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TJ.o Re ecrch R0 ort pr0par0d by Committee No . 5 and 
tlcvot d to t1O port layod by tho 7th orcd n·vision in the 

ccuct1O o ".' t o R Poelect s11oulo. b0 of con in intero st 
to ~11 students of armor . Sol do Division on-
G:GOCl in so many diverso typos of a ction wit 1in such a short 
1or ioa or ti o . Tho cloven day covorrd by tho report saw tho 
u_v· o·oi n~ccos ivoly onGa od in : (1 ) An attack out of a defile 
to G1i upD.CO in which to do l oy, ( 2 ) An attack gainst h~stily 

op~r d o onsivo position, (3) Tho breakthrough of this position 
a nd , ( l~ ) .An ox:ploitation of tl o bro kthrou{jh whicL , at times , bo ­
cor. u !)l s 1.it . 

hiD r eport indic tos ho -, tho Combat Co nd typo of 
-rmorod Division ' s splendid conn:nuni ­

th ~lexibility in or nnization which 
in uch succc sion of r apid ly 

idod by t_o 

in r 11 c1r1 ocno t w th t.11 co 1itt o in it con-
to he losso s loo rm thi opo ation . I do 

com-

zon 
as 
din 

o1 arc ..., whore tho terrain favored 

s t 10 Co i ttoc Report ind· cat s , tho R pocl'ot -1t.1 

:,i -it'. · i ..to t 10 : rts '1s the otion tow rd "' its roduotio pro -
C7css0 • ~-To or tho 7th orod felt thot we p layed on :important 

t in t~10 III Cor :> ' o red wtion of the nort.1 rn hn lf of tho 
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poc::ct . S01. O'·~ our lon · eel 1 co s 1 .do 11h t o t rl:'a 1 fu or od 
l 

c1 1.1or o<l '"'ct ·on doubtoc l y Oc81stod tl o c:idv no of tho Infa try 
iv:. cio a of tho cor po by t ·"o tonin tho f l onl s and r oo r o tho 

Ger:·--· ts in t cir 1ront . On tho ot1or d , it was th a ction 
In:2'"1ntry divioiona o our l an helped us inunoo ura -

~ l · .. oo wo ctrt G"· locl throu.-~h thot country whore our 
-~ n.,.a ou.ld not IDnouvor . It ., a tho 1011 coordina ted nnd wholly 
coo~ Oi"G ti o octio of Infontr end Armored divisions \Tl ioh brou t 
'"•bout o fin~1 oatisfa o· ory r esult . 

/ o/ Robert W. Hoobrouor 
ROB \T W. HA OUCK 

jor Gonorc..l , u. s. A . (Rot . ) 
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PREFACE 

At t10 outset , tis study wos diroctod toword portray 

to not ons of both tho 7th ond tho 8th Amorod Divisions in tho 

rts tloy ployed in tho rodudtion of tlo .RUHR pockot . ft early 

b0Mmo ovidont thnt tho tine ollott od ond ovoiloblo rosoorch 

r torici lo would not poruit a noor cor1ploto study of oithor of thooo 

divisions , no it wno docidod to 11nit thio otudy to tho 7th Aroorod 

Divis on w1ioh hod a noro ootivo ond intoroatin conpuign . 

T_10 action of tho 8tl A.mored Division in 1ts port of the 

roduot on oft o RUHR pocket ion otor in itoolf . It is hoped 

tl'k.t ...t .o . :o '.futura d to o oiniL:lr study of tbnt ction con bo 

u dortnro • It io wall fort o roodor of this roport to koop 

in nine t_ t ouo o stud would poooibly bri to light a spocts 

of t o uao of uruor in t10 reduction of o pocket not considorod in 

t , . 
. l wor . 

In ropnring this ro ort , oonoidorntion ho boon givon 

t o all t-ctcriol JD o a v il blo to tl c co· . ittoo by Tl o Arnoro · 

S01 ol an . by proviouo :...10 boro of tho 7th An:10rod Divioion . As 

t 1oro is no ublishod history of t ia division , tho :onin source 

of i r-JOtion l ovo boon after action ro orto and tho c orloo 

of t_ os w10 woro with tho Diviaion during tho tine o this action . 

ck of otc.il in t 10 ftor action report and onnoxos 

tlor t o 1 vo in mny inomnooa precluded ") woll roun od history 

t o inclu o · tor· 1 an porsonnol lossoo , rop ccnonta , ardors 
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i cc , n h in ight into t o logi tica l r ob lo , !n :mking 

tl o tn y tho oo ..1ittoo di not i(S!ioro those problo s , but wns 

h nc.icnp ocl by the loc1~ of dom ilo nd confirnod d to. 

T!10 cot ittoo wi o o t o ocl owlcdgo its 1ndobtcdnose to 

I- jor Gcnorol Hc □brouc and othor for-nor cnboro of tho 7th 

r r. ore _Divioion who h.:!Vo c ontributed o 'WC<- lth of inforr:10tion on 

ction . T oy h vc esraciouol subnittcd pe , pictures , ·· 

I lots , and lotter □ witl ~ dooir c t o ai thi wor to t o 1 it . 

Uit' o it t ..101· _ ol ) tl i o ctuc - wuld h vo boon no ·1or o tlrn on 

ol"bor t~o of " fo1 Lftor c ctia1 r oporta . 
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PI' 1 

Il TRODUCTIO 

To t _ e ilita:ry histor ·an World War II w-s a military 

ei."'ol of gi ntio tas -s resulting in aohievem~nts in the field 

of lit ry science that embraced 11 sciences and every pr o-

e on . In the ilitary le der was found the culmination of 

o -1 th se forces . It was h who developed th plans that 

placed this v st store o knowlod oat work . It wash who 

oxcoutod · tho so plans . o t t n 

0 C to ncirolc ent and reduction 

t 10 v r b t h US • · r -t nd nth ic in roh 
( 

, 1914-5 , Tho ultimn o succc · of t 1s ot opcr -

t 0 UC to r ·n J ·ch tho m_ it r l o dor 

t 11 o'olons o - co :c _ c scd ib 1 tios in 

O' uot· t _cti H cs of var -·t in tho scope of h s 

ion . 

T" is stu y wil co cer ·t elf ith tho r eduction 

of t : j_9 • ool"ct a d , · oc lly , with th o rotions 

t h 7t A io , co nod by jor 

,onar c.. l sbrouo.- , ( o 1) r t o t o 

1II or_1 o · US 1.1 i t • It will ntto t to s s the 

co~t,~b tin o th ?tl on in o rr in out ·ts 

1 



1. brouc, , 7t 
Colonel Jo.;; h F. 

alk ov r the r o.io to
' 

T o breed ppr x tel 

6 00 s ro ·, · 1 oft o ul tod re • r~ con ~inod 

. t of t '10 co · ,. ndu tr o_ Go " n • The 1 n for t . c 

t O t ri .1 . ,o r t of o-on -

oo: cd p or tot lo d ...n 0 1 d troop 

It 0 i nolu od with'n t ~stc:r pl.... f r tho inv 8 on of 

ElL O ,JI , s 0 r oicction 0 op ratio "O I.ORD . '! l 

On 25 rch 1945, Lotto of In truot ··on 0 • 18, 

. O"' dqua tor 11·0 n ry Forces , l ocod 

th 1~n n of1oct . T l cd Dr ilio wore 

2 
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rocted to ~tt ck east o the'r br~d ehead cross the RHINE 

· U vor . ~ ~- e d loter a rmored columns of the US Fir t Amy 

rolled tlu·o h the HESSIA H_ lls to c pture ;F/illE!ROOR~ nd oon-

t" c-'r, c, <-i ?. 10 of' the US l int: t LIP ST T . T:.e l rgest 

i 11 ·. d.ou lo envelopement in odorn history been completed . 

l ' tllJ. i t ... sp it h~d tr'" p:pe r · ct c· lly th whole of Ge n 

B nd two corpc o · Go n rnJ¥ Group H, 

I ord .J. t o ost,..bli pr e i 0 .,;,ro lhich to build 

0 ctn y 0 the octivitio t.. D - ccompli ent 0 th 7th 

C<. D.i. i ion , cert'" i con i ere. t ... o :1 · u t f Jr t b invo"'t1 - ., 

1 1

( 

10 o co i er· t i on wi · be allow : 

1 • 

ph,. · e 11 l)h.c d on t:h, <..: C 1vi t.~ cs o-- th 

1 ··r t t l II Cori , of t o , r t US 

; r_ y , ,1:·_ch th , '7 t _1 . orood Di L, 0 Wt.. p r t . 

Tl 

0110 l Sit.l t ·Jon ' w'". p··. ticul rl r oloto to the 

.. t i vit 0 o·-- Ge , "! D 1Y Group B wh ch 0 osod 

us 1_:r t '"•l G tho RHI 

o n . t "'f ono \.:r e( · tho poc ct . 

(s o fi o 2 .) 

T! ' plan f or tl cncircl :m nt o.c> tho r e'"' wn 

c n v :;_ o cnrly in th w .r . T:! c trc. towic import nee of tho 

3 
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( 

RUI r o 1... s o.o uch 1 tudo that tho lliod Hi Co nd 

c: tic i c tod thnt tl o dcstruot on of tho romnining Go ,n forco , 

o t o f ro this source of su_ ply, would bo re l ot1v ly o y . '..L 

Tho ori _n 1 p l n contcm l otod a power cro in of tho 

.1. . J U Ri vo north o t o RUHR , coupled with a sooond"lr off cvt 

t OU th corr ~dor in tho outh . Tho two thruot 

~ r to j o_n in t1 v c n·t o SSEL. 

In " otu 1 pr ct c th ooi zurc oft o R_ G croasin 

o or t d a or v nort or po nt of dcbouc ont 

:i. or t hu o 1.tl1orn foroo t n _a b on pl nnod . T · opportun t 

1 z d b G nor 1 0 r Br d 1 , Co nding Goner 1, 

roup . r e ult build up o orico forces( 
i. t ' br thorn n tho ido o tbo 

I ordor o cont to orco t REl G , 
t ·t w r 10 c ~r o t ~o ort ~nd bo 1 needed r _ or s 

or o co . · t tod t _ r oo t in of th G n RHI 

1 o " n ef fort :i. r o t. 11. od lin w s to occur n 

ne Twcnt Fir •t .ii , Grou... 

t _ Brit 0 0 on US inth e t o force 

cr oo in 0 
.~, 

t!J.C t e r aco or . 
On 24 re , Lt n r 1 Sir Do poc led Brit ol 

Sc 0 pportod b r " vcrt i e·: 1 cnvclo e nt 0 the 0' 
t l 'C. i i t .o V e ni t .. 0.1. _"'L by th XVIII irborno C orp □ , 



( 

ouc ~c~u ly r e 01 d tho lE dofonoo and fi 1 ocurod 

On t. o o ... 0 n 0 us inth torn d acros
' 

t 

ro □ to provide n 48 houro n 

00 1 0 t O"' t 0 tho R ino 25 oiloo wide and 

l !) • In ,..nothor hro ya , tho Bri i □ h Second 

l,. -) i..Jh d out t ... o XVIII rbor 0 Corp to LTER 1, 'nd th 

:10 tr:. t.i. n t ougl wlh1c1 th orthorn pincor of tho 0 volopo -

5 
l,l nt I " ot o d bo re lizc • 

On th n t 9 A.re tho r, 1or D vi 0 er she 
' 6 

1out o r· nd DUD 1- -· tl two co bot co "'nd o 1bro ut . 

ttr 0 d ore t _n 60 

r 
....( . . 1 I,,; r , t 2 : or cd '"·do oon c c th t C 

1.. t LI 

th , to rid oho d ' :d str ni 

.0 - Gro p d T ird 

'1 t o tl o R-vor extend in 

no·"t .... lo u t _ SIEJ. Rivor to SIEn • und thonco 

cont o t ·o t throu •1 10 _n GI'7.iSS I to { u. 

• 11ro· .. . y "r d -r o to b Tw 1- t 

_10~1 : : 

1 . tt~ck or ~r o1 th ~G · bri ~chc; d 
to c zo th Lno GI . ' , - SI:ED 1 · , Il!D Ri or to ito 

1v . ct•: on w t tho RIIl , ,.._nd to clcor t o one 
it ::on • 

6 



2 . B prcpnrod t o oi et tho odvonc o th US Third 
rr "l unldng ct· on f ro LIMBERG on tho NKFORT-

J . Bo prop rod t o continua tho ad vonco on SSEL 
7.. 

Fi.r ot i m tta ckod frou tho ID.MAGEN br idsohood 

o '"15 . --: rel -1it l throe oor po bro t . Tho VII Corpo on tho 

nort , Cor p on t10 oouth nd III Ccr p o in tho cantor . 

11nt: rr.i Gr on r oliovod Fir t Arny of ito 1oo ion of 

:i:on:i •n..., the woo t b.... nk o t ho RHI within it □ octor . 

