moving clong the road bumped into o difficult nit.;uction: a group

of Krouts defonding o road block, well armed ond omplaced, supportod
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by artillery, and pogscoged with a dofinitely hostilc and dotor-
ninod attitude. Thioc delayed the advance four hours and permitted
the TREDEBURG garricon time to consolidate the poeition cven more
gocuroly. Ag a result, tho cntry of CCR into tho city wao not
exactly o triunphal parcde., Bittor housce-to~houco fighting
develoved and by nightfall only o fow osections of the objective
were in friondly hands. Around nine o'clock o request wao gont
back for authority to consolidato in place cnd let the oxhauoted
nen reots But Colonel Tompking replied that ho intended to paoo
an arnored tagk forco through the town at firat light and that the
arca ghould bo ontircly clecarced if possible, Otherwise, the ninimm
requironont wao that a dooignoted route be cloared to pernit safe
pagoage of the tagk fr;a:c'c:c:.8 The required path was sccurcd. That
day over a hundred prigoncrs wero gathored in Rooorvo Corrand!pg
bag.

Thua concluded tho firat phase of the Scventh Armored
Divicion's part in tho roduction of the RUHR Pockot. In four
éaya 1t had gmoghed itc way through soven kilonoters of the nost
@ifTicult gort of terrain agninst o rosolute adversory; one who
uced overy villege ag a fortrooo; overy hill ag a2 berricr. An
opponent apparontly woll ondowed not only in matericl but in tho
cbility to use it cffoctively. Tho bridgehead called for in the

original nicgion waa now a roality; the divicion weo propared to

continuo tho attack with speed and vidlence.
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The German Point of View

Before embarking on the next phase of operations, a pause
18 in order to consider the foregoing activities from the point of

view of the enemy: During the period 5-8 April 1945 ARMY GROUP B

was quite successful in withstanding the attacks of the US forces
assigned the mission of annihilating this pocket. The Army Group
wag succoggsfully fulfilling its mission of defending the Ruhr, and
was at the same time ongaging some 15 enemy American divisions,
thus proventing those divisions from strongthoning Allied attacks
ageinst the main German line along the WESER River,

On 5 April the US 99th Infantry Division was idontificd
in tho aroa northcast of the town of SIEGEN, and tho US 7th
Armored Divieion was located in the vicinity of the town of
WIITTERBERG, It was on this dato that Army Group B dovined that

the Allioce definitely intonded to annihilate the German forccs

within tho pocket. 7 On tho castorn front tho LIIT Infantry Corps
Toll back from WINTERBERG undor the attacks of tho US 9th Infantry
Division reinforeced by CCA of tho 7th Armored Division.

During tho next two days, 6-7 April, FIFTEENTH ARMY con-
ductod a succcassful dolaying action along the castorn front. It
wao on one of thooe two days that anothor of tho Gorman omergoncy
measuros wag taken in an attompt to strongthen its dofonscas.,

According to Ma) Gon WAGNER, Chiof of Staff, Army Group
B, it wag on 6 April that tho LXXXI Infantry Corps headquertors
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rclioved the LIII Infantry Corps hcadquarters on the castorn

front.'® 1t Gon BAYERIEIN, commanding the LIII Infantry Corps,

gstatos that it was on T April, whilc at his hcadquarters at
HANGSLEBEN that he rocoived orders to report to GROUP IUETTWITZ
at HENGSEN on the northern front.'’ There 1s a third, morc
conflicting, statcmont of Gen d Pz IUETTWITZ that the LIII In=-

fantry Corps was not assigned to his headquarters until 10 April, 12

In any cvont, the transfer did tako place and the LIII Infantry

Corps agoumed control of tho 116th Panzor, 180th Infantry and

190th Infantry Divigiong formeorly ageigned to IUETTWITZ's XIVII

Panzer Corps. And so 1t wag in thic manner that the IXXCT In-

fantry Corps, cormanded by Gon dor Inf KOCHLING, ascumed control

of the divisiong of the LIII Infantry Corps alrcady cormitted on

the Eagtern Front.

By 8 April the gonoral situation of Army Group B had
bogun_ to dotoriorate. Tolophone cormunications with its highor
hoadqgartora, OB WEST, had bcen sovered. All fronts, oxcopt tho
RHINE, worc under attack, and tho situation romained fluid.
Cormimqnt of the fow roserves bocamo cven nore diffieult with
the frequent change in diiuetion of tho US attacks. In addition
the reoponing of the US offonsive across the WESER River on 7

April drowned tho last hopog of Arny Group B for a relicf by the

nowly formed Gormon TWELFTH ARMY which was oupposed to cone to its
rolicf.l3

63


https://Apr11.12

On tho northorn front GROUP IUEITWITZ had logt the towns
of SOREST and HAMM on 6 April., Two days lator it roported boing
under violont attack, and roquosted perrission to withdraw behind

the RUIR Rivoer. This roquost was donied by Army Group B which

had oxplicit ordors that ovory position wag to be held at all

ooate. ¥ -

On the southorn front FIFTH PANZER ARMY had boon forced

to abandon its prepared positions along the SIEG River on 7
April

Meanwhile on tho castorn front the FIFTEENTH ARMY had
beon forcod back to a linc cxtending from the town of HILCHENBACK,
northeast through SCHMALLENBERG, to a point cagt of MESCHEDE,

and had wrgently roqueootod roinforcomntn.ls
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CHAPTER 5

ON T0 THE SALJEY - APRIL 9-11
(se0 Figure 15)

Beginning the ninth of April, the enemy's pattern of de-
fenee ceemed to disintegrate somewhat. Individual strong points
held out as stubbornly ag ever but rather than the defense by
organized units as before, every German with a uniform was thrown
into the line as an infantryman. This at least added a little
nystery to the show - making it impossible to predict the resist-
ance either in strength or location. Truly it can be said the
cnely was wherever and vhencever he was found. Against this hit
or misg opposition the Division was able to drive in onc day from
the FRIDEBURG- WORMBACH arca to the MAILAR - KOBBENRODE line,
cleaving some fifty squarc kilometors from the cver diminishing
Pocket.

The Tagk Forcos Start to Roll - April 9

Although CCA had by now again become a full fledged
nmenber of the Division, the assault was carriocd by CCR on the
north flank and CCB on the south as beforc. Inasmuch as the
road to [MAILAR sccmed to be in morc obstinatc hands than the
gouthern route, first consider the activitics of CCR's combat

clemonts: Tasgk Forcos Brown and Griffin. (Scc Figure 16.)
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1 5q 2/c/33rd
Armd Engr Bn

Figurc 16. Combat Command R, Organization
For Combat - April 9.

With the doughboys mounted on the tanks, Task Force Wolfe
(a subdivision of Task Force Brown) moved out of FREDEBURG at
Tirst light enroute to HEIMINGHAUSEN, four kilometers away.l In
the first two hours five undefenc;ed road blocks were encountered
- cpneisting of felled trees, rubble, destroyed vehicles, and mines,
To add to the impediments of the trip, the Krauts filled the
valley with a concentrated smoke screen which reduced vieibility
and speed to nearly zero. Through the aftornoon as the advance
continucd active rosistance was added to passive. Small arms
firc wae emeountered, then the woight of automatic wearons
and mortare was added, until finally nightfall found tho troops

confronting the tank-infantry dofended gtronghold of MAIIAR.
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In the iterim, Task Force Griffin had bumped into much
the sane situation a fow thousand yards to the southe Road blocks
and increocaingly strong opposition restricted movemente By the
tinc BERGHAUSEN had been rcached impossible road conditions
bogaod the column down completoly.> Fortunatoly, that part of
Company C of the 33rd Armored Engincor Battalion supporting the
Tagk Force accomplished a quick repair job on the road and the
drive continued. Darknesg found another fowr kilometers clear
and tho troops occupying positions on the south side of MENKHAUSEN.

During tho day Tagk Force Brown had been in reagerve.
However, with tho pressurc strong on Tagk Force Wolfc from MAILAR
Broun picked up Company I of the 395th Infantry Reglment and ac
evening approached moved to the heights south of MAIIAR.? CCR
had collected ovor geven hundred prisoncrs during this day's
advance.

Tho advancos of tho 99th Divioion on the south flank
noy have compronised the cnony's dofenscs in CCB's zonc. At
any ratc the defensc of this secctor apparontly didn't scon too
profitable for little attempt wao mede to hold back the tide of
tho Cormbat Cormond,..

At Tirot light of April 9, the threc Tagk Forcoo moved

outs Tho rosult of a coordinated attack by two of thesc, Boaty
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L
and Erlonbusch, wrested control of BERGHAUSEN from hogtilc handa..

The 434th had placed a TOT on tho southorn approachcs to this

town, lifting on call to onc on the objective itoelf with smoko
boing placed at the same tine on the castorn and westorn approachea,
The tank dootroyers of Erlonbusch led out at 0530 and noved through
WORIBLCH to pogitionc in defilade whero they could cover the wooded
arca boforc BERGHAUSEN. The remninder of the Task Force crosoed
the WORIBACH linc of deporturc at 0630 whilo Beaty noved in oirmle
tarioounl;v on tho right. Boforo ton ofclock BERGHAUSEN had fallen,

In the noantine Tasgk Force Rhea had occupicd FEIBECKE
without nmuch crgunont and continued to the north and woot to cdd
a otring of omallor villogoos to ito list. Moat of theoe localitics
were inclined to give up the ghoot rathor casily but tho dbig onc
at the ond of the lime required o little oxtre peroucosion. XKOBBEN-
RODE triocd to put up o fight but darkncoo found Rhea with tho oitun=
tion woell’in hand - including the town, ovor two hundred rriconera,
and a large quantity of matoriol.