T o Firot my otrucl to th oouth initia lly in order 

t o r oe 0 i t a bc.o of per tions , T1i .nouvcr n tho oui: r i o-

E on tho Third n Seventh US rny 

f r o t.., c,. llt t '10 rtlDn o " ba l no • B 26 arch , the Gorn n 

.to " r e oo po llo t ·T ithdr w .or ooo t o SIID Rivo:r . On 

, r ooi t 2nco coll~p don t10 oout flank tho 

8 

9 re~, t l pr opo cd br idsoh c lin h boon 

r o· .1 d in t \lOu ronint3 nd di or . niz d no 

c. no .., • StL. f 8r r oci t nnoo on t 1 nor tl f l nk of Fir t /1.r y, 

i n ti~ VII Corp □ ooctor , indic t tl . t c tronesor e nd ore 

tu oor OXiwtod O tj let l · n} t1 ninth cont r or 

t tl T i ~ '10 pro o co r e p i d ly t h t ny 

co · ti n bJ F t r r t o propcro t o ~ ooi t T ir ;.. by 

c: ·· 1 n c· 3 r. t tc c _ t o t c oout.1 we ... no lon or no coo cry . Tho 

7 



e 1oooss s of the Twenty First Army Group in the north indicated 

t 1e :Jo s b ~.lity of enciroling the eat bulk of enemy foroes 

oontai ed in the region east of OOIDGNE and DUSSEI.OORF. 

In view of thee facts and this oppor tunity, the 

prev ously planned continuation of the offensive toward KASSEL 

wo 1tered . US First A'1"fnY ordered 1ta corps to drivc almost 

direotly north from their pres nt positions on th SIIDEN-GIESSEN 

line . Corps boundaries wore altered to aohiev this turning 

r.10vo 1ont . On 29 arch, the drivo t o th north and juncture 

wit_ ~ ··nth Army was bogun . 9 

T10 3<l Armorod Divi ion , undor tho control of VII 

Cor:)s , tt eked on 25 rah to soizc oroseings over tho DILL 

or bot con DILLEl'iB~G ana. HERro r . . By 27 ~ aroh , tho 3d 

or d D ision had soizod crosei sin th t area and w s 

.1. 11 ~ p itin ts sucooeso • On 1 April , th ,oarhcod 

1 d or shed through t o dcfonso ol PADERBOR . king 

oont ·at w·' th th 2d A1 or d Div sion t UPPSTADT to tho wo t . 

ncircl mont wos now co lcto . Tho composition 

11 t 4Of XO "C OS W . t 1_n t·' 0 ._ · t .tti"""""" .. t t. i · :UaC- , .8 ,. . u·s i r S . ' , · 8 W Q 

.LO ""' 11-. 0118 : lO 
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1L1-t 

III Corps VII Corps 

2Atl In ntr- D_vi ion 8th Infantry Division 
99tJ.1 Iniantry Division 9th Infantry Division 
7t' wred Division 78th Infantry Divi ion 

104th Infantry Division 
3d. Armored Division 
4th C v l.ry Group 

2d Infantry Division 
69t_1 Inf ntry Div on 
9 h r -0red Division 

2.02 :1 v va 1r Group 

It of ci ortance to lmow that on the dny the RUHR 

, □ e c r oled , · II Cor s wa in A· reserve . III Corp had 

ee1 1) ..:.. 0~1e . out bet-we,en t .. e VII Cor ps and V Cor s u on 

t 1e natural barrier of the EDER SEE nd the EDER 

:i • or . out w s · ot aocomplis ed , howe r , before 

t e 7t 11 rmo d Divi on d 8 d th gre t EDER SEE Do 1ntnct 

d cros in GX' t _O EDER Hi r . T e do . w se zed on 30 

o!_, t l 2 pr il t 0 7tl Annora Divi ·1on and 

11
III Corj_) re d ro OU od in t t re . Ther o i little 

d o ib .u t ~ cau c oft ~s o III C r s wos dost nc 

to b o ·. : ttod ·n t t: :pocl..ot .• 

'oSproo llidCo • ndor' plonvm snowrcnlizod . 

ho cnt i dustri 1 center , t J.0 RUIIR , '10d boon cut f r o tho 

Go n wi to r e :L t . T thin 1ts ro _ o gro t so ont of t o 

Go , :ry lay Wi.. it n it f:)to . It o nt inod tho r o indor 

o Go n A~ G_ro p B _t lrt l d o roe nt ly l d t o GorrJDn 

9 



a ult n t .ARDENIIBS offon ivo, nnd two oorpo of Germon 

o , of tlo oncirolo ~nt . 

T'10 oo .plc t on of t ho RUER cmo1rol nt d mnnded furth r 

o n .: do·-- t:!.. no fro t he Sl prot1e Allied Co andor. General 

Ei □ n _ 1101 ' conoeption o:i. t 10 reduction wo an ov r ll 

c on □ tr·ot1on followed b o containing action to econo iz0 force 

or t e oontinur'l t ....o o t o dr ve. to tl EIBE River ond ·junotu.r 

., tl t l u sin rni t tho t. He t ot 0 : 

T.o cnooly built u oroa offerod !JDny odvnn 0 

t o t 1 dofondor . It ,., intontion s. ould the o o 
uo to resis t t o 001tont olf wit. conpro sin h 

11 or~" ore only o few div1 o1ono would bo needed 
to 

o --o 1 • 00n.. owor furt1 e oo · . e t o : 

I ...ve cond otin b 1 ttcr 1ou t 
of tlo 

I t w tl' G do c ni o of t .o Supro c Co ~ndor t o occo pli 

u1t''! · .. t o o conproaoio of t' o poc ct by quoozin it fro 

t 1ortr nd o th in t t' o RUIID Rivor nd fro. the o ot (JC ln t 

tho RH T~o R Rivor itnolf pr ovided ~n oxcollont boundary 

~otco:i - F·rt 2nd int ir . ..o . T furtor oooiot ntho 

coor · nt 5.on th opor t i on 1 int...1 Join Firat An under 

1t 1 .. !. Group control . 

10 



1

T' or t wa t o nttoc so t fro pooitions o lon 

t ~c 1 ~:>:i: t h r 1 p 0 B oft owolo ing n with two cor po . Tl G 

t o nttoc rrnuth fro ito po □ itio s a long t 0 

l nd t ho XIX Cor s tr ikinS □ outhwo o t fron 

I .t _Q r 1-Ll STADT oron to tho \ It w .G t hcr directed 

that t_o XVI Cor po woo t o be prep rod t o coco t conploto rospon-

·bi it or tho r eduction 0 tl o pocket witlin inth rr:ry ootor 

w!:v t .1. 0 rco od d ancod B f ciontl to kc 0 0 :n:: d and 

14 control I O aiblo f or on cor ps . 

" l ong t _o out _orn pr o of t10 cnoirclo ant, t ho 

r cpcr o ., t o tt ck nto tho :p ckot with two cor p 

III Corp w o or der ed to pr epare f or r ont f r o 1t r ooont 

1 C t Q at tlo o tor w~ll o to ~oc ot driving t o t 

wc .... t · ort w_ t . I I i r b r _ Cor p joined tho First 

on 2: )r il ~it or d r t o r o o u r o t oo t! rn o o of tho 

.. 
, f '"' 1 r c:Pc-1 , t ·o o wore 1 do or on 11 

oo ot . 

Er:i.l 

T 0 U t el O:JO i 0 t 0 tu ti n L,t t 10 

t~ u - t _, 11· 0 enc olo t 0 t.1 RUHR , it io nee O<- r ~ 

t t 1 
0 ~oti t· o·-=- t C Go n t o t 10 EI · .ES 

o . 

11 



T 10 cnoivc was tho lot 

t :o 

.., • ro o t h We stern Fr ont . Pl nos , s , ton_~s nnd on ~ore 

poo led f or ono final effort to throw bock tho Allied omioo . 

oft offonni w dio stt ou . Tho or o lo of 

uff ro urobly • Tho _1 d boo tol 

o t 1 'booluto oco sity of ctory . I their "iluro , tho plooo 

d t z~ r tion tow'"'rd t h final o t of ort bocnno tl o 

·.1:.ot 1~ b :i.o pr oo .o of dofo!"l t . troop flt , t oo , t t 

t. 0 boon b troyo • one o tho 

□U- ;)0 t , 0 to 1ko, 0 0 n interrupt 1s flow or up lie 

15 bo f lf·"llcd .- ~o Go hod boon n cric lly 

l , we -o ; 0 , tor t 0 CD 1 

ro n 0 Go n oqui cnt , 

lf of t~ e Volle 

nd ----..._...:..:..--~~;_;;;,:.,~~ were tron err 

t o tl1 7 otor Front rny Group B lo ~lO . T .G r a ­

t n thi a o · ➔ wer Ii t dr:::i wn fro .the 1 n 

1o vc . 

In o~ t~ Y t be ~ of tho ~ Riv J: nd 

"litio of th Gc1 n fiold 

f ·~cc ., :s co p l t 1 o r.... dm· od b, t_ u dogu d t inr tion 

12 



o t ho upr o Co ndor , dolph Hitler , to defend wh ro tho 

~t o1 - o a l o e oi wh o t Lt ig t be . 

o ro qu st ,11tl draw 1 was to re o t relief and in ­

on . Withdr 'W 1 'Witl out orders , nd 11 know th t 

1cc 1orthco ing , ,a prohibited by pon lt of do th . 

□ J ~n ry, 1945 , Gener a l odcl , th A£lilY Group B 

co ~ · .n o ·.'..uc tcd por . 1 ion to r ep r oaition on the 

of t o RHINE R vc • Tho o rc.uoats w re fl tl 

be n oonco _v in ofo tiom . tor , a tor tho 

ort on o t at t o bcGinn ng o 

in t _ RO , t l o n r:10 r u at r o-

6 Jl~ro 1 , 1 n t . ror t o t o th RHINE 

d b c br ocl i uovo 1 l nco , ardor to ,, · tl -

t t ~o cot b ·nl o_ t onio G nor 1l jor 

C... . £!C~ or , Cl 5. · o~ St.. f 1 , 

1 0 t 0 

cow 
~: , t 1oro 1ould 
Gp B' o actor . 7 

13 



or 

o G brid olond wo~ o gnpin hole in tho 1~ t 

c· :"':n .:.e.1.c oi ve ooitio of t e war • .Arny Gr oup B, ooon 

t~ct~1 d to bo cuu t u. in t1 RUBR pocket , dofondcd o lo 

r: 100 , · 10 ront , xtondin · ·ro DUISBURG to KOBLENZ . .At 

·..1c r oo rvo conotitutod t10 divioionnl rcnnanto 

witL ,, co bincd infantry t r on(sth of 600 

nlrn .1. ucod th lli d br idgehead , nd , 

n t:1 -- c c. •n r or Aroy Group 13 ooctor, iftoon nk vero 

1 o . 

. t t arc 1 , t he llied forces out h OJ 

Army Group G c eked . pene r a o · 

ot t~ ' i t :;:· nt w f .' re • T.L e 11t nzer Division , o e
( 

0 

o t e t ,o re erve nts op osin tho 11 t , 

tot d s lost to Army Group , ther -

t1 d enso o th sector . On th e 

.Ll) , • . Br i ti 1 cc s.rnlly cro d t RHI JE in t. e 

sccto· o: Are,v Grou. tot ort_ . 

r, 
c:. 

I i :itcns·ty oft All e . ctivit 

ro_t . Cont ct w lost int 

OI t .. C sector 1 d t_ G nt of reserves fa· 1cd to 

clo t',l. C p . s w t' 0 appr oo cl n criLcol 

t':i.o o.-o: t 0 its w n· t ed f urt r instruot .: on 

_r o "t~ 0 g · Co '" d . It C vod t e re . ly to oontinu to 

14 



E. Contrar to or d r t ho sout orn win o 

bo an ,ithdrownl t o tho north t ow r d tho SIID 

n-·v r . 11 a long t southern f r ont of t n Argy Group do per 

c1otx"tio. w r o r oportod , but no no-w ission -w s forth­

c~ :~: ,. :-.. r . t o hic31or co , d . 

Onto aft rnoon or 27 Mar ch , it was reported t t 

All ·' d t r oops 1ad r o c od RI' in the southern sector . 

O ~3 rc1 
, t h pr o .10 Co . ndor go in r ofu so Argy Group ' s 

roe: st t o ,,it 1dr -- 1 f r o··1 it RHI E d fonsos . Upon 1t s own 

i ni t 1ot· o, tto pt d to concontr to forces int o 

cu~ ~ or der t o oloso t er t cd b US First Army, ond 

to pull i to nort rn 1 n1- out l cros t l o( 

On 29 c. , t l _ollow o t - t oft situ tion 

"II ( . 0 t t J t_ Co nd r : 

in 
Guccood d 11cc 23 

t and in de stro 
ly the on 
front o 
o l o t . 

ot r n Front con bo 
c8ntinunt1on of th dcfcn o 

1 0s n t ot boon ttockod , 
, 8 not oven pin do-wn enc 
Tl new is i on for Gp B. l 

15 



·

.

T oti~ to furt r t t t t n thru t t o tho south fr o 

l onG r adv.i..sa l e ·t ·would be thrust into 

o ·.1.)t sp co wit 1 no ob ·octivo . Tho o tir. tc concluded tha t 

.:.t r ,... t 1 o · tontion of t l Arr.zy Group t o ottock t o t c cas t 

in or or t o cut off tho Allied colunn of t l o 

t t lnd broken throu h t o tl o nort , n t o con-

orco in t r SSEL ore • 

u 

or crod t o tt c on 30 re , but it 

iosio t o d fe n tl o REI nd t o guord t1 o ROHR r o - incd un -

T. tt C1 WQ 1 unc C n t forn O J. a ~.1octin n · c -

1 t ·· t. out ;.:r icic r tio t or t aki EBACK , t ho( • 

:-: t t r.- . ,,. 
JO do·,., .. . in t fJ t.:..1. on nc On 31 re_ ,• 

r rr · d , b t : t Wt.- in f ctiv • l 

r ,., •:. rr '. J t 0 "orco _Q t o co tor -

r..l~ C t: 0 o·" t :c 11 C po ·tion . 
t 10 o · ort11 r ·"'l, , t Lo notr~t o o th ~ 

.,,. o pr ococc i r or>i ... . 0 1 n c 2 r 1, two c r1-

or 11rt1 r or r o . 

rT. l~d bo co.p, t l o - r o ·r o oor 3n ~ • T 

for o w o pL.,coo. w dor i lo co nor n wn 0 1 t o 

o o circl r I t 11.2 a no · c l ot o . Tl c dcvol o o t 

01 to ovor 11 o t tion o 11 pr cpor a tiono for tLo r olio( 
16 



of tle .. ··tuntion f ro t e out ... .ide • . Th condition of the ~ 

Gr o 1• :-,n tho app r it o of the main n f ront r etr eat ·n ore 

,.. m1 n oro to the ea s t do any tte pt to br ea out n iDpossibility . 

T 1e w we 11 s i te . f or de ense . It he 1 mountains 

o:i. t~1 i., e ~ il: hei 1t . In con. ider tion of pullin the north l nk 

co::t 1 0.1. t e RUfiR R ver the ore wo s n tur lly pr otecteu on thre 

0 .:.Lt O b r C 10 ff · J I E, nnc SHU R v r s . Aocor in to tho 

t ·_ r:~1 t lilD n thr t t o t G " .... ortr 8 " w·s , t r ofor c , xpc ct 

::. 0 .. t ._v t • 

:i: t o sur o o i t ·n tore in tho 

' r :-· . ply ppc r d to b one of 

t el b c~ ~10 · th UHR t o 

t ! C .'.1' '' ar o· o ly, sue -1 c. ·o \J." lly not th c se . 

.r .1 tl O um ~ 0 .!. ur . i VO 

.-"·or · 1 , 1. tt l y oo pe n nt into 1' ·n1 h d 

s c rr .:. d o 1t in ar 0a its 1 • Com loto 

ct o t d that th oompl d 

nt out ido O.l I or LJSS 1 • his ·ct 

::. oc o·. s to su ly 

.l.. r o t!1oy v tr '" ppcd . I w 

e- ::.1:.t ( ti t t re -, s u:.. f · c i nt -., un · t · on o h nd to 

SL t.. _i_ o· b<... t or 10 or t! i t J..or o wore no jor 

""~ r ,.....,.1 .._ 1.,.(,n ,u·. \.., , ...., .., \J 
2 1 

• 

17 



On 2 April, tho r over os ot SIIDEN, Wil'TTERBERG, and 

ovidonoo t t tho Allis would not bo content with 

do onsivo onoircloraont oft o Army _Group. 

Tio dofon o o tho aroo was lDOdo more difficult by an 

order r om tho Supra Co ndor to hold nor th of tho RUHR Rivor 

t a ll oo t . Grupo Vo~ I.llettwitz wo shifted to tho oost along 

t _o nort_orn cotor . 

On 4 April , tron Allied ottoeks sucooodod in mking o 

ponotrot on oouth of WI 

pr ovious ropor tod ovi oo t , hod turned ar ound ard 1od oon ­

tr otod Gruppo Von Luott-11tz . 

On 5 :pr il, to US 99th Infantr y Divi ion wo idont1f1od 

nort' ·t t of SIID , o d t 7th _or od Divi ion ob orvod 1n t o 

vioin·ty f ERG. 

In r ooopitul t ·o , it of intor o t t o infJpoct tho 

t r a! od or . n f orce l itt le oro closol Gen r o l j or 

Corl Von \ kc tl.o f ollo ving o tirnnto of tho tr n h 

r· or t o t o brcokout of tho R]MAG 

br i d O~O On bo n t o tho divisioool strength 

O' 

0 

15 our 

0 t a ll over 22 ob coll d divi ­
o of 4o , OOO et tod f or 

full trongth infantry 
of inf ntry bott lions in mon 

strength of two to throe 

18 



To arti llery at tho di po ~1 of Army Group 
t o t t o "' ton divi ionol artillery r ogimont , 

t , that of ono no 1 divi ion; tho engineer 
sovon onginoor battalions . unition supplio 

nt t1O most wor o uffioiont for f i vo divisions in 1ontinuous 
igllting; fuol gup lios woro adoquoto for from one t o two 

i ono . If, eons _ cr i G thoso divorso wooknoosos , ono 
oLoul . till i no ot on appr ai in our otrongth , in d ivi i on 
then I would o y tl t t h r my Group, in tonno of oros ond 
oqu · ri nt h d no mor t.t n throe t o four full otrongtl infnntr 
div. siono at ito dis oo 1. It hod cons idoroblo rtillory 

t loclod bod o cxporioncod l oodor s , it 
n tho f1ghtin8 pirit of tlo 

1 eked tho , ohc oivono os of rogulcr 

Ho oont: uo w t h tr conora l co onto : 

f t C 

ow t o ftor 
pono , •••T or e 1 nou pr ctiec in tho 

11 :r ·.10 . • • . 1 or r □ c r vi0to d f thor o, 
W1til t1 on now sent into tho 
but pr o or trainin 

l oo , tl c ir l o c l of 
•.•The t critic l 
junior of iccr on 

itifull 1nn oqu t o , for 
s ic c so Con idcring 
, it is undcro n~ oblc t hat 
3 of c. i to n ~ t n 

o oor 
oJ~c ~ t in ontr woro Qlrti) ot 

:)r .:.2- it con ~ in a 300 ,ooo on of who 

1 



s. ccooo of t gnitu o onjo by tho lliod roio o, 

f Jl~~ i ~n t oir c oo ult t o ot f r o t10 RRI!i, wos tho 

c ~ n t~ g row r for t.o o r oof llio w r of ort. 

On 25 arch 1945, t ..10 power of th Allied Ar io o h:l 

r oo oc1. r to t i onrt o-"- Go n fro thoir bri gohoo 0 crooo 

I o t do i, t on o tlo oricin 1 plan hy ' 

nee o 11~ C p l1zo t oo tu tion , an co plotol 

ourr bottor c n Arey Gr up B. (Soo iguro 3.) 

t lf lit r ~_lly pinned mm t o t ,,.o 

::.:: i o. :r. r o ~1 i cl it 1 OU, t 0 0 or '"'tol t o bo r oliovc , 

T i L1UER or T o pr ize 

otill ; but , its vn luo t o t o 

1 •
0 .i.. l r l C t tl'o ,)Cl in 1 

0 n p 1· t o t 0 0 t . 

t ot 0(1. t o t t co t t o th . 

fl 1}: o· · t 11 onct at .) 0 n oout1 . To 

t lo o circled Gar er wo itod 

t_ 0 r i of ina otivit t th d llowo o r 

l co . T. o crlo ru ontly t lizod t o con oli to an 

o , 

!lOrO 1 l r 1 u oo tlo tru~glo ~ int t 

poo.- t . 

20 



·

t fir ot US Firot w o content t o conoolido to ito 

Ci... :~ ri t t o oust .. t o puoh into t_ o poc --ct with tho jority 

1 it forooo . 

III Corp □ , o w ioh 7t Ar oro Divi i on w s port, 

r r ooorvo n t o vicinit of tlo EDER SEE. 

to sit tion cl rif:c , it bee o incro 1n 1 

p .. re t t 1:1 t t! o Gorr. no woro a ttc 1pt n t o con t ruct o now 

LO on .... .~ · 1 no t o t ... o ot . It w o cone u oc tl c t further 

ir cti on t p r t of Arr1 woul joop r a izo 

ho ouoc Ou of · f t 0 ry p l ~n , 

U Fl r ot _rr. .oc i c.o . t o t '"' c i to tho p cJrot n t o 

t 0 •. ot ~n lt1..1 oou 

:i'r. .:o c :i. n b - US Fir t ' r . C' i tto . III Cor , 

..n,. - . · rbor n Cor .... t t. a en VII , .nc. 

--:1~ t) t_1 t 0 5 pr ·· 1. 

T1 f:> llow c11--:pt::)r will otc t o t t or(. (J 

-'- 7.J..'li~ n· i~ •· o i III Col,_ 

,.Hill br ' o ncr be t. C cti itioo of t 10 

f7 n ·v. inco to , ct i ...t 0 bu il t o tl 

~tt~c: i to tic oc ot , on 5 r i l , ·11 be 1 Gcu o i , not er 

L l or ~or~ p r t_n nt t o the 

T: o n r rtiv o th r o 1uct io _tcolf will bo ucco plio_ c 

b 1 oL:· ti t' o Lcti it co en c ploito o~ tl throe cob t co. n 

22 



u::' Dlvioi on '"' tl y ...i rticipotoc. in tho '- tt[ cl . Tho ct1v · -

t o: ..r.i..' o .br: t Co , n , ing tho por _o in which it w~ 

otc-. cl10C f l' r.1 t ho Divioio , will not bo covoro • 

•or urpoooo of tl o otuc tho ... ttc;.. ck w o brol on .own 

int ::' r ~ t i nct ph ooa . Th f our ph oos will constitute 

c· 2pt r o f' thv otu.c.y , a nc~ will co pri o , tho fo llowint3 : 

1 . Cr cl 1 tho loll , 5 Apr il - 8 pril 1945 . 

• On t o tll S UIY, 9 pr 1 - 11 :pril 1945 • 

.S . Tl o c r i o on CICUM ._ n HOVEL, J2 pr il -
13 pril 1945. 

inG u ~n MEND , 14 pril -
"" ril 1945, 

T r , or ooncluoiona c n be no nor o t .n ( 
~ r c.. 1) 1 .t l t i on of t1.10 l ow oto o_ tho c 1 ign . 

T c:. n bo lly t o t tu i conolu i ono 

0 t r r ~r o oct fort oT ~r b~ao ~ n info .tion 

r o c. f r t 100 f .ctor nc:1. · oo1oion whicr 

so_ o , u n r lo"' V t tl f Cl • 

t cl i pr o nto or n 1 i , but _ti boyontl 

tl u o nt c hove boon oxpoao t o o or o 

t .n t o r r: s rntc an t o i: llow tb r a or tho liberty 

of ill . G t'10 h · ow to t c extent of hi own ir. . in tion 

e1 nc1. p r on~ 1 o 'P rio cc . 



rOTES R 1 

I') 

- Ibi 1_, • 7. 

~Ibi , • 7 . 

4r i ~, • 96 . 

,. 
0 

ftor ction Ro or t , 2 ~or o Divioion , 30 Morch 
194) , ,. . 11, 12 . 

5c Tho 
I f .... r J 

1946) 

t o 
o ") 

Grun "B" on tho REE u to it 
ril 1945 , ~ r ort b tho 

0 
", Gen r .. l ~. j or C r l W ono:r, 

9o· . Cit , Ro'or t b t Suro o Co 1~n,or, - 48 . 

lOib i ~ , i: • 52 . 
11 ..-~· t r c 1· on_- R l)Or t , 7t 11 _n or e d n-_ -i_v1-s 1on , 5 

t o _6 · 9r : 1 1945 , , 

l '"J 
- 0 "1 . C t . Ro or t T_ o Su r o:10 C.:> ndor , :p . 105. 

JCr uonc~ in u-o~)o , Ge r ~ 1 of t o r: ios Dwi - t D. 
~-· '"' o h \I r , n . 39 , 

Go t 

15x-LVII '-nzcr Gtir o, Filo 850.38 , Docunont ction , 
T, b~r Gcnor...l nzcr Vc Lu ttwitz , c. to 21 Merell 1945 .J m 
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lfo.)1 • C:lt . ttl s of Grou B, • 62 . 

Ibi nox , p_. xx.xvi .- - ' 
lGibi__, p . 3. 

19L.::.:._, . 52 

20rb·" ) . 73.-2:...: , 

~bicl , . 8o • 
,·, 
Ib c. , nnox , p . i . 