While thig adwvence wag progreoging, the rorninder of CCB
weg doling equally well, After capturing BERGHAUSENl, Task Forcoa
Beaty and Erlenbusch took diffcront routes, Tho former sct out
on the OBER BERNDORF - KUKEIEEIM axis and spond tho night on the
objective without being nolestod. The lottor owung around to the
gouth through SEIKENTROP and BRACHT, pushed rapidly through ILECK=
MARTH, and finally poused ot SCHWARTMECKE.? In this ccgo thoe torrain

proved nore of an obgstacle than the Wohrmacht,
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So endod the ninth of April = a day which saw the
victorious stroan of tho Tth Armorod twrn into a raging 'borront..
The dan had been breached cnd tho wators woere pouring through in
increaging volurie and gpood. The Kraut was overywhere disorganized
and bewildered; his offorts piocorweal, his units scattored, his
cupply routes overrun, ond his intelligence cstimnte of tho onony
gituction at an irreduciblc ninirmun, And the Tth was not alone
in ito oucceaoaca; the collective offortec of all the divisions on
the circunforence wero hourly drawing tho nooge tighter; tho RUHR
vag doorode

CCA Joing the Race ~ April 10

Tor the firot tine in the RUHR operationo all throo
Combat Cormands of the Soventh werc in oporation sirultancously,
During the proccoding night CCB gavo the Roserve Cormand back the
23rd Infantry Battalion and withdrew its own 48th fron resorve,
Here algo Taok Forco Chappuls ontered the sconoe The onony,
showing little inclination to call the war logt s continued the
dofonge in the only manner left to hin: thot of isolated posi-
tiono in dopth along all the roads, Unfortunately for the Aggreaogor,
the support of tanks, sclf=propollod guns, and an incroasning
quantity of antiaircraft guns seened to be available to the Germanc
in abundance,

Tho Division's moin offort - a deternined thrust to tho

northweat - wags nnde by CCRe Although the attack was scheduled
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to got under way at 0530 and the non woro organized and roady to
nove nt that tine, such an inpenctrable barrier of fog blankoted
the whiole arca 1t wag inpractical to nove tho tonks, Tho infantry
wag thorefore dirccted to dimount and goin contact on foot while
the vohiclea followed ca beet they could. While Tagk Force Wolfe
continued along the main road through DORLAR, following the LEISSE
River, Tagk Forco Brown noved along a kilometer or so to tho weat,
tracing a parallel poth on the road through GRIMIINGHAUSEN. Both
teano oncountored only ocattercd rcsistance with a fow pasoive
road blocka,.

Sovoral thousand yards and sonc goven hours after the
nerning Juap=off, tholr routea convorged ot o little walley vill=-
age called FRIELINGHAUSLII, Hore, aolthough & quantity of ancll arma
firc cnonated fron the town which was further protccted by soveral
road bloclig and cono ninoa, the Tagk Forces berged in, consolidated
com:am". under Lt Col Brown and continucd the onolaught to tho north,
BRAKE, a nilo boyond, proved to be tho next obetacle, but after o
I0T by Corps artillery closely followed by a tank-inintry aasgoult,
tho rcoigtonce folded quickly = netting fiftcon prigonors. Loaving
a mnll armored socurity detaclmont in BREMKE, the Task Force pusghed
ahead ropidly brushing asido gsporadic amnll armo firoe which canc fron
hougeg along the road, and seizod and outposted the irportant high-

way bridge over the WENNE Rivoer, Fron there, in accordance with orders
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fron conbat cormand, a patrol noved tho intorvening two kilonoters
and mado physical contact with the Fifth Infantry Division at
WEITIO LITLAUSEL

Progreas in the othor task force of CCR = Griffin - was
of a ginilar nature. Advancing along the road through HENGSBECK
on the loft of the Cormand, it oncounterod only slight opposition
until it recached the hanlot of BREMSCHEID in the valley of tho
ESS‘LE..S The 3rd Battallon of the 395th supported Griffin's attack
by cloaring the woods to the northwcot of the objeoctive. Then, be=
hind a torrific concontration of marching fire, the troops rushed
tho town and ovorcarnc the gtunnod defondors in short ordor. Be-
oideo o nuibor of prigoners, the haul included one 88-rm gun in
good condition and soveral wvchicleca. Thercupon procceding without
dolay t_a the largor asctélenent of ESIOHE, the samo marching fire
techniquo woa applied and with equal succoss. With tho bridge
acroge tho ESSEL socurc, Tagk Forco Griffin wea roady to write
finis on a fruitful day.

So much for the Division's main effort. But the other
corbat commands were not exactly idle either. CCB delayed in
the SCHWARTMECKE - KOBBEIRODE area till noon of the tenth before
pushing two task forces ahead. (See figure 17.) Erlenbusch had
no difficulty securing OBER MARPE and the hills a mile to the

nortlwest before four o'clocks Then, jJust before dusk, the march
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3 Aslt Guns/31let 1/c/81k D Bn

Tank Bn Hq/Hq Co/3lst Tk Bn

c/Gl4 TD Bn (=2 Plat)
2/n/33rd Armd Engr Bn

Figurc 17. Combat Cormand B, Organization
Tor Combat = April 10

continued to DORMECKE and the crossroads five hundred yards further.
With nu casualties at all, nearly a hundred prisoners had been added
to the toll in less than seven hours. Task Force Chappuis, pursuing
@ jarallel route to the east, passed through BROCKHEIM without incid-
ent, but enroute to NIEDER MARFE the way was contested by foot
troope anply supported by tanke and artillery. Only after degtroying
Tour llarik IV tanks and an 88-tm gun and taking many prisoners could
the objective be reported clear. By then it was dark so with the
ontoogt ng of KUKEIHEIM a little to the north, the troops stopped
for the day.

Combat Command A (scc figure 18) had but a emall part in the

operctiong of the tenth of April. Moving from KOBSERODE iante in the
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aftermoon Task Force Rhea traveled three kilometers to seize

7

ISTIGIETI. ' Shortly thereafter it continued on to contact

Tag': Force Griffin of Reserve Command at BREMSCHEID a thousand

yards boyond.

X
L HEETEY 12
i |“
Bl -

i ;-_-_—__—- 1
iTF‘.IIﬁL"LT.-‘.!, | TF REEA t | TF DALEY |
Ehss el D sl

et !

L7th T2 Dn (-2 Co's 235rd Armd Inf Bn A/l’?th Tk Bn

(1) «nd D/17 -1 (-2 Co's) C/23rd Armd Inf Bn
Plot) C/17th Tk Bn (-1 D/17th Tk Bn (-2 Plat's)
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Figure 18. Combat Command A, Organi-
zation for Combat - April 10.

Tcgll Porce Daley on the extreme left of the division zone pushed
througi OBER VAIBERT and on into SCHONDELT.

It was certainly clear by now that organized resistance
in tho Division's zone no longer existod. The isolated rceist-
ance grouls and strong points still blanketed the arca in no
particunlar pattorn. Some wore heavily armed and well supported;
others had only a few riflemen. Some could be counted on for a

lagt ditch defensc; others roadily gave up after a fow tokon
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shote. No onc could prediet cither the location of any partic-
wlar strong point or the framc of mind of ite oecupents. Attacks,
therelore, had to bo planncd with the assumption of the worst
togetior with a hope for the best.

The Commands Asscmblc - April 11

By now, air was cble to roport considerable confusion in
the cnony rear arcas. With the integrity of units gone and commun-
icctione a shambles, unattoohed troops spont their time aimlessly
nilling cbout. And this condition was hardly on accident; the
goeod of the Tth's advancc hod left the Germans no alternative.
Indo.d, with the momeontum of the attack goining doily, the complete
reduction of tho Pocket anpcared to be close at hand.

Regerve Command on the righ% pushed Tasgk Forecc Brown
into VENIOLTHAUSEN where it spont the day rogrouping into two
sub -forecs, Wolfc and Sweat, and roconuoitoring the routcs to
the north and northwest. The 3rd Battalion of the 395th moan-
whilc hoaded for the town of SIEPERTING which it found to be in
wnfr.endly hends - judging from the fire of tanks and automatic
woapone which pourcd out of it.a However, eoveral niccly placed
artillory concentratione uppeered to dilscourage the defenders, forty
o wlon gave up the cause ag losgt.

ATtor SIEPERTING Tzek Foree Griffin drove &long the road

to IWTIIICEE cgeinet only elight opposition. But its attack on
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GRIEVIIISTEIN another five kilometore to the north was hold up

goric length of time by accurate 20-tm firc. Dircet attack by

¢ 2latoon of tanks solved thie problem and the foree was able

to cnteor and outpost the obJoctive without furthor trouble. As

he witadrow, the Kraut doveloped the habit of leaving emall mino-
ficldag throughout tho arca. Imckily, though, tho locel inhabitants -
intercetod more in their own safoty - informed the invadeors of
tlie nine locations, reetricting the damago to the delay occasion-
cd by their rconoval. With tho Combct Commond CP in MATHMECKE and
461 oriconers in the dally bog, Regorve Cormand wao pooied for tho
drive that would bring on ond to this whole operaticn.

Tack Forece Chappuis of CCE ptruck out for the northweot
ond . ined HIEDER SAIWEY by ten o'clock on the morning of the
c.cventi. At thie point, the nmen of Tack Forec Beaty puchod
throush and turned wostwerd toward OBER SAIWEY. This little
cluctor of buildinge hugging the strecam in the SAINZEY River
velloy turncd out to be anothor hotbed of dichards. It wao decided
to cdninictor o full doce of the troatiiont rocorved for cuch Places.
So the air cane in first followed clocely by an offering fron tho
4341 Ticld Artillory which wee » in turn, followed by o tank-
infontry-tank dectroyer aggault which pacificd the defendors in
ghort ordor.

lioxt the village of SCHLIPRUTHEN lookod like trouble algo

€0 &g Tagk Foroce Becty and Lrlenbucch converged fron the ccet and
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woot roopoctivoly, a miliar ourc wag dolivored., Tho planncd
attaok proved unnocossary, howover, for at 1700 tho burgomeiotor
camo forward and surrondored hic towns” Ao Boaty roturncd to OBER
SAIWEY, CCB sottlod down for tho night in tho SAIWEY River valloy.
Aftor sharing an important portion of the Divicion's load during
tho paot govon day'c attack, it wao B's turn to tako ito placo

ag Divigion rogorvo,.

In proparation for futurc oporations Combat Commond A
moved to an aggombly arca around ESIOHE during the day of tho
cloventh, oloaing thero chortly aftor four in tho aftornoon, It
aboorbed tho 489th Armorod Ficld Artillory Battalion and Company
K of tho 395th Infantry Regiment and preparcd to take over the
divigion right flank for tho ncxt phaso of oporationa.lo

So ondod tho oocond phage of the §th Armored Diviocion's
part in tho rcduction of tho RUHR Pockot. Juot a wook aftor tho
OBERKIRCHEN Junp=-off tho Diviasion found itoolf confronting a battored,
afaggoring advercary who wag ripo for tho knockout punch., What had
paggod for tho Gorman main line of rogiotance had boon chattored
the firot three dayo. Subgequontly, his rocerveas, cormunications,
and oupply linoo had been ovorrun and mangled. The Kraut muot havo
boon well awarc by now that tho cauge wap long loaot. Yot gonmcthing
in hig training and background gavo him tho will to fight to tho
bittor ond, That "jo no caic quoi” mado tho sorvico troops, @rounded

tankoras, and airmon tako up arnao and fight alongoide the rormanto of the
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battle groups. And gince this attitude sceoried prevalent through-
out the arca, it would be necossary to fight thenm until no portion
of the Pockot romained unoccupied. Thus the Tth preparcd to con=-
tinue tho attack for the onerny capability to delay, harasg, counter=-
attack, and inflict casualtics - through groctly dininighed - wags
not to be deniced.