'J::
•-.:JI-_c. , ,Annex , ;) . x, X xii , xiii.
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BACKGROUND O; 7TH [)RED DIVI IO 

t e a 

he 7th ored Div ion w s otivated r ch 1942 , at 

Cm: :, 1-i L- , Louis' ana , under the Co nd of Br i ad ier General 

- . oDonald Silveste At Camp 1k it went throu h tra n -• 

i er t .. e II rmor ed Cor s , and n Septe er a d ove ber , 

1942 t d - part n the Te ·as -Lo is n maneuv r s tmder the TJ. i r 

r y . It ame the na () "Luo-y~ t Ca p ol k nd w s re rr d 

t o as 1t:io Luo y 7 1 " ho t 0 ed to C 1 orni n r e . 943 

or de ort t ai in • Hore t stay d in nd around c-- p Cox 0 b 

r 0 i ont. s lear inc t 0 00 f·" b in out i . 
I n et 19!~3 ' o Di i i o mo e eas 0 Fo t Be na , 

Go r ~ , or f t er to o . n or The 

. ..: .• i t ril , 1944 , w n 

t C J , 8 0 U 1ee 

a :1 o t 1 ., nt Yor r G i s y d 1 

o G, -D On Y, t n 0 tho Di 8 on 

n· do:i t 10 i 0 Yoi li . 1 d or En 1 nd . 

I· o -r • t · s 1 I 1 r _- -~io· w s r oonool~ , Scot d, on 

. J Ju 0 1 . T n C T oxt rr cl s , ilt r o , 

..:.n- 1_(Y, 0 pro r tions l 0 C or rin t . o· 7 

D visio 0 cd to th orts o· Sout nd 

t bo r d LCT 1 d Li ty hips t o cro t 0 En 1 sh 

.... 



ClUI oL T o first sh loads of 7th A or od Di sion on and1 

oq1i~ nt ut foot on no soil 10 t 1944. 

o 7tb A or od ivi ·o , f r 1 nd : n in :Fl"anoo 

10-14 u st , r oadod tho ttock of tho XX Cor p , Unit~ 

atoa T d co ; t covorod o or 6oo m· sin 

l) o :tl t o t .1 ono in It · ou ht . jor ngo o on 

y s t k n 

l C : o: ", t 0 t , cross 1 B od 

SE V r , d DUI 1m ont r d 1 t'.out crio 

01, 5 to or , tro orco wo c 

C t , 0 b t~ so u it r ,'"' c Le 

d o t t d tl o tho 

i i 

t lo 1 :.:.·· r on , C 

,- to 

th C:"O B of t l t.o_ C U,. .t C 

t v..,t-1bliu 1 L b r.:cr no h 

'D ,.,: nc. to bro K t 0 G ... , .I. ·t r u OS 0 

t:.iC c H t on , in 0 j' ct :·o it th..., ) t I I ~l t' 
Ji ... 'l.o , .J.-0 co D br d 1 

l a ero tho :0 LLE t o tho ... out 

:. c o... ot o:.. • iTZ . O ort · G 1ith ~--, 5t Inf: .. try Di ri on , 

~th · '( ;.1 · ..._, or d Di io .i. ouc t to c: to d ho E S 1 . , br ·C:uo -

27 



he . :l i. co tly inch - - c ovc c1t th t nrrio it to tho 

..., 1 

nth On 24 -25 S t ombo 

t 1 '"'th r,d or d Divis o tho 5 1 In c tr Dir sion 

t:1 ·.:: _,ir, 0 , co o tro Di .i. ion p~nao from t XX Corps , 

U it ~ t ...t o T r 1 , to XI Cor pe , Unit St£t s Fi• o 

r • 

T~lO Di i io ·r o"'' 1 C: ins 0 ; -

:r ut"11 e • .L 0 r t· CJ t r i.., t1 ~ t 0 E vr 0 11L 

r~I, ') 
i..J utt"•c_- 0 0 oc1 t O /L c1 VO ~ i 0 

,. ,.~- "u r . .. a t Y.u. b 2 0 

..... .r•.• (. o_' itt J. .L h -i to ~.pt,.tr t Di _uiO , .... 0 

l, ... : . ..; .:.-L~ t1 iLsl 0 7t t 10 

·or 0 
, 

'\-1 0 o , 0 

[, Oc v .. bo: O~l ( r o_ Lo co 

..,. "" - . .{~.) to '"' i 

c-,•: . 
~-11...v,. ~ i c 30 to )0 

:.. "'011": 
.1-·
1.LO r 

,r .. 8 0 0 or t rr 
0 Octo it le [J ti · t 

',J.o... .: t~lO io ~ f3 r o t 0 "r '-ir w s 

0'• 
.L)) ·t1 C • 0 Q_ ' 0 - ( 0 pr C: IJ or co or tt . k 

,. er ~:,; t:.o can .. 1 D:.J: DJ !ORD tool: 't1 OnG I.,IJ L ..I. 

J'r•:.:o. 'O t.n 0 and in ~'nt ,,. :;:·or .1 od (. r iJ.1 or · . In 0 · t o 

IJ 



.1..'" r d do ·en o i G t i G ad count r-tt... c.. ·a b · t :1 an t r o 

t m ·c1.n1e- t ID 
I TER w 

Div i on 
had 

i on va o n~sumo by Brig . 
comm:-.nd c Combo t Co ,nc. B 

0 '"( o mbor " 1c n· _c i on , while 001 olida tinG i t 

_10[! :l tio D t ... V c:. it·r o:... C L D irORD , ·7CS r ol d b1 

t D iti ... on 
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t_10 d· :.. e , and ST . VITH was re-entered on 23 Jan a.ry . With this 

i ·1.i}or t nt road center secured , operations were continued to the 

01..t 1 and east of ST . VI H until rel .eved on 28 J nuary . The 

D. i .i..o oved into n e eri lr area in the vicinity of EUP 

...LI.G I , and o 29 Jo uory wa ttacled to the V Corpe • 

D 1.r:i the onth of Febru ry 1945 , the 7th Armored Di i-

. on ID. s b llet d in the v · oin t of El.JP 1 , BELG. r es rv o 

tl o C r ps , U it d t to F'ir t r my . Th n·vi io s o wholo 

co ttod tis riod , lthou h som of its ' 

ott' lion w ct o u der atta c nt to tl 78tl nd 99th In -

o du~ go r at~on to soiz t~a a pro· ch t ot o 

-· t c. l t t 0 ad t r s of t.o or . 

to l r C r on throu OU t 0 onth .( 
ont rch 19L 5, t 7t rm red n ·.v io 

too: )El t t wo or r <- t_ 0. h . 0 ti "rt of t 

t d 9th of rch , t Di pu h d st r o 

t'10 0 • l . . "r to 1: l D. n io 0 it long th 1 t 
~ 

Ib<.-:l OJ. w to G ' . (Sec f igu::.~ 4 . ) 'o 

CO.L j br o tl ·l _on tho 7th , till un -c III Co_rp 

control too}- ) rt n ~ n 0 dint nd to br Q tho 

tL :1 C r tho 'ri 0 torr 0 i ch fa · 

lo c" to t _ ort I1 four d s (26 -3 . 1 D1 re ) ' 
ion OCT i)t 0 Ol 11 , 800 i on oater totn lr h n oll r -' 

s put t ogot .or . It o orr tl o or tlor lf 0.( t 

one~ t Jrincip lity o tho cro n t10 LA R or nd 
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CHAPTER 5 

PREilJDE 'IO THE OOMIITTtv T OF 'THE 7TH ARM:>RED 
DIVISIO. • (2 April ... 5 April 1945) 

T10 7th Armorod Division , vanguard of III Corps, P'irst 

A , .:id ground to a halt in tho German province of NUR-HESS.E. 

Tho 7th rmorod Division had travolod 148 miles in lo s than 

fiv (Fit3Uro 6 • ) 

In front of tho Division lay tho EDER SEE ond tho EDER 

i vor . Tl10 ~oat EDER SEE Dnm, back1n up tho largest n..ro.ad 

body of \Wtor in Germany, with all its hydrooloctric pow r pl ' nt·s 7 

hod boon c pturod intact by tho 7th Ar orod Division on 30 rch. 

On the same duy , olomonts of tho Division h d eoizo 

r1 goo aero s ·th EDER River nd ,;ore holdin .• bridgeheads on tho 

'"·ot b n.: . 

To tho rc~r and fl~nks, the re . indcr of III Corps , 

tho 28th nd 99th Ihf'ontry Divisions , moppinrt up pockets of 

oey r o stnnca, bad clo d up to the 7th Armored Division . 

III Corps halted to rest add rodrgnnizo, Tho 7th 

. or od Division h d boon ordorod to ma1nto i ·h d,ofot1s iv po ±-­

tion .. nd to onf oroo civilian aontro l in ·tho roa . 

On the loft , ·vrr Corps swept post III Cor~ , continuing 

in tho ·w ro o its 3d Armored Division. 

·- ~ 



Th pool t hnd boon closed on 1 April 1945. 

On tho ri ht , V Cor ps el ·ppod around III Corps 8n t ho 

EDER oEE and ovod brous t of VII Cor s i n ardor t o ,pr ·ido 

brocdth to tho e ll important co t w 11 o tho poc ot . 

T' or wo little doubt tha t tho bro thins spell of tho 

7th J\rmor cd Divi s ion " nd III Cor p wot.tld be br i e f . Th ' r wo0 

not . '"' n in tho Cor ps thnt wa s not aw r e of tho m nooin pocket 

of n forces t o tho wo t . It w s xpoctod tl t tho ono 

,,t.s u1 l y c'"' poblc of a ttom t ine o broc.. kout from tho cr oo . T 

q_u tio. n tho mind s of o· ryo o wo wh r o, n ·h t tronrrth , 

ond ;10 ? 

into 11 1 co r portod t h t tl10 two mo t 

1::. cl br o~, lmut r oe er locot cd i n tho LIPPSTADT- :AD 0 

nd tl 1EDEB ClC ...WINTERr G ctiono of tho lin •2 

I ti w of tHi s po bilit y , US Fir t Army ploc d 

' 
Co -id A of tho 7t r od Di vi i on on o t hroe hour 

• I 

o l o t on J l lar ch , for tt. -- o' ont t o VI! Cor po in tho on r 1 

-,- ACK-HALLENBERG. 3. 

I t 10 s c lonr to First US Army thot jor adjustments n 

t lu .:. □po ition nd contr ol of it force wor e nocoss r • 

VII Cor.p s ms over extended . It old n lino alon 

t lo nt r o south rn and o~ t ern ~ 11 of tho pock t • . T1c line 

c to dad f r om the RHINE Ri ver t o tho point of cont act wit h Ninth 

UR kr.Ty at LIPP~~- • 



F st US rmy or dor o t.10 now nttoohcd XVIII irbor no 

Cor po to Q □ sumo contr ol o tho Army loft boundary from tho RHI1 1 
, 

at the mouth of tho SIEn River , along tho SI!ln River to SIEGEN, 

~nd thence to the vicinity o~ I.AASPHE. 

XVIII Airburno Cor po aocompliohcd thi on 2 pri l by 

soum n oontrol of the 78th and 8th Infantry Divioion of 

VI Cor _ s , in pl l:l oo . Tho n vi eorpo boundary r an oner lly north ­

wo t f r o SCHAMEDER t o t junction of th BUND!iM end I fNE R vora , 

the co C' l one tho E t o tho RUHR River . ~ 

Lo , on 2 pr:!.l , oo ·ncidont t o tho hiftinG of contr ol 

o'"' t ' ,. loft flunl , prioonor of w r inforrnntion, not only 

con c th t tho GormDno ould ttompt a bre kout r t ho 

)ocl.. t , but tha t tho MED CK r oo woo t o bo tho l ocat _on of 

tlo.:r tto pt .5 

T10 re ation wao Co, b~t Co nd , 7th 

or .:,,d Di.via · on , was utt o; cd to VII Corpo ond i n turn ott'; c od 

t o th 10 tL Infontry Di i ion ~ Comba t Co d A moved out t o j o ~n 

~h"' 10,~th Inf'"' ntr y Divi i on in th MEDEBAck cro·'"' nd nd 
I 

..., -..~ ...... 1 oed on two-hour ol ort for attoohmont t d VII Corp r . 

~II Airborne Corp and VII Corue continued tho Fir c-1t 

US ~ cncroo climont on tho npmy pocket . _ 

By 3 pril it boc '"·rno mcroasingly cloor to Firat us 

tllct no strong coordina ted ci ttompt hod boon do by t o 



eneoy to bre k out of the encirclement in the First Army sector . 

His atto pts d been isol ted and loo lized . 

Of more owing oonoern to the future employment of the 

w .... th conviction that the ene ms attempting to 0 tab ish 

a de on0·vo line to the northe at and east beyond ADERBORN, 

HA..T.ffiUTIG , ond KASSEL. . He h d re cted very strongly ag inst light 

pross o in thot areo , . 

It w nooosaary in vi w of these lotost devolo... . nts 

thnt :D1ir st US Army movo to tho cast nd northoaet bofor tho 

one d uld drooto a strong dofons 1 vo lino in t is sodtor . 

T' cr ore , · t w a plannod to movo in thot direction as won 

ns to pr ss th pookot ngnin t tho RHINE River . 6 

On 3 April, o Lotto:2: of Instructions wos issued b 

Fir t US A1-wy which onnounoo t t tho Army wold ottock without 

tho XVIII Airb rno Corps nd III Corps to reduce tho 

,UlIR poo',.ot nd would ultanoously pro ar to att ck to tho 

onst w·t VII Corps and Corps • . 

T o orders to tho Corps woro os folloYa : (Fi.gur 7) 

1. XVIII Airborne Corps VI e to oontinuo opcr tio s 
P- int tho pocket nort ne fr s the RURR River ·and to 

bo propored to ro loo so tho 8th d ?8th Divis ion t Arr. 
control , ns soon as tho o orotion hod boon oomplot d . 

2 • . III Corps was to ttock in it now zone of ction 
w_thout dol y , roliovin 0101 onts of VII Corps 0 rnpid ly 
a p ssiblo • . III Corps was to oloar -tho zono botwoon the 
LAI ivcr and RUHR Rivor , coordinating tho. ottook with tho 
.,{VIII Airborno Car s , 

https://poo',.ot


3. VII ond V Cor ps woro t o propnro to ottock to tho 
· oa ot · on_Army ordor . 7 • 

Gonorally, it stated that III Corps would roliovo 

VII Corp , a s'Ulning its ~i ss ion and sootor . 

Combat Commnnd A, 7th .Armorpd Division, rojoinod tho 

III Corps whon tho 9th Lti'antry Division t o which it wos ntt oo .lod 

was trnnsforrod by Army order from VII Corps to III Cor o. 

Tho 7th Armored Divi ion lo s Combat Co nd A ,, .a r e dy . 

On 3 April tho Division was roliovod of its misoion of 

oou.ring tho EDER SEE Dom o d its bridgoho ds ovorJtho EDER i r 

by tho 14th Cov lry Group .8 That ight tho cwo i t od oper ation 

nstruot ·ons wore ioouod. 

Tho 7th Armored Div-' oi on woo ordered t o . ovo on 4 ril 

fro _t a ro aont pooition t o a 00 ly area t o t l c w :Jt in t~1 

vicin ty of ~ LLEI G, STENBERG, 1EDEB CK r gion . 

Tho v aio 'WC O ord.or od t o r o r o t o opcr to from ti r o into 

tho 00 t of t o poc. t. 

To Div oi on l oaod in n sombly bro 1n t 10 vie.I it 

of 1EDEB CK ond prepare f or t 0 comin attoo..-. 

ior to tho movomont of tho Divi on tot. on w r e , 

t10 998t1 En inoor Treadway ridGo Co pony h d boon tt c'od , 

£1 n tho 300th incor (Combat) B t lion h d boon pl cod 1 

direct support of tho ?t Al"morcd Di ision .9 
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In further antic pation o the drive to co e, two platoons 

o · Co any A, 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, and Battery D, 

395th Antiaircraft Artillery Battalion were attached to Division 

Trains . 

Combot Command B was reenforced by the attachment of 

the 3d Bnttn lion , 395th Infantry Regiment , 99th Infantry Divi ­

10sion . 

Field Order No . 19 was issued by the Division on the ni ht 

4 aro1 . ll 

III Corps was to ttaok to the nor theast on 5 A ril to 

clonr t'10 mE River on the south ond the RUHR River on tho north , 

clear n all enemy from its zone • . 

Tho 9th Infantry Division , wit Co bot Commnnd , 7th 

f or d Division , still ttoc od , wos a.ssil3rlcd tho rig t or 

north il nk . Tho 99th I ontr.,r Division wa s asei ed t - o loft 

or out 1orn socto.14 . Tho 7t 1 Annorod Division w~s a sai od tho 

o J tr soot r bot~o n tho two infantry divisions, . 

T 10 initio l ottnc by tho 7th Armord l)i ision 1-lns 

d_vidod into several phosos . 

Tho first phnso wns tho assault with tho inf ntr o 

Comba·t Co nd B, plus tho 3d. Battalion of tho 395th Infllntr 

Ro ont , nttoohcd to Combat CommDnd B, to seize ands cure 

tho 2ro L tho vie1nity of WINIIBAUSEN . 
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Upon to securing of thi primnr objective, Combat Comcond 

R was ord rod to udvnnoo olonG tho right of tho Division ooctor and 

Com.bat Commnnd B tho loft, pushina throuGh to tho Divioion object o, 

t 10 ~. ron north of tho SALWEY Rivor. · 

Tho ult to objoctivo of tho offensive action wos to 

1 qu ...dcto tho largo pocket of GorxnDns in tl i r a by drivinG 

t 1.rou.gh to conta ct unito of lfi~th US Army in tho ~DERBORN ro • 

Contact was established with enemy forces by the lead ­

inc e l eme. ts of the Division t 0645 on 5 April in the vioin- ty 

of t 1e 1 ttle mountain town of OBE:RKI.RCKEN. 12 

Summary 

2.Apr11 found the 7th Armored Division reacting to tle 

inte ll enoe that the enemy would attempt breakout of th 

\ oo ..cGt in the MEDEBACIC ar o . 

Co bot Co nd Aw s otta ch d to VII Corps ond in 

t u :l ntta o od to th 104tl Infantry Di Vie ion . CombElt Co hd 

w ~ 1 oed on two hour nlert for nttacbmont to VI! torps . 

l o , on 2 April , XVIII Airborne Corps ossum d control 

o to 78th and 8th Infantry Divisions of VII Corps, alon 

tl c so tthwostorn fringe of tho oc1 
...ot, in order to onablo VII 

Corps to shorten its tromondoualy ovor cxtondod zone of r spon ­

sibility . 
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By 3 pril, · irst. US~ docidcd thot it must ~at only 

contain , ond rodu~o tho RUHR pocket ; but, thot it must ol o pr o­

por e to mov to tho cost boforo timo permitted tho onomy to oon ­

truct a now dofonsivo lino in thllt roa. Tho dooision was mode 

to otta oc into tho ockot with III and XVIII Corps and t o move t o 

t ho cost w th V ond VII Corps , 

Tho 7th Armored Division moved to tho MEDEBACK r o on 

4 4 pr i ~nd l)ro:par d to a tto ok into tho pookot t o tho wost . 

F l~ Or dor o . 19 was issued tho ni ht of 4 pril. 

7th r. 4od Di ision l oss Comb t Co nd A with to 3d B ttal1on , 

395th In .a ntry Ro nt , 99t Infontry Divi ion attocbvd, was 

or ore to attodk within it zone t o tho ore north of tho 

D 1 : ~ • vcr 

,..,ho 7th orcd D is on ~tt~ckcd on 5 pr il nt 0645 

in t 110 :.oi l .J..;/ o OB . RCI 

OTE FOR c PT
1 3 

·ter otion Re ort , 7th Armored Division, 30 rch, p , 2:,~ 
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GIIAPI'ER 4 

CRACKING THE ~ (5..S April) 
(See Fi ~e 8) 

Of the twelve days which elapsed between the commitment of 

...'}, Seventh until the Rt.rtlR o_perat1on was considered aocompliehed , 

the first four fall into a class together. · In contrast to the 

lot r nlliea of the task forces, th1e :phase was characterized 

by the slow forward push ot a solid front lir.e, The hard cruet 

presented by th Kraut at the edgG of tbe Poe et forced a methodical 

cloor once of tho hills and vol s between his village fortroasoa. 

It wo e o quostion of boring throu h Jorry• s ah 11 before a knock .... 

out punc1 could bo dolivorod to his h ort . 

Go·_~ n Situation on April 5th 

Boforo considering tho tactical oporotiona which, for tho 

Sovonth A:rmorod Division, . ot und r w yon tho mornin of tho fifth, 

lot us ...,ivo thou(sht to tho prodicamont of tho opposition . •Tho aitua -

tion o· Gormnn GROUP Bon this dote is partially doscr ibod in 

tho follow·hg conclusion to o ,dotoilod st:.ninto of tho situation 

sont to its higher hoodqUBrtors , OB WEST : · 

1. Tho onomy, under oonstnnt r inforcomont , is in con­
controtod ottock on tho RUHR Pocket . 

2 . F1ghtins powor of tho troops nd supply basis of 
Army- Group llows continuot1on o bottle for two moro wooks. 
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3. Should a certain roliof of Army Group not bo possible 
inside tho next two wooks, it would moan tho loss of Army 
Grou:JZ B. A breakout would no longer be possible ofter tho 
consumption of tho lost supplios (oapooially gasoline and 
amnunition). 

4. Army Group is not in a position to Judge whothor tho 
gonoral situation domnnda tho sacrificing of its troops for 
tho protection of tho Ruhr oroa, which is, bosidos, cut off 
frolll tho Reich. From its own oatooto of tho situation, Army 
Group B renews its ur~ont requests for on order which would allow 
for brooking out of tho pocket illlmodiately and for comploto 
abandonment of tho Rhein and Ruhr area. Tho carryilll3 through 
of this task ia considered in several groups and in various 
diroctions.l 

Tho urcont roquoots roforrod to 1n paragraph 4 above wore rojoctod 

by Fiold-Morohal KESSEIRING, commnnding general of O B WFSI'.2 

Tho diapoaition of tho Gonoon forces under Army Group B 

within tho Pocket on 5 .April 1945 wao a follows: (Seo figure 9, 

Army Group B Situation, 5 .April 1945.) 

a. Army Group B1 coIIlJJlllndcd by Ficld-Mnrohol Walter M:>DEL, 

conoiotod of throe l!lDjor oubordinato commonds: 

l. GROlJil IDE'ITWITZ on tho north. 

2. FIFTH PANZER ARMY, commnndcd by Colonel Gen Josef 

HARE, along tho Rhino and oouthern front □• 

3 • FIFl'EENTH ARMY, commanded by Genera 1 Guam v von 

ZANGEN~ on tho eaatorn front. 

b. Thero woro a total of oovon corpo within tho pocket; 

two under each of tho mjor commando, and ono (tho LXXXI Infon:ti7 

CorJJ □ , Hoadquartora only) under Army Group B control on route from 

tho Rhino front to tho oostorn front. 
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c. Thora ltloro 18 undorotrongth division.,; within the 

pocket. Bocouso thooo divisiona oontoinod only tho remnants of 

t c i r uni ta which hod boon oblo to oacapc acroeo tho Rhino I tho 

Go~n command commonly roforrod to thom o o "Kompfgruppoa" (bottle 

groupa }. Thoy woro disponcd no follow □: 

1. GROYJ? IlJEI'MTZ hnd five "kampfgr_uppoo" ocottorod 

along tho northern front. 

2. FIFm PANZER ARMY hod aiX "lrompfgruppoo"; one on 

tho Rhino front, ono 1n rooorvo, and four along ito 

oouthorn front. 

3. FIFI'mITH ARMY had Davon "h"Umpfgruppos" on tho 

oaotorn front. Thia front oxtondcd gonorolly from tho town 

f SIIDEI'J northco □t throush WINTERBEBG to tho town of BRIIOI • 

d. Fncinc tho US 7th Armored Diviaion and tho US III Corpo 

on t.o En otcrn Front woo tho UII Infantry Corpo of tho Gorman 

Fif tccnt 1 Army. Thia corps wa o comrnondod by Lt Gan Fritz BA~LEIN, 

nn OXiort in panzer warfare, Thio corps conoiotod of tho following 

1 v 1 o 1 na 1 "kcmpfgruppo o" : 

1. Tho PANZER LEHR ( 130th), cominundcd by o Colonel 

HAU~. This had boon a "crack" panzer division which hod 

been in combat oinco tho Normnndy Invnaion. On this dote 

i t conoiotod of about 20 tanks and about 10 tank doatroyers.3 

Lt Bon BA~LEIN had coIIIIDDndod thio division in combat from 

"D"-Day until 7 February 1945.4 



2. Tho 3d PANZER GRENADIER, co!TlU)nded by ~ j Gen 

Wo 1tor DENKERT. 

3. Tho 176th INFANTRY, commnndod by Colonel Christinn 

IliliD"~U • 

4. ~o 338th INF.ANTRY, coIIlIIlllndod by Colonel Wolf 

EWERT. 

Tho Sholl Provoo Tough - April 5 

For tho firat day ' o offonoivo, CCB ( ace figure 10) planned 

a □ triotly infantry □ how. Following on artillery proparotion, tho 

o o □ ault force □ moved acroo □ tho OBERKIRCHEN lino of doporturo at 

0630 with their pr:lmry objoctivo the tmm of SCHMALLENBEBG - oonc 

eiaht kilonotoro to the oouth'Wost. At-rocking aotrido tho road t o 

WINK11.us:m, tho 3rd Batta l ion of tho 395th Infantry not otubborn 

roaitrtonoo· ond a profuoion of local countorattocks froc. tho very 

start. At the ond of the day's f1ght1n{3 it found itself less than 

mile long tho way and under a heavy, well zeroed in volume of 

rtillory and nortar fire which forced tho men to dig in doop. 