Surmary of Gorrnn Oporctionz, April 9-11

Duc in a large necouro to thoe loaog of unit intogrity
and the cubooquent breakdown of corrmnicationa, there ic dio-
appointingly littlo rocord of Gormen mall unit, front linc
activitios.  Appereontly only tho scanticot of information over
got back to higher heoodquarterc. The general gituation during

hio poriod howevor, waeg gonowhat ag followo: On April 9 the
"Rulwfoatung” (Fortrcos of the Rulwr) wag otill rointaining o

ncarly contimwous front, Tho cestorn portion of GROUP IUETTWITZ'S

northern front had by now been forcod back bchind the RUHR Rivor.
In addition, thic Group suffored two penotrations by the United
Statoa 75th and 79th Infantry Divigions further to the weot.  The
RHINE front, not having been cttacked by the new US FIFTEENTH

ARMY, romnined unchangod, On the couthorn front the FIFTH PANZER

ARIY hod reocatablished & continuous line aftor falling back fron
the SIIG River. On the cagtern front of the Pockot the Gorman

FIFTEENTI ARMY wao undor continuous attack by the US III Corpa.

(Sco figure 19, Situation of Arny Group B, 9 April 1945.)
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During the poriod of April 9 = 11, tho Anorican forcos
kept unrelonting pressure on all fronts oxcopt the RHINE, More
gpace wag tradoed for tinme by Army Group B. Tine was dernded by
ite highor headquarters and, in the opinion of Major Genoral
Wegnor, this tine night have been put to good cdvantage had
Hitler boen willing to abandon north Gerrany and cetablich 2 now

gingle front running fron cast to woat.ll

NOTES FOR CHAPTER 5

Lirtor Action Roport, 40th Tank Battalion, Sovonth
Arnored Diviaion, April 1945.

“Aftor Action Roport, Corbat Cormond R, Scvonth
Armored Divicion, April 1945, p 16.

Ibid; poooin.

lﬁ‘.i‘tor Action Report, Combct Cormend B, Scventh
Armiored Divigion, April 1945, p 1k,

aftor Action Report, 3lot Tenk Bottalion, Soventh
Arnored Divicion, April 1945, » 11,

Q0 cit, Corbut Corrnnd R, p 17.

'Aftor Action Report, Corbat Cormand A, Seventh Armorod
Diviocion, April 1945,

0

0 cit, Combat Corrwnd R, p 17.
% cit, Coribot Corrand B, p 15.

10
Op cit, Combat Cormand A, paooin,

———

lll»lr'.‘jor Gens Karl von Wagner, Battloo of A Gp B on the
Rhein (22 Mar =17 Apr 1945); pagain. .
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CHAFTER 6
THE DRIVE ON BECKUM AND HOVEL
By 11 April the Tth Armored Division had penctrated the
crust of the onony rogistance at SCHMALLENBURG and GLEIDORF, and
wag ready to entor the next phase of 1ts participation in the
roduction of the RUHR pocket. Combat Cormeind R was located at
WENTHOLTHAUSEN, Combat Corrnond A at ESIOHE, Combat Corzwvind B
with onc taok force ct OBER SAIWEY cnd cnothor ot NIEDER SAIWEY.
On the afterncon of 11 April oporation inatructionc were
roceivod., The III Corpa would continuo tho attack wesot and
nortiweat to dogtroy or capture the cnoiyy forces in its zone;
5th Infentry Diviecion on the north; 7th Armored Division in
tho conter; 99th Infantry Divicion on the south, The Tth
lxroroed Diviesion wag to attack on Divicion ordor to scize
the first obJective-=tiic areca south of IAKE SORPE STAUBECKEN ==
corbat cormanda A oand R wore to advance abreagst on the north

(right) and gouth (loft) rgopectively, Coubct Cormand B wag
to bo in division rcservo.

Encrnyy Oporatione 12=13% .ﬂhjer'i].2

The two deyo, 12-13 April, browght the crigis of Arny
Group B'o defenze of the RUHR. Firet, on tho norning of 12
April the United States 13th Armored Divieion brolke through

FIFTI PANZER ARMY'S south front, ncar the town of BURSHEID

northeact of COIOGNE. Secondly, the United States 8th Infantry
Diviaion mado a deop penotration in the southern portion of the

Gerran FIFTEENTH ARMY'S soctor to the town of IUDENSCHEID. (Sco

figurc 20, Situntion Army Group B, 12 April 1945,) Thirdly, nogt
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of tho staff of tho LKL Corps waa captured by the Tth Arnored
Divicion, when tho northorn portion of thig Army'o castern front -
crwiblod bofore tho onslought of the United Statos III Corpo. The

following day, 13 Jpril, the rcruindor of tho LI Infontry Corpg

gtaff, ingluding ito cormander Gen dor In Kochling, wasg captured
by tho Tth Armored Division., Thio crisis lead to onc of the noot
verplexing probloma with which the Unitod States Arny had to
contond. .

Tt wag on 13 April that Ficld-Marshal Model finolly rcalizod
that tho gituation was hopoless. Dotorndned to sparc his troops
the ghnno of unconditioncl surronlor and yot spare thelr lives,
ho deecidod to "diasolve his forces by ordor." Tho following 1o
an ox)lanation of thia norentous decision and ito dotails, as
reicted by Major Genmeral Wagner, Chiof of Stalf, Arry Group B:

On or cbeut 15 Auril 1945, ARMY GROUP B, aftor having
conaidered various posaibilitica, coro to a solution which
QeC no precedent in thwe nodorn history of wari its invention
rigat porhars bo chbributed to tho procecdurc adopted by the
Ruooiang aftor rany pockot battlog in the Enat during tho
ware.  ARMY GROUP wac to (llagolve by order, and, ac far ag
Jogalble, in an ordoerly meaner. The norning of 17 April 1945
wag chooon ag the doadline--tlic day on which rationa and
artunition would be oxhaunated and on which 1t would no lonflor
be Dogaible to econtinue the battleca, ARMY GROUP now zave the
order to coago rogigtonce on 17 April 1945, All young and
clder age groups wore (offcetivo ot once) to be dianiasged
Tron the sorvice and rotwrnod to thelr horoa, By the norning
of 17 April 1945, cll officers, regular soldiorg, and intor-
nediate age growpo=-ccoording to voluntary choicc-=to be
clagood into throc groupa:
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a. Nomecormbatant troops or such without arms and
arrmnition, who, undor thoir compotont corrmnding officer,
would allow thengolvos to bo ovor=run by tho oncry and
gurrendor to hinm,

be Groups of voluntcors, who, undor tho cormand of
a gonior officor, oithor in uniforn or civilian clothes
and without woapong, would txry to nako tholr own way
horo,

cs Groupe of voluntoors, who undor tho cormand of
an officor, in uniform and armed, would attenpt to broak
through to ono of owr own fronts outoide tho pockot,

llo order, or ovon a requost, wag iscuod to go "underground,”
Tho corrand by an officor was greatly onphapglzed in overy cago,

Tho arrdes woro irmedlatoly leoucd appropriato ordera,
tho gignificanco of which was undorotood by then, and which
woro translated into actionm. Tho soparations bogan irmediatoly
and after a fow days wero=--in tho cage of soldieras who did not
bolong to tho rogular arny=--algo oxtonded to tho intornoediato
age mgroupd. In thip way, ARMY GROUP bolioved to have gpared the
troopa the huwnilliation of unconditipnal surrcendor. Tho tom
"wnconditional™ nade questionablo ovon the application of tho
righta of tho Gonova Convontion. By this order, tho individual
had boon rolioved of tho rogpongibility of acting on his own
accord, while the principlo of voluntary onlistnont for the
activation of the @oups took the individuality of ovory soldior
and unit into account. Finally, furthor bloodshed and gongo=
logg’ solf=pacrifico were boing provonted,s It was oven posaiblo
that, in thig nonnor, sono of tho troops might avoid boing
captured and nmight succced in roaching their horos and taking
up thoir civilian ocoupationg_soonor than if thoy wore surrondorod
unconditionally to tho onw:n:w..3

The fact that this plan was initiatod and functioning fron
thig dato on 1is substantiated dy the following narration of the Tth
Arniored Divigsion! actions, tho mass surrendors, and the ovidont losg

of tho will to fight on the part of tho Gormans,
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Tho Attacks of Coubat Corrand A on 12-13 April

(Sco Fipure 21)

During this phago of tho oporationa Combat Cormiond A
wag organized into Taagk Forces, (Sce figure 22, Tagk Forco
For CCA, 12-13 April,)

Tho attack junped off as acheduled on the norning of
12 April. At 0720 tho Diviagion noved through oleoronto of the 2nd
Infantry Roginont, 5th Infantry Division, to tho irmediato north
and thon attacked woat towarda their firot objoctivo. By the
ond of tho day Combat Cormand A wag fighting in tho town of
BAIVE and Combat Cormand R had pushed forward through AFFELN,
BLINTROD, KUNTROP, and NEUENRADE, This advance wag pade againgt
light to noderato roaslotance,

Combat Corxand A wag given a gpecific route of attack,
which attack wag to bo nade with tagk forces in colwmn; TF
RHEN with one conpany of 395th Infantry Roginent leading,
followed by the 489th Armored Ficld Artillery Battalion;

T VIMPLE and TF DAILEY. The infantry was to ridc on tanks
and cach tagk force was to ghorten its colurm by taking only
cogontial wvohicleg., TF RHEA attaclied and capturcd SELSHEDE
and in ra»id oucccsglon againgt light rosistanco scized
RECKLINGHAUSEN, SIEDFEID, AMECKE, BRUGKEAUS}EN » KASBERG,
MELLEN, EIBERZIOH, MELSCHID, and HOVEL,™ -

Tagk Force Woriplo wag ordered to attack west and north
along tho axis LANGENHOLTHAUSEN-BALVE-VOLKLINGHAUSEN with Task
Force Daloy in support, Task Forcc Werple turned west at KASBERG,
attackod and geized IANGENHOLTHAUSEN. Whilo continuing to attack

BALVE, Taglk Force Wermple ran into incroaeingly difficult torrain,
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X
A ).
| S—
‘ b
| TF | : e l "
210515 Bogy IHEA L_IEM_ |
17th Tk Bn (-B, 23 AIB (=B, C Coa) B/17th Tk Bn
C Coa,) C/17th Tk Bn c/23d AIB
B/230 AIB 1 Plat/D/17th Tk Bn D/17th Tk Bn (-2 Plat)
1 Plat/A/81h4 AA Co/3d Bn/395th Inf  A/814 AA (-2 Plat)
1 Plat/B/334 Arrd Engr R 1 Plat/B/33rd Arnd Engr
Bn 1 Plat/A/81k4 AA Bn
1 Plat/B/33rd Arnd Engr

Bn
Tagk Forco Chappiua (48th Arnd Inf Bn) wao attached to Corbat
Corzmnd A at 0830, 13 April, Thig Tack Forco wag norrclly in
Conbat Cormand B.

Figurc 22. Tadk Force Organizational
for CCA, 12~13 April.

But, by tho ond of tho day tanks and infantry had ontored BALVE.
At 2055, tho Cormand Poot Corbat Cormand A openod at LANGENHO LTHAUSEN .
On tho 13th of April, Combat Cormand A had the 3d Battalion
of 395th Infantry Reginment and Task Force Chappius (48th Armorod
Infantry Battalion) attachod to it from Corbat Cormand B,
Tagk Forco Worple attacked north at first light but soon
Tound thenoolvea canalizod with a gtroan on one side, stoop

¢liffa on tho other and a vory offoc'bivg road block congioting
of a2 blown underpass barring thoir way.

Whilo tho tanks wero held up by this road block the infantry con-
tinucd on foot and gsoizod VOIKINGHAUSEN, In the niddlo of the

afternoon the road block was reduced and the tankg pushed north
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fron VOLKINGHAUSEN. Howovor, thoy woro agoin eanclizod by the
torrain ond an obgtacle. Any attoupts to nmove the tanke forward
romulted in thoir being pinmed down by cnawy firo, For tho ro=-
rmninder of ‘tho day thoy wero reducoed to ninor local gainds

Tagle Force Rhec attacked fron HOVEL to tho southwoot
with the niceion of capturing BECKUM. BECKUM was capturod about
1330 cgeinst rodorate rosiotance which included tonks and 2 polf- .
propolled guns in addition to nachine gune and riflo firc. Irmodicto=-
1y onc platoon of tanke continued west to holp Tagk Force Wonplo
reduce the road block which wae holding up ito advanco.

Tagk Forco Chappiug, Toslk Force Dalcy and tho 3d Battalion,
395th Infantry Rogiment, launched an attack to the northweot at
1200.

TF CHAPTIUS junped off from HOVEL, contacted clcmonto

of the 10th Infantry and cleared the woods to their cast by
1530 and pughzd on to capturc EISBORN by the ond of the day
aftor neoting concidorable opposition juost weot of EISBORN,
TF D.ILEY attacked frori BALVE northweost over difficult tore
rain and pupported the attoclk of the 3¢ Bn,, 395th Infontry
Roginont on DEILINCGIOFEN and the landing otrip about 1000
yordao weot of the town. The CP CCA was noved fron mmmrg
HOLTHAUSEN to BALVE at 1400 and thence to BECKUM at 1630,
Conbet Cormand B remeined in Divicion rosorve and followod Corbat

Corziend A,

The attacks of Combat Cormiond R on 12-15 April

Combat Cormand R wag orgonized on 12 April 1945 into Tagk

Forces as followas (Sco figure 23, Tagk Force Organization for CCR,
12-15 April,)
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| BROWN DULTER

4Oth Tk Bn (=-A,B,C,3/D) 34 Bn/395th Inf Rogt
1 sqa/c/33 AmD

Figure 23, Taagk Force Orgenizotion for
CGR, 12"13 ..'11)2‘11-

Concurrcently witi the Junp off of Combat Cormand A on the
12th of April, Corbat Cormxnd R initially noved out in onc Coluring
Tcglr Foreo Griffin, Dattery D, 400th Armored Ficld Artillery Bate
folion; Taok Force Dutler with 400th Armored Ficld Artillory Baote
talion (~B); Tack Forcc Wolfc with 440th Armiorod Ficld Artillory
Dattclion; Tadk Forco Drown, The attack Irogrogecd ropidly at
Lirot ageinst light resigtonce. However » about 1000 yardas west
of IIINEYE, Tasgk Forco Griffin wag cbgolutely blocked by inpasge
able roads and exporienced considerablo difficulty in oxtricating

1toelf, Tho combat corrmnd cormandor then orderod Tagk Forcoe Wolfo
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to bypasa Task Force Griffin in the vicinity of LINNEPE, and
novo oouth, thon west to ENDORFs Initially Tack Force Wolfo
encountored sono resistance in this dbypasa routo dbut it was
overcone and tho attack progrossed cncouragingly.
Encry arnor wag cneountored for tho first tine at
SICCKUI! and agnin later betwoen ALLENDORF and AFFEIN, Tagk
Force Wolfe waag ablo to break loose and nove rapidly through
‘AFFIIHI, KUNTROP, to NEUENRADE, shooting as it went, This parti-
cular action wasg characterized by its ouccoos gained by the our=-
priosc and chock of the faot noving, ofton firing, tank colurmas,
During the ourrcnt day's operation CCR had geized 16
towng 'and villages, destroyed 5 tigor tonko, 20 notor trang-
porta, 5 artillory picces, 2 porsomncl carricrs, and an une
fo?ordod muiber of hor,?o drawn vehiclea and captured 8 officors
and. 2822 onliotod mon.

_ While Combat Corzend A wag moking the moin offort on 13
April, Combat Corzmpd R romnined in dofensive pocitions in the
vieinity of NEUINRADE, KUITROY and GARBECK; clearcd rocds in their
aroa; and repulsed a cowntorattack from the high ground north of
WERDOJIL, Tagk Forco Wolfo wag dirccted to sond a roconnaigsance
in Torce aouthwost to the vicinity of WERDOHL, This rcconnaissance
net gtiff rosistance that oventually criounted to a counterattack
launched fron tho high ground north of WERDOHNL in which the onery
forces uged nediun artillory, nortars, eall arng fire, and ot
loagt two hoavy tankss The counterattack was contained by hoavy
concentrations of artillory firc while Tack Force Wolfo withdrow to

ito former defongive positions in the vicnity of NEUENRADE,
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Swrnry of Actions 12-13 April

During thio phage of the oporations on 12-13 April tho
loading clononto of tho Divicion had adwvanced 12 to 13 nilos deopor
into the oneny hold territory of the pocket and had captured over
10,000 prigonors, This advance had been nade over oxcoodingly
difficult torrain in oore c¢asecs and agningt light to nodoratc ro=-
giotanco by tho cnoryy,

With tho capturc and clearing of the BECKUM~BOVEL aroa the
division forcos were now in a pogition of rotaining the initiative
and pughing on to capturc tlic HEMER-MENDEN arca which later turnod
out to bo tho finnl phaase of action for thoe Division in ito portici-

ation in tho roduction of the RUIR pockot.

TOTES FOR CHALTER 6

i Lirtor~iction Report, Tth Armorod Division, 5-16 April
%y D 29 :

“Tho Poodors® ctiention 1o invitod to the fact that thig
inforration waa obtainod fron data aftor this operation and wag
not avallablo to Jrierican troop cormonders at this tinc,

ZMMajor Goneral Von Wagnor, Tho Battlog of Army Group B
on tic Rheln, 22 March-17 April 1945, ) e

“iftor-iction Report, Corbat Cormnnd A, Tth Armorod Division
April 1945, D Te ?

~ Ziftor=Action Roport, 7th Armorod Divicion, 5=16 April
lghb; D 45,

_ PAftor=iction Report, Combat Corrond A, Tth Armored Division
april 1945, p T, ;

7.'ai‘tor-u'\ction Roport, Tth Arnorod Division, April 1911-5, p 43,
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CHAPTER 7
MOPPING UP HEMER AND MENDEN

The Division, after having been so successful in its drive
ageinst DECKUM and HOVEL during the 12th and 13th, exploited its
guccess by continuing the attack &oward HEMER and MENDEN before the
eneny had an opportunity to regain his balance and prepare his
defenses. This phase of the operation will be revealed in this
chapter as being the final phage in the Division's participation
in the reduction of the pogket.

On 13 April combat elements of the division were located
ag follows: Combat Command A command post located at BECKUM with
Tagk Forco Wemple just north of VOIEIIGHAUSEN, Task Force Rhea at
DECIUM, Task Force Chappius at EISBORN, and Task Force Daley attacking
DEILINGIIOFEN, Combat Command R was in defensive positions in the
vicinity of NEUENRADE, KUNTROP and GARBECK, Combat Commend B was

in division resorve in the vicinity of KASBERG.

Eneny Operations 14-16 Aprill
During the period 1%-16 April the RUHR pocket was cut in
to and tho oastern portion suffered the last death throes of its
annihilation. The United States 8th Infantry Division of the XVITI
Alrborne Corps continued its northwesterly penotration on 14 April,
and late in the day made contact with tho United States 75th Infantry

Division driving down from the north. (Seco Figure 24, Situation Map,
Army Group B, 14 April 1945,
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Thus two pockots of reosistanco woro srcated., Within tho ocastorn

pocket, which tho Tth Armorod Division was attacking, thore ro-

mainod tho LIII Infantry Ciips and romnants of tho LXXXI Infantry
Corpa.

Tho final spasms of tho Gorman ehain of command would be
amising woro thoy not so tragic. Aecording to Major Goneral
Wlagnor an ordor from tho Gorman Suprome Command (Hitloer), ro-
coivod on 14 April, to broakout, was scarcoly road much loss
pagsod on. Howovor, this apparontly was not ignored, but insteoad
was passed on to tho LIII Infantry Corpsa.

Licutenent Gonoral Bayorloin roporss $has during tho night
of 13-14 April ho rocoived an ordor from Fiold Marshal Modol
to try a broakout to tho wost with ovorything he had. This
ordor, Bayorloin claimod, he d4id not oven aeknowledgo, lot
alono answor, least of all oboy.2

And so it was that on 15 April 1945, Lioutonant Goneoral
Bayorlein made the docision to accept unconditional surrondor.
Whothor or not he roceived the decision of Army Group B to

"dissolve by ordor" is not known. His account of this lagt

climatic day follows:

15 April 45, Gonoral Bayorlein carly in tho morning
drove to hig old division, the Pz ILcher, and said goodbyo
to old frionds. Hec instructed the commandor, an Oborst von
Haugor, to surrondor tho division at first opportunity. Ho
had no communications, ovon by radio, since the 1lhth, Tho
pocket was growing smallor ovory hour, He returned to his
CP at RAFFLINGSEN. That night he sont an onvoy undor a flag
of trucc to the US Tth Armorod Diyision noar MENDEN, and as
a rosult, firing stoppod at 3 AM.5



Tho 16th of April 1945 saw tho actual surronder of tho
Gorman forceas romaining in the oastern pocket. Licutonant Genoral
Bayorloin's account of tho foreos and oquipmont turnod over. (Sco

figurcs 25 and 26.)