T 10 48th i rI10rod Infantry Battnlion, noanwhilo, hooding oouthweat out 

of OBERKIRCHEN1 :round the onoey equally tenaciou □ and apparently 

abundantly auppliod with automtic woapono, · direct firing ooooult 

B\.UlD, and ammunition. Novortholeoo., it monogod to bull it □ way 

through little AIMERT and another :ciilc beyond to pooition □ over­

looking GRAFSCHJ\b"""'T. Company B, in a flanking movement., woo cblo 

to ocoupy tho high ground half a mlo oouth of town until an envelop­

ing, artillery oupportcd Gamon countorattnck rondorcd tho ponition 
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untenable. About the middle of the afternoon the 38th Armored 

Infantry Battalion lent 1t&J weight to the Combat Callll8nd and 

immediately dug itself 1n around OBnua:RCBEN.. Frcan this spot 

that night it beat off o CO\lnterattack fran the northwest 

with due credit to the· so.pporttns aJtt~ll9r1· tor its .hel~. 

Thus, with operations for the first day of tho drivo 

halted acmewhat abort of expectations, plons wero carefully 

workod out for a hoovy, coordinatod assault on tho morrow. 

Tho aohomo onVisagod tho capturo of bbjoctivos 4 (tho hill 

1500 yards northeast of SCHMALLENBERG) and 5 (GRAFSCHAFT) by 

Componios B and A rospoctivoly of tho 48th following on artillery 

time on targot (IDT) on objoctivo 5 at 0550. Tho 3rd Bottulion 

of tho 395th in tho cantor would □ ccuro objoctivo 9 (WINKHAUSEN), 

and tho 38th was to soizo objoctivo 8 {NIEDERS:>RPE). Although 

clements of tho 31st Tonk l30ttol1on ond oomo tonk destroyers wcro 

ottochod to tho ooooult olomonto, tho bulk of tho 3lat, together 

with tho tonks of CC R1 wo s hold 1n roodinooa o fow kilomotoro 

to tho roar. Tho support of throe battalions of artillery was 

availoblo to bock thia offort to tho hilt. Cortoinly tho pro• 

pondoranco of power lay with tho Asgroaeor, but tho dofondor 

had tho torrnin • plus tho ability to convert it to hio boot 

advantage. 
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H_/Hq CCB 48th Armd Inf Bn 3/395th Inf Rogt 
38th i rmd rnr --Bn 2/B/3lot Tonk Bn 1 Plot Tonka and 
B/81!~ TD Bn ( .. ) · 1 Plot TD' a Firrrt 
~/33rd Engr Bn (-) Ar!DY. 
434th Armel FA Bn 3/A/33rd Arnxl ~gr 
( D iroct m.1.pport) Bn 
3lot Tank Bn (-) 
c/814th TD Bn 

Figure 10~ Combat ommond B, 0rgonizotion 
for C mbat oo of 5 April. 

CCB Alao Provoo Tough - April 6 

Bog1nn1ng at 0550 tho 400th, 434th, ond 440th Armored 

Fie ld :\rtillory Battallona laid down an intonoivo ton minute 

proporotion (with apociol attention to NIEDmEDRPE), tho cul­

mination of a night 1o work of concontrotiono on ono:m;r.hold 

towno oll along tho front. At o6oo tho ottack of tho ,;8th got 

under way rooulting, within throe houra, 1n tho aoizuro of 

NIEDEROORPE. (Seo Figura ll~) Thio anchored tho north flank 
-

of tho Command~ By early afternoon tho village of H0ilmAUSEN 

wa □ rooc 10d but in tho foco of a hoovy tonk-infantry counter­

attack (with at loa ot tl-lo of tho .king-oizod 'l'igora on tho wol­

comincr committoo) a tomporory rotiromont aocmod odviaoblq,5 
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Fi8\,trO 11. Troopo of Compony B, 38th AIB Moving 
Away From Newly Captured IIBIDEROORPE. 

so, movins about a kilomotor oouth, a moro favorable location 

ovorlooking GLEIIORF woo occupied. 

In opito of a dotorminod offort by tho Krout to koop 

\ffiOOI/\USEN, tho 395th finally chovod him out ofter a ten hour 

opcrCltion and ilmnodiatol.y puohod on toward GIBIOORF. In tho 

mcantirlo tho 48th (on tho loft) bod moved into GRAFSCHI\FT agoin □ t 
~ . 

light oppooition, tho romilt of a torrifio artillery 'IDT. IIowovor, 

in tho effort to oocuro tho hill northwoot of town tho troop □ ran 

into a otrong countorattock and wore forced to pull back elightly. 

With tho 38th occupyins tho atratogic high ground ovor 

GLEIIDRF, tho doughboya from tho 395th ptrnhod through; by early 

cvoninc tho city waa thoira and tho pooition woo being conoolid­

atod for tho niaht. Ao dorknooo wore on,. though, otrong hootilo 

tank ond infantry groupo fr.om tho north tbruot again and asnin 
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into tho outakirto - mld.ng it appear doubtful Ju □t 'Who did hold 

tho placo. It wa o not until aftor daylight tmt thia quootion, 

and Jorry, wa □ ontiroly removed. . 

Although two full daya and nighto of intonoivo fighting 

had puollod tho bridgohoad on.:1:y a fow kilomotoro woctword, it muat 

be rom.omborod thnt thio wo o otubborn and tonacioua onomy - ono 

with hi:, bock to tho wall and no placo to cook retreat; ono dot- ·· 

ermined to ooll ovary inch doarly. Thoao woro woll equipped firot 

lino troopo whooo grootoot dociro woo to thru.ot tho hotod invodor 

from tho Fatllorland • . · 

Tho Sholl Bogino to Crack - 1\pril 7 

Thia day oow tho ''liboration" of SCBMALLENBERG and tho hord 

aholl of tho RUHR "oss" ohowcd ita firot oign of a crock. i\lthough 

attac 10d tanko and tcnk dootroyoro had dona ycomn oorvico 1n ro­

ducincr tho Nazi atrongholdo and 1n protecting tho flanko, thia 

wao atill primrily a '\oak for tho infantry. - For lhio, tho 'ihird 

day, plnno called for Company 1\ of tho 48"11- to paoa through Company 

B on objoctivo 4 and ooizo SCHMALLENBERG in conjunction wi'ih. Company 

L of tho 395th Rogimont • . l\t tho oamo time, Cotipany C of tho 48th woo 

to paoa oouth of GRAFSCHAFT and hit SCHMAL.LENBERG from tho oouth. 

Ench of tho a soaulting battalions hod a company of tonkD from tho 

31st Tonk Battalion to aooint it. Thon, to aad to tho fury of tho 

attnok, divo bombora woro nado avoiloblo to tho Combat Comm:md. 
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Finally, at eleven o1olock, all hell suddenly broke loose on 

the defenders of SCBMALIENBmG. The howitzers of the 434th marked 

the taraet •with smoke and the Air Foroe ep. ve it the full treatment. 

Follcn-tinG this, a short but devastating artillery preparation kept 

thincs hot while tho 48th prepnred to tako off unde:r tho protoction 

of o smoke aoreon. {Soe figuro 12.) 

?lcure 12. Artillery Preparation on 
sall'1ALLENBERG. 

By 16oo the tank-infantry teams had smashed their way houao by 

house throus}l what was loft of the city - ooincidontally bogging 

some 350 ICroute who evidontly coneidorod diaoretion the better 
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part of valor. Thot evening, ae tho 87th Reoo:nnllissonce Bottolion 

moved in to coneolidoto the town, tho dQU8hboys cl:llllbod on up the 

hill mass to tho northwest. Tho succoea of this ottock is, in 

itself~ o fitting tribute to tho offoctivonoee of tho tank-1nfontry­

ortillory-air toomw 

Evon oa CCB vas oloe1ng in on its obJoctivo, Combat Command R 

bocomo o:porotional. (Soo fi©,U"o 13.) AeauminS control of tho 38th 

Armored Infantry Battalion ond Troop A of tho Roconnoissonoo Battalion, 

Rosorvo Commond took ovor tho roaponeibility of tho Division right flank, 

X 
; 
i (R I 1 

__,I..I 

TF GRIFFIN 

th Armd Inf Bn -1 Plot C and B 
A/,40th Tonk Bn 
1/B/814 TD Bn 

Figuro 13. Combat Commond R, Organization 
For Combat as of April 7. 

By now tho littlo cluster of buildings known as HOLTHl\USEN, 

which hnd boon lost tho previous day, woa onorgotically hold by tho 

onomy and prcaontod a dofinito thorn in tho aide of the Division. 

Colonel Francia P. Tompkins, CCR oommondor, lost no time in directing 
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his roinforood 38th Armorod Infantry Battalion to oliminoto this . 

stronghold of Nazidom. Tho ottc.ck dovolopod at 1230 as directed 

and oompnnioa convorgod on tho town from tho northeast and south­

oaot. Evon though under accurate artillory and mortor aholling 

and in tho faco of smoll arms firo from a dug-in onomy, Companies 

C and B joined and togothor mopped up and outpootod the objoctivo 

b:,r nightfall. Company A aubacquontly movod through and continued 

tho attnclc to tho north'woat toward HUXEL while tho Roconnaiasanco 

Troop oatabliahod protoctivo barriers to tho northeast and goinod 

con~ct vith tho 9th Diviaion on tho north, Though tho opposition 

romninod otrong aa ovor, ono thing was becoming cloor; once this 

hnrd outer ohell vao finally punctured, tho goins should bocomo 

proaroooivoly oooior. 

Tho Sholl Shottoro - April 8 

Nov that Combat CoillllDndo woro attacking abreoot, it might 

bo bettor for tho aako of olnrity to conoidor thoir actions aoporatoly 

oven though at thio ot~go tho activitioa of oach facilitated tho 

odvanco of tho other. Firot, turn to tho ho_pponings of CCA durinB 

thia poriod. Up until April 6th CCA was attached to tho 9th In­

fantry Divioion, llsaisting it to cloar up a troubloaomo area some 

miloa to tho north. Tho trapped Wohrmacht was oxpoctod to try to 

:mnko a brook for it thoro noar MEDEBl\CH and this Combat Commnnd 

was holpins to procludo tho possibility. On tho morning of tho 7th, 
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tho thront hoving oub oidod, CC.A woo ro lioved in ita zone , Loaving 

a tonk company and o tonk dostroyor company ottochod to tho 47th 

Imnntry Rogimont, it procoodod to tho WINTERBERG aroo whore it 

rcroinad throughout tho day of tho 8th in Divioion roaorvo to bo 

onployad only on order of tho III Corpo ootlOOndor, Not until tho 

9th did it novo woat to tho vicinity of GI.EIOORF prepared to 

oporato in tho Sovonth' a zone undor tho ordora of General Hoobrouclc. 

CCB' a puma for tho 8th co llod for tho oo1zuro of tho ono 11 

but woll dofondod villngoo of OBRINGHAUSEN and EBBINGHOF. fho 87th 

Roconn'.liaoanco Bottolion woo to protect tho loft flank on thio 

cbonao of dirootion fron woot to northwoot. Tho Cotlbat Cot100nd 

nnin effort woo to bo mdo by tho 48th while tho 3rd Bnttolion of 

tho 395th Doizod tho high ground overlooking not only CCB 1o obJoct1vo 

but F.REDEBURG oo wall - tho objective of CCR.7 During tho night Corpo 

ortillory put a oorioo of TOTo over WERPE and \{)RMBACH while tJ10 

434th applied tho oano trootraont to OBRINGHAU~. ht 0545 tho 

395th crooood tho lino of doporturo and bogan to clil:lb up tho wooded 

hill moo to tho north; ootio oix hour::1 later it woo firnly planted 

on tho atra tosic col?ln'.:lnding tcrro in. Thn t wo c tho o1gn to dunp o 

hoaV'J fi vo ninuto concentrot1on on OBRINGHAUSEN followins which tho 

irruption of Coopony B of tho 48th pcrnittod tho dnzod dofondoro 

ti.mo to put up only meagre rosiotanco. Within fifteen ntnutos this 

objoctivo woo reported in friondly !10nds~ 



111tll this the 48th waa placed in Combat Command reserve 

for a well deserved 24 hour reet and the 23rd Armored _Infan1?ry 

Battalion was attached to CCB. At 14oo Colonel Joseph ~• Haskell., 

cOlllIJ'..ander of CCB 1 organized hie unit into three task forc~a named 

for their leaders: Beaty., Erlenbusch, and Rhea. (See Figure 14.) 

The tima had arrived .to show the Germana what o .''blitzkrieg" could 

ba like. Just bofore dark Task Force Beaty moved through the 395th, 

attacked and capturod El3BD.UHOF1 and continued on to consolidoto tho 

comrnnndinG ground to tho wost. Thot ovoning tho troops of tho 395th 

who had ahorod tho brunt of tho provioua four day 1s incursion with 

tho Combnt CoimDOnd wore dotuchod and tho Toak Forcoa of CCB poieod 

ready and oagor to atort rolling wostword. 