16 April 45, At loadt 12,000 mon, cbout 20 tanks, 4 or
5 battorics of artillory, and four goncrals woro among the
aggoto turncd ovor at Goneral Bayorloin's formal surrondors
Tho PANZER LEHR Division had surrondored the day beforo
with botween 2,000 and 3,000 personnol, 8 to 10 tanks and TDs,
50 armored ocrs, onc battory Rf fiold artillory, 200 trucks,
and a quantity of amall arma,

Tho final dotails leading to tho ultimate unconditional

gurrondor of tho Gormans LXOXI Infontxy Corps on 16 April 1945

aro ghown in tho following paragraphs rolating tho actiong of
the Tth Armored Divicion during this phago.

Battlo of Homor

(Sco Figure 27.)

Combat Command h, with the samo Tagk Forco organization as
used in tho provious phaso, rosumed the provious days attack to
the north and wost at 0615 on 14 April, Tagk Forcc Wemple with
the asgistanco rondored by two platoons from Tasgk Force Rhoa,
had reduoed the road block which was holding it up and continucd
the attack to capturo tho villages of HUNSTADT, HONNETHAL and
DROCKHAUSEN by 1100 with little or no opposition oncountorod.

The noxt important objoctivo was tho town of HEMER, Task Forcc
Womplo moved up and gained control of tho woods on the high ground

gouthwost of HEMER whilo Tagk Forco Daloy had moved gouth of tho
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Figuro 25, Angormbly of PWo at BUREN
BRUCK, 16 April 1945,

town, Took Forco Damubo (3d Battalion, 395th Infantry Roglment)

had attacked, scizod and sccurcd SUNDWIG rocciving only moderate

artillory and AT firc from tho town at 1250,

Oporationa againot the town itoclf wore temporarily
gugponded at 1200 while tho commanding officor of Tagk
Forco Daloy, Major Thomaso Daley, executive officor, 1Tth
Tank Battalion, was takeon bechind cmomy linos in an attompt
to nogotiate a poacoful ontry of our troops into HEMER,
Tho Gormane wishod to doclaro the town an opon oity bocauaso
of tho proscnco of glightly ovor 23,000 allied prisoncre in
a prison camp just outside of the town, Howovor, the Gorman
gonoral'o torme in whioch ho propogsed to withdraow his troops
to cormonding ground onc kilomoter outside the city, woro

uncatiofactory and at 2030 the attack was rooumed,
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Figura 26. Aagombly of GERMAN Armored
Equipriony at ISERIOHN, 16
April 1945,

Morc dotaila on the ncgotiationo mode at HEMER rolative
to its boing doclared an "opon city” wore rovealed in a lottor
from Colonol W.Se T#riplot, who corpanded Corbat Cormand A at tho
tinmo. Colonol Tpiplot statos that Major Daloy was dirccted to
contact tho Gorman commondor and t@ll him how to march his men out.
A coago firo ox.or wao given and was moticulously obeyed by both
gides. It waa 2a ammoing picturc %0 sco the Gorman and Amorican
tanke cautiously poking thoir nosog around cornors at cach other,

A Gornan dologition arrived at command post Combat Cormand A at
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BECKUM about 1600 to mocot General Hagbrouck and urge the proposal
of doclaring HEMER an “opon city" and allowing thon to rotiro., The
torno wore not catiofactory and the Gormans wore told to roturn
Major Daloy and tho war would gtart again.

Colonol Triplet'o lottor furthor rowveals that the peacoful
intorludo ovidontly had had conoidorable offect on the German
garricon bocauso, while theoro wag no mago currondor, thoro was no
rogiostanco, and individuals and gmall unito surrondored as fagt as
our non got within surrondoring dictanco.

Whilo the negotiations for tho doclaring HEMER an opon
city woro boing discuoged, Taagk Force Rhoa by 1400 had soizod
tho landing fiecld intact and to thoir ourpricc found that the
A\ guno onplacod on it woro not mannod. Taok Forco Rhoa'! pooi-
tion wag congolidated with Tagk Forco Daloy and Taogk Forco
Weniplo. Tanko and TDo woro doployed go that thoy could fire
into tho town. .

At 2030, the nogotiations having boon called off, Taak
Forco Danubo attacked and socurod HEMER undor tho protection of
Tagk Forcoag Rhoa, Wenplo, and Daloy. Duo to tho fact that nogt
of tho prigoner guardsc had digpogod of thoir woapons and tho
prigonora woro beconing more riotous, it wao nececssary for Tagk
Forco Viouplo to sond 2 platoons of infantry and ono platoon vf
tanks to keop thon in tho cagos The majority of tho prisoncrs

wore Rugglan but, thero woro about 100 Anoricans anong thon.
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To_Mcndon and tho End

On 1% April, whilo Combat Cormand A wag attacking HEMER,
Cortbat Cormand B remainod in divicion rogerve with Tack Forco
Chappiuo roturning at 1300 fron attachnont to Combat Cormand A.
Combat Cormand R romainod in dofonoive pooitions in KUNTROP,
NEUZIRADE, and GARBECK until rolioved of this rooponsibility
by the 395th Infantry Roginont of the 99th Infantry Diviasion at
0900,

Tho Divioion continuod tho attack to the woeot on 15
April with Combat Cormand R loading. Combat Corrmnd A repained
in tho HEMER aroa and Tagk Forco Wonple wag rolioved of rogpone-
gibility of tho allicd Prigonor of War canp at HEMER at 1015
by the 395th Infantry Reoginont.

Coribat Cormand R attacked fron along two routes,
Tagk Forco Brown moved north at 0730, 15 April, with orders to
pagg through olenonta of the 5th Infantry Division at MENDEN,
thon to attack wost along the northern routo ceizing and holding
tho high ground northeagt of tho LENNE RIVER.

At 0900, Tagk Force Brown launchod itg attack fron
MENDEN with Tagk Forcc Sweat loading. Advancing along tho
axic HALINGEN-HENNEN, he ren into major opposition whilo trying
to novo fron GRULAND to HENNEN, Here the oneny had takon full

advantage of natural defonsive foatures and the road wag undor
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diroet firo fron woll canouflagod 20-rm flak gung and 88-rm
AA=AT gung. It was inposaidlo to push forward. Evory novenont
of owr infantry brought down onony artillary firc in gpito of
our countorbattory and dircet tank firc on gun positions. Irmodiatoly
Tagk Forca Wolfo, which had boon following in colurmn, wag ordorod
to procood via HO LINGEN~BERTLINGIOH-KALTHOF to onvelop tho cnony
flank,

Thio task foreo noved repidly, ovorrunning resistanco

in tho form of AT and flok ggn firc and wont into position
in tho aroa wast of KALTHOF.

Tagk Forco Wolfo was orderod to take KALTHOF in an offort to
rolicve the progsouro on Tagk Foreo Swoot. Aftor the artillory
had goftonod tho town up a bit, Task Forco Wolfe, with infantry
of Conpany B, 38th Armored Infantry Batdalion, mountod on tanks
of Conpany B, 40th Tank Battalion, noved rapidly into tho town,
shooting ag 1t wont. The town owrrondorod without serious
resistanco,.

Tagk Force Wolfc quickly rcorganized and again with
infantry on tanks attackod tho road junction oirmltanooucly
with Tagk Forcc Swoat. Both forces were hold up for the cvening
end formod a tank-infontry etrongpoint in tho arca, In this action,
muierous guna of all calibres and 2 nark VI tonks woro degtroyoed
and about 260 prisonors wore takon,

Tagk Force Griffin wag aagigned tho sourthern route out

of MENDEN, lounching its attack along the axis MENDEN-SUMMERN
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at 0956, Tho Task Force waa haltod by hoavy oppoaition in the
forn of artillery and dircct fire fron AA woapons raking the colurin.
The envolopnent nado by Tagk Force Wolfe on KALTHOF not only helpod
Taglk Forco Swoat to advance but also, aidod Tagk Forco Griffin,
SUMMERN wao cleared by 2000 and Tagk Force Griffin noved on
through KALTHOF to scizo and sccurc REFFLINGSEN.

At firot light on 16 April, Cormbat Cormuond R continuod
the attack with Tagk Forco Brown and Griffin abrocst. Tho attack

wao pronptly haltod at 0630 aftor tho locding olenents wero cone

fronted by a captain; Ge2 of tho 116th Panzor Division, who indicated

thot he deoirod to nogoticte for tho surronder of oncry troopa.
Although ho stated ho ropregsonted tho Corrending General, 116th
Panzor Divigion, he wago told to return to hilo organization and
return with ooncono who had oufficicnt cuthority to negotiate

2 gurronder. With thic informntion having becn relayoed to hin,
Major General Robort W. Hasbrouck, Cormending General of the Tth
Arnored Divielon, irmedintoly sent Coloncl John L. Ryan Jrs, his
chief of ataff, to handle the negotiationa., Colonel Ryan first not
General Von Waldonborg who stated he hed beon cnipowered to gpoak
for Major General Fritz Bayorloein, Cormnnding Genoral of the LIIT

Gorman Corpa. Colonel Ryan did not accept Von Waldenberg's stated

authority to nogotiate the surronder and was conducted back to the
headquartors of the LIII Corps wherethc nogotiations wore made with

Gonoral Bayerloine At that tine the LIII Corps consistod of tho

116th Panzor Divigion, 180th Infantry Division, 190th Infantry
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Divigion, and tho rormants of the 9th Panzer Divioion,

Coloncl Ryan, ag tho reprogentative of Genercl Hasbrouck,
laid down tho ourrendor tornma: all troops would bo asserbled
in tho designatoed arcasj all armo would be stacked; no material
would bo deotroyod; arncd guards would bo placod over material
until rolioved by Anorican troopa. Fiftcon ninutes were given
the Gormans to make a deeision and at tho ond of that tine
thoy folt tho noed of furthor porsuwasion, Colonel Ryan pointod
out that planco were aveilable to the Seventh and no tino would
bo loat in calling thon in to bomb tho arca. In less thon 3
ninutes the Gormang announced thoir decision: the owrronder
torno woro accoptod.!

Tho romainder of the day waeo gpont in the collection and
ovacuation of the prisonors. By the ond of the day Combat Cormand
R had occupiod 2ll of tho objoctive along the IENNE Rivor ostabligh-
ing road blocks whore nccoasary.

At 1200, 17 April, the Tth Arnored Divigion wag reclicved
of rogponoibility of the ccctor including acceptance and evacuation
of prigonora,

Swmary of tho Actiong During Thig Phago

During this phooo of tho operation, tho Tth Armored Division
had continually cttackoed north and woot to capturo tho town of
IIMER and aggiot in tho nopping up of the cnery forceg in the town
of MENDEN ag woll as pushing on to take objoctivos along the LENNE
River. Thio action comploted the participation of tho 7th Armored
Divigion in tho roduction of the RUHR pockot. During ito participu-.
tion in tho yroduction of the RUIR pocket from 5 April to 17 April,
the divigsion had advanced approximately 30 niles over torrain in

nany cagos oxtrenoly diffioult againot dotorrinod cneny resistance
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and hod captured approxinately 40,000 prigoncrs aa woll ag a
corrcoponding largo nurbor of cnery vehicles and equipnont.
Tho cuccoseful participation of tho division in this
operation can best bo swmarized in tho following cxtract fron
the Ordor of tho Dey, datod 19 April 1945, published by Major
Genoral Robort W, Hagbrouck to the officors and non of the Tth

Armored Division:

Tho==-niggion wao to chop up thoe pocket you helped to
croates Deapite nountainous terrain which greotly favored
the onony, you drove to the heart of his dofensca., That
part of the pocket you wore to roduce ccasod to oxist at
0845 on 16 Aprile=-good hunting.

—

k|

NOTES FOR CHAPTER T

]'I'ho roader's attention 1o invitod to the fact thet thio
infornation wag obtained frop data aftor thio operation and was
not availablo to Anerican troop corrandors at thio tine,

“Bayorloin: "Intolligonco Swrary”, Air Prisoner of War
Intorrogation Dotachnont, Military Intolligonce Sorvico, AFO 696,
US Army, 29 May 1945,

’Ibid.
l";bid .

2aftor=-Action Roport, Tth Armored Divicion, 5-16 April
191“5: p 47.

°Ibid, p 52.
T1via, p 55.

BIbid y P 59

105



CHAPTER 8
SUMMARY AND CONCIUSION

At 0630, 16 April 1945, oncmy rocistancoe in tho Tth Armorod
Divioion's aroa of the RUHR pockot ccaged to oxiot. At 1200, 17
npril; +tho divioion wag rolioved of rogsponoibility of ito ocetor.
During tho poriod 5 April to 16 April tho Divigion hod advancod
approxirmntoly 30 niles through a mountainous arca which gave ovory
advantage to tho dofendor. Forty thoucand prigonors wore capturod
along with a corrcoponding large numbor of onery vohicleo and cquip-
nont.

To proporly ovaluato thio action it muot bo kopt in nind
that tho major part of tho onery trapped in tho RUHR pookot. had
littlo noro than tho tradition of tho Gormoan arry to hold hin to-
gothor: Sinco tho failuro of tho ARDENNES attack, tho organization,
cupply, and oguipnent of tho oncny troops trapped in the RUHR pockot
had boon dotoriorating. Allicd crosoinge over tho RHINE Rivor had
furthor lowored their norale, and tho clooing of the pincors around
tho RUER inductrial aroa had all but mndo thoir pogition hopoleaa.

Tho RUHR with all ito induotry could not oupport tho cnony
divigiona trapped within tho pockot. Conctant bonbdbing, decentraliza-
tion of il'c indugtrics, and tho lack of cosential oupplicas ouch ao
fuol ond foed nade it inpoooible for tho onony to long ocurvive, It

in notablo thoy woro ablo to hold out ao long ao thoy did.
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To offgot thig, howover, tho onomy had tho torrain rmch
in hio favor. Tho oagtorn gootor of tho RUER pockot through
whiolh tho Tth Arnorod Divigion attacked is prodoninently nountainougs.
Deop=cut, narrow volleyo with unfordable otroang running through
'l:.hm:t camiizod tho novenent of owr txoopa, A cinglo antitank gun
or a road block covored by the firo of a fow rifloo wag able to
hold our ecoluns np for houras at a tine whon proporly placed in
theoo narvow defiloo: Tho divioion secldon had oufficiont opaco
to proporly utilize 1to nobility in bypaosoing or out-flanking cheny
reoiostanco,

On 30 March 191+5, the Tth Armored Divigion capturod tho
EDER Dan and crogoings over the EDER Rivori Corbat Cormond A
wao dotached on 2 April while the ddvisionh who otild in “:hiu,aroa.
On 3 April ordors werc rocoived by tho aivioion to attack into
the RUHR pockots Tho divicion noved into an agsombly arca on k4
April in proparction to launch tho attack tho following norning.

ho firot phaos of the Tth Amcrod Divigion's pert in the

roduction of tho RULR pociiot took tho four days from 5 to B April,
A well planmed and coordinated atiock by all oloments of tho divie
gfon nirmc Combat Cormiand A wag noccansery to capturce the town of
SGIVITEIOURC and ito gurrounding villagoo. Thioc wao prinarily
on InTunlry ghow gupportod by artililory, awmaor, and the cir corpa,
It woa roucooary to roduco tho SCTIALIENIRG arca to goin an ontrant

into tho hoart of tho RUHR pocket, T wao boliovod, and lator proved
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to bo the caso, that tho enomy had hig boot troops hionning thio
outor choll of tho pockot and that once this choll woo plorced he
would have littlo loft for furthor orgenized dofongcl

The picturo began to chango ag tho division ontorod the
gsocond phage of this roduction. During the poriod 9 to 1l April
cnory rogistance progrogsively bocame weaker, While he wao otill
cblo to offor otrong rcoiotonce in gpots hio wiil to fight tono-
ciously to tho laagt wao obbing. The cneny wag carryiﬁg on a not
too woll orgenized doloying action. Ho wag boconing dicorganized
and bowildered; hio offorto wore picconecal; hioc unito were beconing
scattoroed; and hic oupply routco woro ovorrun. Air roporto of
confucion in the cnony roar arocs wore woll cubotanticted. The
Tth Jrmored Division with ito overy incrocoing proocourc and
nonentwl wag in an oxpioimtion phago, The tank wao now out in
front in 2ll 1to glory.

The poriod of 12 to 13 April mode up the third phage of
thic reduction action, Tho oxploitation wao gucccooful in cone
fuoing and disorgenizing tho onony and broaking up hic corrmnico-
tions, Whilo pocketa of reasigtance otill oxiotoed thoy wore isolatod
and ghort-1ived; more of a harcocsing maturo than anything cloos
The terrain wag boconing more of an obataclo to tho divicion's
advanco than wag tho onony, Tonks wore loading with infantry
riding on thon go cs not to rotard the norontun of the attack.
Spocd and violonco wag tho ordor of tho day, Diroction of attack
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by tagk force colurma wag changed with littlo priok warning and
apparontly little confucion. Iarge groupa of tho onon;r wero being
bypoaged and cithor nopped up or gathored up by tho ir'xfnntry which
followed.,

Tho fourth and final phago of thig action covered the
period 14 to 16 April, Thic wao o continuotion of the oxploitae
tion ond was morkod by longor gaing and more frocdon of nancuvor,
Toolated pockota of tho onany wo«i‘d gtill heragoing owr columnag
but hic will for a deotorninod fight wao gonc. The: rooistonce
wag conporatively caogy to overcone. With little reorgenization
our colwma wore able to continue the advancos On the norning
of 16 April, tho onory subnittod to tho tormo of unconditional
gurrendor,

Following the Tth Armworod Divigcion through itg port in
the roduction of tho RUHR pocket, we find an exenplification of
the prirmary role of thig tean--the offencive. In ito attack on
the woll orgonized arca of SCHMALLENGERG-FREDEBURG, tho infantry
wag puchod to the fore supported by armor, artillery, and ongincorg, -
Ag reaioctaonco bocare leags and gpeod bocario tho ooaonce of osucceoo
the tanka took the load aupportod by tho other unito of thio teon.
The air corpo supported at all tinos whor available and when tho
vinibility pornittod. .
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Legsons

l. Formation of Task Forces for Self-sufficiency and
Floxibility. The division commander had tank, infantry, artillery,

engineer, reconnaissance, medical, ordmance, and signal unite which
he could assign to combat cormands in a mamner he saw fit to best
mect tho situation at hand. The combat commander in twrn had those
units with which to form task forces to moet situations which he had
to overcome, For tho attack on SCHMALLENBURG, the assault task forces
were hoavy in infantry as it is best suited to reduce such an orgon-
1z0d position. As cnomy rosistance bogan to weaken in this arca and
it bocamo apparont that a breakthrough would be possible, task forcce
hoayy in armor with sufficiont infantry to roduce pockets of rc=-
slstanco unapsailablo by tanks worce formod, Tho artilleory was ovor
prosont, and ongincers wero atltached in proportion to the ncod for
thom to facilitate the adwvance of the assaulting columms, Thus from
day to day or from ono action to the noxt, the cormandor could com=
binc ‘tho arms within his toams to bost moet the apocific situation
at hand.

2, Rolontloss Progsuro on tho Weakoning Encmy. Once

tho onomy startod to weaken, tho Tth Armorod Division kept a

rolontleds progsure on hia rotroating and dolaying forcos, Had

tho Tth Armored Division stopped to lick its wounds after reducing

“ho SCHMALLENBURG~FREDEBURG aroa, which apparoatly the onomy had

oxpoctod to hold ag his main line of rosistance, in all probability thc
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onoryy would have had tino to ro=cogonblo and reorganize sufficient
forcoa with which to form anothor ouch position further to the weot,
Inotead, the progouro put on tho cnony gave hin no tine to roorgenizo
and tonded to eroate nore confucion in hio ranka,

3, Maintnining tho Mouontun of the Aptack. When the

Tth Artored Division found itoolf through tho onomy'o hard gholl
of rogiatanco and into hig roar arca whero only icolatod cpoto of
roointanco wore wet, it puched on rolentloasly to ito ultinnte
objective taking every advantage posoible of tho onox:qr'a utter
confusion, Evory offort was nade to keop tho colurnng rolling
c¢eepor into tho hoart of hin torritory¢ Agnin, had thoro boon

an appreocicble pausc for ocupplics, raintonance, or root, the onory
would havo beon given the tiro to gathor hia brokon unito togother;
reorganize, and forn for the defonao.

k. Bypagalng Whou Pocoiblos In ordor to mnintain ita fore
ward novenient the Tth Armorod Divisioh bypasoed pockets of oncny
reoiotonce whon the terrain fllowed tho mancuvere Thego pocketao
wvorc contnined by & annll port of thoe division or turned ovor to
infantry unito coning vo fron tho roor, Had it boon the policy (or
order) of the divioion to clean up over— bit of rosistance riot before
noving onto the noxt, tho oroy would anve painod tho vital tine necded
and have boon able to prolong the gtrusglo with a rooultant groater

corl, in liyoo and equiprwat to the division,
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5. The Infantry Follow=tp, A vitel part in the exploita-

tion by an arnored divicion ig that of the infantry which followao.