X 

B 

TF BEATY I . 

A.31st Tonk Bn (-) 
Mort Pl "t/3lst 
Ton c Bn 
3 slt Guns/31st 
Tank Bn 
B/23rd Armd Inf Bn 
c.814 TD Bn (-2 Pl:lt) 
2 /l'.. I33ro. 1U'md Engr 
Bn 

Figure 14,. 

I :TF 
ERLENBUSCH l 

B/3lst Tonk Bn 
C/23rd Armd Inf 
Bn 
1/c/814 TD Bn 
l/A/33rd Armd 
El1{ft'Bn 
HqfHq co/31st 
Tonk Bn (-) 
3 Aslt Gl)Ils/3lat 
Tonk Bn 
Ron Plot/31st Tonk Bn 

TF RHEA 

Hq/Hq Co/23rd Armd 
Inf Bn (-) 
A/23rd Armd Inf Bn 
c/31st Tank Bn 
1/c .814 TD Bn 
3/A/33rd Armd Engr Bn 

Combat Co~nd B, Organizntion for 
Combat, Night. of April 8. 
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Turning to tho ootivitioa of Rosarvo CommDnd on this clcox;. 

fro ty oi{Jhth dny of April vo aoo that it hod a somovhnt tougher nut 

to cracl~ than ·1ts sister on tho south, Thie vas FREDEBURG - n strons­

hold of diohnrda situotod ot tho hub of an important rood not. It 

w s firot nocossory to olimincto tho rcmnining dofondora of o little 

{3l'OUP of buildinBS called HUXEL ond toko 0vor the hill botvleen it 

nd F.REDEBURG to tho vest. This vaa nccomplishod by Company A of 

tho 38th t 0145 on the mornina of the 8th. Sotio oix houro l e1 tcr, 

two :prol'l6od offonaive wcio 1n progrocrn. Whilo Conponioo A ond C 

f' tho 58th advanced along tho woodod ridge overlooking the objoctivc, 

Com ny B with Conpnny i\ of tho 40th Tonlc Bo ttn lion :raovcd o long tho 

v llcy f loor on tho HO.LTH.i\USEN - FREDEBURG rood. Tho attack pro-

GI' oood al wly throughout tho :mornins. .Although no prepared poci­

tiono wore oncountorod, tho onor.iy contoatcd ovary foot of ground with 

eavy voluno of ODC 11 -: rna and naohine sun fire to which wa a added 

GCncrouo :r~nplo of wh': t -:rtillory, nortors, nd oolf-propolled 

gunc could offer. cvort.1olo □ o, by ohortly ofter cloven o I clock 

tho ride30 h c1 boon conbed clean ._ nd thooc coopanico 1 now only ,... few 

hW1drod yardo fron tho objoctivc, ,,ore preparing for tho final 

r:oo ult. 

Unfortunately, juot bout thio time the tcnk-in ntry tcnn 

movin c l nB tho ro--: d btn:ipod into c difficult oituction: group 

of Kr uto dofond.ing a ro~d block, well amcd and onplac d, oupportod 
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by .rtillory, and pooaeoood with o definitely hootile ond dotor­

~inod tt i tudo. Thi □ doloyod tho odvnnco four hour □ end permitted 

t ho FIUIDEBURG garri □on tine to con □olido te the position oven noro 

oocuroly . l\o a reault., tho entry of CCR into tho city woo not 

ox~ctly ,... triunplwl parade. Bitter houoo-to-houco fishting 

dcvcloJ d a nd by nightfnll only a fow ooctiono of tho objoctivo 

wor o in friendly hand □ • .Around nino o'clock o requeot woo oont 

b' clc f or authorit.,- t o conoolido to in plcco and let tho oxmuatod 

non r oot. But Colonel Tonpkino replied tha t ho intended to po □□ 

'"' n ru r ed t n □k J. orco thr UGh tho t own a t firot 11Ght a nd thc t the 

r oh uld bo entirely cleared if poaoiblo. Othorwioo, tho nininun 

r e uire · ont wco that a dooignntcd r oute be cleared to pen.ut oofc 

tho took forco.8 The required poth wo o occured. Tha t 

c~y o er hundred priooncro were gathered in Rcoorvo CotIDOnd I s 

b· C• 

'.r_ uo concludou. t ho fir ot ph... oo of tho Seventh Arnorod 

I?iv~ci 1 1 0 port in tho roc.uction of tho Ru.BR Pocket. In four 

. ya i t h" c. or,~ ohocl it wc.y t hr ough □ oven kilonotero of t ho noot 

di l f i cult oort of terra in " Je i not rooolute odvcro ry; no who 

uo ~ var- villc30 oo a fortroo o; ovary hill oo o b~rricr • .An 

o"" P nont ... ppnrontly well endowed. not only in rc toriol but in tho 

cbili t, t uao 1t offoctivoly. Tho bridaohond en llcd f or in tho 

or i ..,:i.n:1 1 n i ooion WG D new a roo lityj tho diviaion woo prepared to 

continue t!10 ottnolc wit 1 apoc and violence.• 
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The German Point of View 

Before embarking on the next phase of operations, a pause 

is in order to consider the foregoing activities from the point of 

view of the enemy: During the period 5-8 April 1945 ARMY GROUP B 

was quite successful 1n with8tand1ng the attacks of the US forces 

assiGnod the mission of annihilating this pookot. The Army Group 

was successfully fulfilling its mission of defonding the Ruhr, and 

was at tho same timo ongaging some 15 enoicy American divisions, 

thuo provonting those divisions from etrongthoning Allied attacks 

o(3Qinst tho main Gorman lino along tho WESER River. 

On 5 April tho US 99th Infantry Division was idontifiod 

in tho area northeast of tho town of SIIDEN, and tho US 7th 

Armored Division was located in tho vicinity of tho town of 

WIIITEIIBERG. It was on thia date that Army Group B dovinod that 

t_10 Allioa definitely intended to annihilate tho Go~n forces 

w· thin tho pocket. 9 On tho oa stern front tho UII Infantry Corps 

foll bnck from WINTERBERG under tho attacks of tho US 9th Infantry 

Division roinforcod by CCA of tho 7th Armored Division. 

Durina tho next two days, 6-7 April, FIFI'EENTH ARMY con­

ducted a auccoaoful doloying notion along tho caatorn front. It 

w~o on one of thooo two dayo that another of tho Germon omcrgoncy 

measures woo token in on attempt to strengthen its dcfonsos. 

l\ocording to Maj Gon WAGNER, Chief of Staff, Arrn,v Group 

~, 1t wa a on _€ April tltat tho LXXXI Infantry Corpo hoodqunrtora 
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roliovod tho LIII Infantry Corps hoadquortors on tho oastorn 

10
front. Lt Gon BAYERLKCN, commanding tho UII Infantry Corps, 

states thot it was on I April, whilo at his hcadquortora at 

H.i\NGSLEBEN thnt ho roooivod orders to roport to GROUP IIJETrWITZ 

at IIENGSEN on tho northern front. 11 Thero is o third, more 

conflictinc, atatcmont of Gan d Pz IIJETl'WITZ that tho LIII In­

fantry Corps woe not aasianod to his heodquortero W1til 10 Apr11. 12 

In nny ovont, tho tronafor did toko ploco and tho LIII Infantry 

Corpa osoumod control of tho 116th Ponzor, 180th Infantry and 

190th Infantry Diviaiono foruorly o oai(311od to DmlTWITZ' □ XLVII 

om.er Corpo. Jmd oo it wa, in thio wnnor that the LXXXI In­

fantry Corps, comtlDndod by Gon dor Inf KDCHLTh"G, O00UL1od control 

of tho divioions of the LIII Infantry Corpo o lreody coIJDittod on 

tho Enatorn Front. 

By 8 April tho gonorol oituotion of Arny Group B hod 

bo£3U!l to dotorioroto. Tolophono cornmW11cotiono with its higher 

hoadquortors, OB WES!', hod boon oovorod. All fronts, oxcopt tho 

RHilfil, wore Wldor attack, and tho aituotion romainod fluid. 

Conmitoont of tho fow roaorvos bocono even noro diffi•ult with 

tho frequent change in dil ction of the US attacks. In addition 

tho reopening of tho US offonoivo across tho WESER River on 7 

1\pril drowned tho lo st hopes of .Army Groµp B for o re lief by tho 

newly fort1od Gort10n TWELF'rH ARMY which woo oupposod to cot10 to ita 

relief •13 

https://Apr11.12


On tho northorn front GROUP IlJElTWITZ hod loot tho towns 

of OOEST and HAMM on 6 .April. Two doya lotor it roportod boing 

under violont attack, and roquostod pornission to withdraw behind 

tho RUHR Rivor. This roquoat wos doniod by Army Group B which 

had explicit ordora thot ovary position woo to bo hold atoll 

oo~.~4 . 

On tho southern front FIFrH PANZER ARMY hnd boon forcod 

to abandon its proparod positions a long tho SIID Ri vor on 7 

1\pril·.15 

Meanwhile on tho eastern front tho FIFI'mITH ARMY hnd 

boon forcod bock to a lino extending from tho town of HIICHmmACK, 

northoaat through S001ALLENDERG1 to o point coot of MESCHEDE, 

16and had u.r£3ontly roquoctod roinforconcnta. 

NOTES FOR CHAP.rER 4 

¼j. Gen. Karl von Wagner, "Bottles of A Gp 13 on the 
Rho in ( 22 Mor - 17 1\pr 1945)" par 90. 

2Ibid; pa ooiI1. 

3Lt. Gon. Fritz Baycrloin, Crack Panzer Divioion and 
whc. t 1\lliod 1\1rpowor did to it between D-Day and V-DayJ {1\FO
696, U.s, Arny, Air PW Intorrogotion Dotochnont, Militllry 
Intolligonco Service, 1945), por 131, 

4rbid1 par 102. 

5After Action Roport, Conba t Cotlllnd B I Seventh J\rnorcd 
Diviaion, 1\pril 1945, p 13. 
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CHAPTER 5 

ON TO THE SAUTEY - APRIL 9-11 
( SQO Fisw;o 15) 

Beginning the ninth of April, the enemy's pattern of de­

f eneo ~ee1 ed to disintegrate somewhat. Individual strong points 

he ld out as stubbornly as ever but rather than the defense by 

or Go ni zed units as before, every German with a uniform was thrown 

into ti1c l i ne as an infantryman. This at least added a little 

story to the show - making it impossible to predict tho resist­

onoc c i t or in strength or location. Truly it can be said tho 

en .ry ,, whcrovor and ,,honovor ho was found. Against this hit 

or .iss oJposition tho Division was ablo to drive in one day from 

th FJ:r:DEBURG- WORMBACH area to tho MAILAR - KOBBElffiODE line, 

c .. co vi nc some fifty square kilometers from tho over diminishing 

The ~ak Forces Start to Roll - April 9 

r lthough CCA hod by now again become a full fledged 

mor.b r of the Division, tho assault was cnrried by CCR on tho 

north flank and CCB on tho sout.1 as before. Inasmuch as tho 

r oad t o •IAILATI seamed to be in more obstinate hunds thnn tho 

'"' 01-~ t cr n r oute , first consider tho activities of CCR's combat 

c lements: Task Forces Brown and Griffin. (Soc Figure 16.) 
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I·iTl' BROHN I I TF WOLFE I TI' I 
I !GRIFFIN 

II 
l I 

40th Tnnlc Bn ( -A ,B, 1/D) B/4oth Tank Bn 38th Annd Inf Bn (-B) 
1 q/c/33rd Armd B/}'3th .Armd Inf A/4oth Tunk Bn 
Encr Bn Bn B/814 TD Bn ( - ) 
l/3/395th Inf Rogt 2/B/814 TD Bn 1/c/33rd Armd Engr Bn 

1 Sq 2/c/33rd 
Armd Engr Bn 

Figura 16. Combot Commnnd R, Orgonizotion 
For Combat - April 9. 

With the doughboya mounted on the tanks, Task Force Wolfe 

(a subdivision of Task Force Brown) moved out of FREDEBURG at 

1f irst 110ht enroute to HEIMDGHAU~, four kilometers away. In 

the f irst twlo hours five W1defended road blocks were encountered 

. c~r;msistill6 of felled trees, rubble, destroyed vehicles, and mines. 

To o d to the impediments of the trip, the Krauts filled the 

vo. llcy with a concontr ted smoke screon which reduced visibility 

nnd spcod to nearly zero. Through tho aftornoon as tho advance 

oontin wd octivo rosistanco was addo~ to passive. Small arme 

fire wn orieountered.1 . than tho weight of automet1c weapons 

ond mortars was added, W1til firelly nightfall found tho troops 

confronting tho tank-infantry dofcndod stronghold of MAILAR. 
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In tho itcr1m1 Task Forco Griffin hod bum.pod into much 

th sane situation o few thousand yards to tho south. Road blocks 

and incr csin ly strong opposition rostrictod movement. By tho 

tine BERGHAUSEN hod boon rcoohod 1mposaiblo road conditions 

bogged tho column down oomplotoly.2 Fortunately, thot :pnrt of 

Company C of tho 33rd Armored Engineer Battalion supporting tho 

Task Force accompliahod a quick ropoir job on tho rood an:l tho 

drive continued. Dorknoss found another four kilometer □ clear 

and tho troops occupying positions on tho south side of MENKHAUSEN. 