Tt would have boon inpogoiblo for the Tth Amored Division to rothin
{tc novoront forward if it had had to geccurc ito routes of oupply,
procoog tho priconcrs taken in ito goctor, and roduce or oven contoin
tho many pockoto of tho onory who gbill hod tho will to rooicts Thooo
Joba fall on tho infantry and, though not oo glorious, arc no vital
to thio ouccoog of the oporation ag 1o the leading colwin of brmor,

6. Manouvering to Ovorcome Rogistancqs A baoic principle
of all tactico 1o to hold an oncny in pooition with ono cleriont

and otriko hin in a woak gpot with anothor, The soundnoss of thio
principlo was brought out many tinocs during this operation by olenento
of the Tth Armored Divioion: There arce sevoral ingtoncca of tack E
forcoo boing cont to the flanks or roar of a gtrong onony position
which wag holding up anothor tack force., Comparativoly opeody,

and rolatively cagy succoas wag not with thic mancuver cach tine.

T« Changing Dircction of Attack. Ao thio operation pro=-

greagod into tho reoar arocas of tho onory ingtances arc gilven whoroe
taokk foroco and combat cormande complotely changed their dircction
of attack. Fron the Tth Armorcd Divicion's point of viow it 1o
bolioved thio wag dono on the bacio of reoporta thet cneny unita
worce forning, which if not ifrmodiatoly diopersed right becono o jor
obotaclos to tho following infontry. Tho offectivencss of guch o
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ronouver, couged prirmerily by tho olenont of owrprisc, wag brought
out lator in roporto by capturol onony officorc., This 1o not -
gtrictly cccoptod mmnouver but fron ite apporont cffoctivencse 1o
woll worth consicoration.

0« Ugo of Corbat Coiziand Rogorvo. It 1o gufficiont to

ccll tho rocdorts attontion to tho activitios of Coibet Comaend
Rogerve during thie oporctions It could weoll havo beon ncied /
Corbat Compwnd C ap it wao as mmch an asgoult conbat cormnnd ag
vog J\ and B,

9. Rotation of Corbat Corxwndges During thie operation

tlo division cormandor uwgod two conbat cormands in the agsault
10 punel their way forward whilo tho third was in rosorve ropting
and Dorlormiing naintonanco. Ilo could have had Combat Cormandag

A and D habituelly co tho cogoult units rotatin: thoir bottalions
for roiwbDilitation with thooe of Corbat Corxaand Rosorvo which
would hobitually havo been the rosorve unit. Instoad, howevor,
ho rotatod ontiro combat corzwnda, This nothold worked very well,

10. The Advantoo of Troininge Tho Tth Arnwored Divieion

aod Doon thwough & good deal before it ontoroel this operction and
conorontly had profited by ite oxporioncos, The roacorfs attention
ig ccllod to tho suddon changos of diroction oxccutod with relative
ocge; tho leunching of coordinatod attacks with little tiro to

Jronoroy and tho tean=worl: botweon tosl forces and botweon cssault
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unite and supporting artillery. Coneider the communications
gyston nooeasary to accomplish the above; the standing oporating
proceduros which must havo boon in offect; and the knowledge tho
cormnndore muat have had of oach othor and of the units they com=
mandod. Theso and many othors are the advantagos of training; of
training togothor ag a corbined arms tean.

Conclugion

With the above swmary and lecasons in mind lot us look
at tho vital factors which muat be conaidored in Judging this
oporation:

l, Tho cnony waa doomed to defoat bofore the operation
bogan.

2. The terrain was mountainous which gave the sdvantage
to tho dofenso,

3« Tho Tth Armorod Divigion wag well supplicd, well
trainod and oquippod, and 111{311 in morale,

It st bo in tho light of these factors that the loassonao
learnod fron this oporation bo applicd.

Techniquog baged on tactical conditions in which we had
both air suporiority and supromncy, in which we werc fighting an
onany cognizant of his ultimate dofoat, and in which our forceos had
unquogtionod preponderance in nen and matericl may cause sorious
rovorses whon an onony with oqual or suporior forcos is not.
Success baged on such pagt conditions mny not win future battlos,
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AFPPEIDIX I
4 TACTICAL STUDY OF THAT FORTION OF THE RUHR
JREN TRAVERSED BY THE 7th ARMORED DIVISION,
ATRIL 5 = 16
1. ZPURPOSE AID LIMITING CONSIDERATIONS
Oftentinoe in oombat tho torrain proves @& more difficult
advorcaery than tho oneny. In eny ovont it ie a factor which hae
congldorable direct boaring on nilitery operations. In ordor to
bottor anorociatc the arca travorscd by the Scventh Armorcd Divie
glon during 1te drive into tho RUHR Pocket, it isg importent to
coneidor 1te topography and tactical offcct in somo dotail, Tho
divielon swopt a strip averaging five or eix milos wide and ap=-
proxinately thirty-five milee in longth = including goveral changes
of diroction., In gonoral, tho escope of this study lios botwoon
7 dogroon 40! and 8 dogreec 4O' E Longitude and between 5! and 30!
‘of the 5lot dogreo N Iatitudoe It includos thet portion of southe
eaot WESTFALEN botwocen tho RUHR River and ite tributarics, the
LONE and the WENE. (Scc Figuro 28).
<« GEIERAL DESCRIFPTION OF THE AREA

a, Climctic and woathor conditions. Doing open to tho

nild weoterly winde, Goernony hae o nildor elirnte than would be
cxpoctod fron its latitude. For April the noan tenperature is
L9 dogroen Fo Tho monthly average procipitation ic two inchos

from thirteon dayg of rain, Springtino foge cre not infroquent,.
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be Togog&pl}y;
(1) Relicf and drainage cyctena.

Although tho ontirc arca io quite hilly cnd inter-
locod with watorways, thore ic little fixed pattorn in tho ridge
oycéens Tho tributarica of tho WENNE and IENNE Rivore aro the ro=-
gult of o goriles of smnll northecast to gouthewost ridgees which
cheractorizo tho castern part of the zonc. The tributarics of the
RUIR River itsclf - nanely the IENNE, HONNE, ROHR, cnd WENNE -
divide the weotorn port of tho zono imto lorgor, longor northwoot
to goutlwast ridgee. Tho vory conploxity of the draincge syston
invitos tho formotion of numorous wwoloted hill mascces. Both the
average altitudo and the hoight of the hilltops cbove the valloyes
dininich in a wogterly dircction. Tho relotively stoep and rugged
1ille in the OBERKIRCHEN arca nount to nearly 2500 feet in places;
thogo noar MENDEN riso only sono 900 feot and with nore gontle in-
olincsa.

(2) Vogetation,

Aglde fron tho rivor walleys, tho areoa ic anply
forcotod. All of Gorneny lios within tho northorn forceot zono of
Plyrtogoography and is pro-onineatly a wooded nation. Twonty-oix
porgent of the country abounds in forost in contrast, for exarplo,
to throo poreont of Greet Britain, Dociduous growthe » conposeod |
nainly of boeoch and ocl, blanket the lower slopes while the coni-

foroug »ino is abundant at higler clovationa,
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(3) BSurfoco mnteriala,

Tho goil of thio aroca congiote for the most
part of hoavy clays based on olate quartzito and sandatono,
Darping hoavy or continuous ra.ina, thie typc of soil prosonte no
great problon to armored noverient.

(%) Cultwral fonturcs

A gonerally oxecollont road not covers thie section
of WESTFALEN, The two beaot highwayo parallol the LENNE and WENIE
Rivorg and aro intorscctod by two transverse roade running through
ESIOIE and BECKUM rcapoctively. A nyriad of lecsor roads link all
inhabitetod placcs and tho groat majority of theso are suitablo for
armerod traffic. They do, however, gonorally follow tho stroan
valloya - loaving many of the hill nogsos incccosoible to vo-
Licular traffic,

The prinoipel towng in the zonc of tho Sowvonth
fAomored Division's adwonoe cro: SCHMALLEIBERG, FREDEBURG, NEUENRADE,
ISERIONI, and MENDEN, Ionc of these have o populotion as groat as
fivo thougand inhabitentes although all aro locatod on rail lincs
and at relatively important corrmnication contora.

Je MILITARY ASFECTS OF THE AREA

e Criticcl torrain feooturcs. The nost critical torrain

Tfooturos of tho aroc are the RUHR, IENNE, and WENNE Rivors but
gince tho diviglon did not roach tho first of those and passod bo=-
twoon tho othors, thoy had no offoet on oporations. The long,
roadleoss ridge running westword fron WENHOLTHAUSEN providod a
notural barrior to tho division's advance and could have bocorne
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quibe a oritical torrain foaturo had not a by-paos boon awveilablo

Yo tho onot, Ag far ac tho first phogso of the attack was con=-

cornod, tho towns of SCEMALLENBERG and FREDEBURG werc critiocal

fonturcs Yo the oxtont thoy guerded tho cntrances to tho LENNE

and VINIE Rivor walloys rogpoctivoly. Tholr reduction weag cceon=
1ol to fwrthor advance in tho divigion zone,

b Oboorwvation and fiolds »f firec, Both cbgorvation and

fiolds of firc aro oxtrguoly limitod in this hilly, wooded torrain,
With progrogs nainly confined to torfuous roads visibility was
gonerally reotrioted to logse than 2 %iousand yords, Hill to hill
obaorvation was oxccllont oxoopt ag himmporoed by tho woods but this
wog of littlo waluo to tho tankor confined to tho walley floor.

¢« Obstaclozs Tho principle obstacle in tho division
gootor ig tho hill mase typo terrain thgothor with the hoavy
forootatlion thorcon. Movomont wae dofinitely restriotod ond
oaunnlizod, With wvolhicular travol foraq.d into the walloys, cach
town bocamo an obotaole whiolh wasg casilyy fortifiod and defonded.
Ilo gorious wator barriors oxist in this aroa,

de. Concoaliiont and oover. Du¢ to the profusion of hill

regoog and tho cbundant woodland both cover and concoclmont are
roadily available, Porhaps loss ondowod along thisc line is 2 strip
averaging two or tluce kilonoters wide renning slightly northoast
fron NEURIMADE towards tho junotion of the WENNE ond RUHR Rivors..
Anothor otyrip of open and fairly gontlo terrain follows the HONNE

Rivor north fron NEUENRADE to BECKUM, thergc weot to ISERIOHN,
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o Avonucg of cpproache Advanoing from tho vieinity of

ODEIIIRCIEN to the ISERIOEN-MENDEN arca, the ayenucs of approach
met be oongidored in sovoral otoges. Tho WHINE River walley offore
tho bogt route ag far zo tho GREVENSTEIN croa, Turning west, tho
opon, rolling ground prosonts o good avenue in spite of tho oroama
corportwontes Boyond thoe SORPE STAUBECKEN, the walleys of the
I0MME and BORKE Rivers load diroctly to MIENDEN and tho lowlandg
of the RUHR bagin boyond.

l, TACTICAL EFFECT OF THE TERRAIV,

Tho aroc in which tho Sovonth Armworod Divicion operatod
¢uring th0 Reduotion of tho RUHR is by no neonsg the idocl for
artorod warfaerce. In only & very fow ploces wag thoro an oppor=-
tanity for doployold formmtions and oven theso wero on a arll
goalo, 111l mnggos whicl kopt tho attockor in colwrm on tho road
ol of the tino cortainly favored the dofondeore An advance in
guch torrain ageinst the Gernan Army of throc yoors previous would

have boon a2 great donl slowor and nore difficult,
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ORDER OF BATTLE
4 APRIL 1945
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XX XX
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r T T r
XXX XXX XXX XXX
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) T T 1
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J | | | I

X X XX XX XX : X

B[O]r r[O]7 |7 ®|7 Oltroops  A[D]7
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3lst Tank Bn 40thTank 8n 129th Ord MBn A(-)7203rd AAA 33rd Armd Engr ITth Tank dBn
48th Armd Inf Bn 3sth ArmdinfBn  77th Armd MedBn AW Bn Bn (-) 23rd Armd InfBn
434tharmd FABn 400th ArmdFABN 446th QM Tran Trk Co 87th cav Rcn sq A/814th TD Bn
C/I4thTD BN 440thArmd FABn 3967th QM Trk Co Mecz (- B/33rd Armd Engr
A/??rd Armd Engr  G/33rd Armd A/87th cavRcn Sq 203rd AAA AW Battalion
Baffalion Engr Battalion Mecz Bn (-)
I/B/2Q3rd AAAAW B/8i14th TD Bn D/203rd AAA AW Bn 8i4th TD Bn )
Battalion Kglggt '('ﬂl AAA - milPolice Plat
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APPEIDIX IIX
PERSONALITIES

lia jor Goneral Robort Hasbrouck, 0-8588, (Rotired), Cone
mending Gonoeral, 7th Armorod Division, was born in thoe ctato of
llow Yorl: on 2 Februory 1896. Ho wag appointod to tho Unitod States
Military Acadory fron Now York and wag a cadot ot tho Military
Acadeny fron 15 June 1914 to 29 August 1917. He graduatod 2o @
Socond Lioutcnant of tho Coast Artillory Corps. By tho ond of
World War I ho had roachod tho rank of Coptoin,

On 1 July 1920 Captain Hagbrouck trancforrod into the Ficld
Artillory and tho noxt yoor graduatod fronm the Battory Officorts
Cowrso ot the Fiold Artillory Schools. In 1934 ho graduatod fron
tiec Comuand and General Steff Colloge at Fort Loavenworth, Konsaa,
Threco yoars lator, in 1937, lio graduatod fron the Army War Collogo.

Provious to comuiing corxmnd of the Tth Armored Division
Gonoral Iasbrouck corwandod Combat Cormuand B of that divisions On
1 lovembor 1944 ho took oorzwend of the Tth Armored Division ond wasg
pronotod to the rank of Major General on 6 February 1945,

Goneral Hogbrouck rotired fron the United States Army on
5 Sopterbor 1947. Through his arny carcer he wag awarded the Dig-
tinmighod Servico Modal, tho Silver Ster, tho Iegion of Morit, and
tle Bronze Stor Modal,

Colonel Willian Sanmuol Triplet, 0-15815, corrnnder of Corbat
Cormand A, wag born in tho atoto of Missowri on 21 Soptonbor 1899,
From 12 Juno 1917 to 13 May 1919 ho wag onlisted in the United States
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Arzyr. Ho wag appointoed to tho Unitod Stotes Military Acadory fron
Migeourl and wag o cadet at tho Military Acadory fron 6 July 1920
to 11 Junc 1924, On 12 Juno 1924 he bocerne ¢ Second Licutenant of
Infontxy,

Colonel Triplet greduated from tho Army Tank School in 1930,
In 1935 ho graduated fron tho Company Officer's Courso, Tho Infantry
Sciiwool. Ho completod his formwl oducation graduating from the Cone
rmand and Gonoral Steff Collogo at Fort Loavonworth, Kansas in 19759.

On 6 Fobruory 1941 ho was pronoted to the rank of Major and
bocare o full Colonol on 29 Doccnber 1942,

Colonel Triplet was awardod the Silver Star, the Logion of
Morit, tho Bronze Star Modal with Oak Ieaf Clustor and the Purple

Hoort with two Ock Loeaf Clustors.

Colonel Josoph Farroll Haskell, 0-18197, (Rotired), con=
nandor of Combat Cormond B, was born in the state of lcbraska on
1 «El'ul;{ 1908, He wog appointod to the Unitod Stotes Militery Acadery
fron low York and was & cadet at the Military Acadony fron 1 July
1926 to 1l Juno 1930, Ho was graductod as & Sccond Licutenant of
Infantry.

On 12 June 1932 ho tronaforred to tho Cavalry. Ho becorw
a graduato of tho rogulor courco at The Cavalry School in 1936 and
a yoar lator graduated from tho Advancod Equitation Course thore.
Colonel Inglkoll graduatod fron tho Cormand and Goneral Staff College,

Fort Ioavenworth, Konsae in 1941,
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On 1 Fobruary 1942 he wag promoted to the rank of Mo jor and
to Tull Colonol on 25 Novornbor 19435,

Colonel Hagkell was retired fron the Unitel Stetes Armyy on
30 Ilovenbor 1946, Eis decorations include the Silver Star, the

Iogion of Merit and the Bronze Star Modal.

Colonol Francis Parker Tompkins, 0-11210, (Retired), cone
nencor of Combat CorxwinC Rocorve, was born in the stato of Kansas
on 6 Ootobor 1896, Ho woz cppointod to tho Unitod Statos Military
heclony Tron Arizont and wag o cadet at the Militery Acadonmy fron
15 Junc 1915 to 11 Junc 1918, Ho groducted as ¢ Socond Licutonant
of Cavalry.

In 1928 he graduntod fron Tho Cavalry School's Troop Officor's
Courso onl conpleoted the Advancod Equitation Courasc thore in 1929,
In 1957 ho graduated Irom tho Comwnd and Genercl Staeff College at
TFort ILecvenworth, Konsco, Two yoors lator Coloncl Tonpkineg graduated
Tron tho Chondenl Warfare Schools In 19%0 he culninated his forrml
ofuecctlon graduating from the Army Wer Colloege.

On 1 July 1942 ho woe pronoted to the renk of full Coloncle
Ho rotirod fron the United States Army on 31 July 1947 as o Coloncl
of Cavalry,

Coloncl Tompkins wag awardod the Silver Ster, tho Ioglon of

lMorit with ono Ock Ioaf Cluster and the Bronze Star Modal,
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Corporcl Thones Je Kolly, Brooklyn, Now Yor

in Conpeny C, 48th Armworod Infantry Botta

Y

K, ¢ nodical

lion, on 5 April

ar Alenort, Gormany wao awarded the Medal of Honor. He

only morber of the Tth Armored Divigion to receive thic

decoration during the period 5 - 16 April 1945, His citation

murdoroud oneny fire to bring
battlefiold cCoath trap, During

T
WO

ag Tollowan?

Kolly, Thomcs Je (Cpls) Aloriort, Gormony; Tth Arnd. Div,;
5 4pril 45, A nodical=cid ran, ho mado 10 goparcto trips through

eritically wounded ncn out of o
cach of hig trips he Cragged a

man and guicded o tvotel of 7 othors loge serioucly woundod
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Figarc 50, Willian Scrmel Triplot
Coloncl
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APYENDIX IV

Tth Armorod ﬁivisian Unit Cormxndors
(5 - 16 April 1945)

-

Divlieion Cormandor

Combat Cormwnd A

Combat Corzund B

Corbat Command R

Diviglon Artillexry
Divieion Troing

174h Tanl: Bn

51let Tank Bn

Lot Tank Bn

25¢ Jrmwrod Infantry Bn
50th Jrmored Infontry Bn
484 Jamorod Infentry Bn
O7ta Cavalry Ren 8Sq (Meoz)
F54 Jxmworod. Enginocr Bn
147th Jrmorod Signel Co
Lokth Jamored Fiold Arty Bn
LLoth Armorod Ficld Arty Bn
L39th Javwred Fiold Arty Bn
129th Ord Mointonanco Bn

Tth Ariored Medical Bn
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Maj Gon Robort W. Hagbrouck
Colonocl Willion S. Triplet
Coloncl Joscph Fe Haskcll
Coloncl Fe P Torpkine
Coloncl O, W. Martin
Colonol Androw Adons

Lt Col John P, Weripple

Lt Col Robort C, Erlcnbuach
Lt Col John Ces Brown

Lt Col Robert L. Rhea

Lt Col Morcus Griggin

Lt Col Richard D, Chappius
Lt Col Vincent L. Boylen

Lt Col Clydc A. Koltnor

Lt Col Encrson M. McDornotd
Lt Col Jorice G, Dubuiseon
Lt Col Norman E. Hort

Lt Col Janes We Milner

Lt Col George E. Hughes

Lt Col John B, Boloard



APPEIDIX IV

Tth Arzored Divioion

STATISTICS
Cluronology Canpaims
Activated 1 Moxr k2 Northern France
Arrived ETO 13 Jun 4k Ardennes
Arrivod Continont (Df65) 10 Aug bk Rhincland
tored Corbat: Central Burope
First Blononta 15 hug 44
Entirc Division 14 Aug bb
Doys in Coubat 172
Cogualtios (Tentativo) Individual Avards
ITillod 887 DSC L
Woundod L, aTh Iegion of Morit 16
Misoing 1,050 Silvor Stor 582
Coptured 39 Soldicra Medal 6
Bronze Stor 2,907
Dattlo Casunlticn 6,150 Air Medal 95
loneBattle Casualtios 4,352
Tot-l Casunltios 10,502
Percont of T/0 Strongth 93k PWe Taken 113,041
COMROSIILIOK
ORGAIIIC UNITS
Hoadguartere Conpany Combat Comnnd A
Rogorve Cormiand Combat Cormond B

174h Tankz Bn 234 Arnored Infontry Bn  87th Cavelry Ren Sqg (Mocz)
51t Tanl Bn  38th Armorod Infontry Bn 330 Armored Enginoer Bn
1 Ton's Bn 58th Arnorod Infantry Bn 147th Armored Signal Co

1th Armored Divigion Artillory

L3kth Armored Ficld Artillery Battolion
LLoth Arnored Fiold Artillery Battalion
489th Arrored Fiold Artillery Battalion

1th Armored Divicion Troins

129t Ordnonce Mointonanoo Eatbalion. - Military Police Platoon
TTh Arnorod Medical Battalion Band
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