During tho day Tcok Force Brown had boon in roaorvo. 

Houovcr, with tho pressure strong on Took Force Wolfe from MAILAR 

Brmrn Jieked up Conpuny I of tho 395th Infantry Regiment ond a □ 

cvcninG ~Qproochod novcd to tho heights south of MAIIAR.3 CCR 

ha colloctcd over oovon hundred prioonor □ during this dny 1·s 

n v-. nee. 

Tho dvoncos of tho 99th D1v1oion on the oouth fl nk 

my h~vo conproniood tho on~rzy'o dofcnooo in CCB'a zone. At 

nny rnto tho dcfonoo of thi o ooctor appcrontly didn't □ oon too 

pro·-=-1tablo for littlo nttcnpt WG □ node to hold bock tl tide of 

tho Coub t Connnnd. 

, t fir □t light of April 9, tho three To slc Force □ raovod 

out. Tho ro3ult of o coordinated attock by two of thooo, Booty 



4
and Erlonbuoch, •wrostccl control of BERGHAUSEN fr m ho □ tilo bonds •. 

Tho 434th bnd placed o IDT on tho aouthorn oppronchcs to this 

town, liftlUB on c 11 to ono on tho objectivo itoolf with smoko • 

boinG pl.. cod at tho oono t:ino on tho onstorn and wostorn npproachoo. 

The t 1tlt dootroyor □ of Erlonbuoch led out at 0530 and novod through 

womrru CH to poaitiono in dofilndo whore they could covor tho woodo 

area boforo BERGRAUSEl. Tho rornindor of tho Took Forco crooocd 

the HORI-IBACH lino of dcpnrturo nt 0630 whilo Doaty uovod in oinul­

u noouoly on tho right. Boforo ton o'clock BERGHAUSEN hod fallen. 

In tho nocintino Ta ok Force Rhea hnd occupied FEIBECKE 

'1it1out nucl crgunont and continued to tho north and woot to cdd 

otring of 0w01lor vill~goo to ito li □t. Moot of thooo localitico 

woro inclined to give up tho Bhoat rothor oa □ily but tho big ono 

a t th end of tho lino required a little extra perouooion. K0B13EN­

RODE triod to put up u fi@1t but darknooa found Rhea witl tho oituo­

tion won.: in h. nd - 1nclud1116 tho town, ovor two hm1drcd rloonoro, 

on a large qucnti ty of nntoriol. 

While t io dvonco w o progrcooing, tho reminder of CCB 

,w 3 ~oinc equally well. After capturing BERGHAUSEN, T ok Forcoo 

Bo '"' ty nu. Erlonbuoch tool- different routos. Tho fomor oat out 

on tho OBER BERHOORF - KUKE:UUIDl xi □ and opcnd tho night on thoL 

objcctiv without boinc noloDtod. Tho lottor awuns around to tho 

oouth throu . SEIKENTROP and BRACHT, uohed rapidly through LECK-

.MfillTH, an finally pauacd at SCHWAR'INECKE.5 In thio cnoo tho terrain 

provcl noro of an obotaclo than t.10 Wohrr.1ncht. 
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So ondod tho ninth of Apri1 - a day which sow the 

victorioua atroan of tho 7th Arnorod turn into o rnging torront. 

1Tl n 1n boon broDchoct '"' n tho watoro wore pouring through in 

incro~ ainc voltm0 and opood. Tho Kraut was ovorywhoro dioort30nizod 

and bewildered; hio efforts pioconcnl, his w1its ocattorod, his 

ou-o ly routo □ overrun, r: nd hia intclligonco ostinoto of tho oncr.Jy 

oitu ti n at an 1rroduciblo nin1nun.. And tho 7th was not alone 

in it □ ouocoaao □; tho colloctivo offorto of all tho divioion □ on 

to oircunforonco were hourly drawing tho noooo tishtor; tho RUHR 

w a c1ooncd. 

CCA Join □ tho Raco - April 10 

For tho firot t1I o in tho RUHR oporationo all throe 

Co bet CorUJnndo of tho Seventh wore in operation oillultnnoouoly. 

During tho procoedint3 night CCB (JD.VO tho Roaorvo Cor.rnnd bncl tho 

3r Infantry Battalion on:1 with row ito own 48th fron rooorvo. 

Hero a lao Tok Force Cho puio ontcrc tho □ cone. Tho onocy, 

ahowins littlo inclinotion t o ca ll tho war loot, continued tho 

cf noo in tho only mnnor left to hiri: thct of ioolated pooi-

tiono in dopth along all tho rondo. Unfortunotoly for the Asarooeor, 

the oupport of tanks, ool.f-11ropollod B\.UlS, and an incroooing 

qu"ntity of antiaircraft guns oecncd to bo vailnblo t o tho Gcrnono 

in abundanco. 

T 10 Division's ro in offort - a doto.nu.ned thruot to tho 

northwo □t - woo nodo by CCR. .Although tho att'"'clc w o nchcdulod 
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t act undor wo.y at 0530 ncl tho non woro orgonizod ond roody t o 

r ovo nt tha t tino I ouch n 1npcnotrablo borrior of fog blanketed 

t.1.1 11:1010 '"'re it w □ inpr ctical to rove tho uml s. Tho infantry 

w o t~oroforc diroctod to dionount and gain contact on foot whilo 

tho vehicles followed na boot they could. While Tool<:: Force Wolfe 

o tinuod ::i long tho min ro cl thr ugh OOBLAR, following tho LEISSE 

Rivor, Ta ak Force Brown novocl a long a kilonotcr or Do to tho weat, 

tr ci por llol xi tl on tho roac through GRlJvlMIHGHAUSEN. Both 

tenno onoountoro only ocattcred rooi □ tnnco with a fow pnsoivo 

r o bloc 'a. 

Sovornl thouo~nd yo.r □ ntl oo·o □ ovon houro '"'ftcr tho 

n rninG jur p-off, tl.oir r outoo converged c t c 11ttlo vn llcy vill-

:- GO c llo FRIELINGHAUSEI • ore, 1tllous}l o qu ntity of ar.JC 11 onrn 

fir t_;; :-i'"' to " fron tho t own whicL -,a o further )r otcctod by ocvora 1 

r ... ~ bloc ~o nncl □ one ninoo, tho T Dk Forcco bcrgod in, conoolidatod 

co '"'n undor Lt Col Brown nncl continue to onol usht t o tho north. 

BPflIKE., a nilo boyond, .)rov cl t o bo tho next obotoclo, but ofter 

'IDT b~r C r .D artillery cloooly followe by o tnnlc-in:ilntry aanult, 

tho r eoi tcnco f olded q_uicl'"ly - nottin(s fifteen priaonoro. LoGrvinc 

a or. 11 1 oro socurity .oto cllncnt in BR]l,lKE, t ..10 T ok Forco puohc ~ 

r o:9iclly bruohinG asido npor die onnll nrll.'.J fire which cane fron 

houoo 1 nG tho rood, n soizo:, an outpoatcd tho i I11: ortunt hi{3h• . 

way bridno over tho WENNE River. Fron there, in occordanco with ordora 



fro o -.ib t cotD.JDnd, a patrol ovod tho intorvoning t\lo kilonotoro 

nd rodo phyoicnl contact with tho Fifth Infantry Division at 

wmmo LTHAusm.• 

roc;ro o a in tho other ta ok forco of CCR - Griffin - va o 

of .... □ 111 r nature •. AdvnncinG along tho road through HENGSBECK 

on tlo loft of tho Conrnnd, it oncountorod only alight oppooition 

until i t rcncllod tho hanlot of Blm-tsCHEID in tho volloy of tho 
6 

Tlo 3rd Battnlion of tho 395th oup:portocl Griffin'o ottac1~ 

by clearing tho voodo to tho northwoat of tho objoctivo. Thon, bo­

hincl terrific concentration of rnrching f1ro, tho troop □ ruohod 

t' o town encl. vorcano tho otw1nocl .ofondor □ in ohort ardor. Bo­

oidoa n nunbor of priooncro, tho ~ul included ono 88-nn sun in 

cooc c ncition and 3ovcr 1 vchicloa. T1~oroupon procoodina without 

ol Qy t o the larger act'ilcnont of ESIDHE, tho BODO :onrching fire 

tochniq o wca n lied and. wit1 equal ouccosa. With tho brid.30 

~oroao t10 ESSEL aocuro, Took Forco Griffin wca roady to write 

fini o n fruitful day. 

So ~uch for the Division's main effort. But the other 

conbat commands were not exactly idle either • . CCB delayed in 

the SCITI·lART!-IECKE - KOBBEN110DE area ti11 noon of the tenth before 

pu □hinG two task forces ahead. (See figure 17 •.) Erlenbusch had 

no difficulty securing OBER MARPE and the hills a mile to tho 

nort'iwest before four o 1olook. Thon, just before dusk, tho march 
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TF BEATY i CHAPPIUS I ___ . ___, ___ _I --· - ---;-' .. 

A/31st Tc1nk Bn B/3lst Tank Bn c/4fJth Armd Inf Bn 
Mort 11at/3lst n/48th Armd Inf Bn C/31st Tanlc Bn 
Tan - Bn l/A/33rd Armd 1/c/814 TD Bn 
A/li t Armd Inf Bn Engr Bn 3/A/33rd 1\rmd Engr Bn 
3 Aslt Guns/31st 1/c/8a.4- TD Bn 
Tonk Bn Hq/Hq co/31st Tk Bn 
c/81~ TD Bn (-2 Plat) 
2/A/33rd .tlrr:d Ener Bn 

Figure 17. Combat COl'Jl:'.Dnd B, Organization 
for Co:obat - .April 10 

to OORMECiffi n t 1e crossroads five hundred yards further . 

.- it:. n..., c· s olties at all, ne r ly ~ hundred pri oners had been ndded 

-~ne · o ll j:1 less than seve 1 hours. Ta sl· Force Cha n ·· s, ... ursu in 

.'.1.e r ute to the ea st , a sed throt • BROCKEEII 1 wHh::)Ut inc -

o , :. -c 01 route to NIEDER . Af1 E t' e w y wos conte sted b,/ foot 

ti· ...)q !r. _ 1 l y supJ_orted y an e ond ar tillery . Only ofter deetroyi nCT 

· o· r · ~ : I tanl:s nd n 88 - 1111 gun and taking L ny r sonc couldr ~ 

the ob .. 1.;ct_v be re orted cl r. DY then it wa dm:k so w' th the 

.c~ ont ·: KUKEIJlEIM ·vt lc to th north, tho troo s s t o pcd 

:i. l' t:1c , y. 

C 1.1bat Command A ( c i gurc 18) had but a 11 rt in tho 

o_;_ ,c ...... ·.:..L n of the tenth of A"}r · 1. Movins fron KO ErmODE 1 to in th 
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ofter1J n Task Force R~ea traveled three kilomet ers to seize 

I IJGIIiZJJI. 7 Shortly thereafter it continued on to contact 

Ta :~ Fore Gr · ffin of Reserve ComLland at BrulMSCHEID a thousand 

~ --d G bcJond . 

X 

(\.. ____ \,, ! 7A 

! TF DALEY I 

·, 7t·1 T~: Dn ( -2 Co 's 23r Ar-Lid Inf Bn A/17th Tk Bn 
( .. ) · .• 1d D / 17 -1 ( -2 Co' s ) C/23rd Armd Inf Bn 
··,·,'"' ).I. . ..... C/17th Tk Bn (-1 D/17th Tk Bn (-2 lat's) 
··./c 1 

- t:1 T: Bn 4-.., t) A/814 TD Bn (-2 Flat's) 
) -- j ..... 1 

• • ~ 1d Inf Bn 1/D/17th Tl Bn l/B/33rd Armd En{3r Bn 
1- / / u . .l~ TD Bn l/A/8lh TD Bn 
, /u /-;:/ ·o. rmd : ngr l/B/33r , Armd Engr 

n Bn 

Figure 18. Comb t Command A, OrGani­
zation for Combat - April 10. 

T · ... '": li'orco Daley on tho extreme loft of tho division zone pushed 

t:1ro t~~ BER VALBERT ::i nd on into SCHONDELT. 

I t was c rta inly cloar by now that orgunlzed rosistDnco 

i n t~c Di vision's zone no lonaor oxistod. Tho isolotod res ist-

.nee L,l"Ou_ nd strong · o_nts still blonkotod the orco i n no 

i ) r ti c 1.2. · pottorn. Somo wore hoovily armod and well supported; 

o l,hcrs ·1ci c. only c:i few rifl men. Somo could bo counted on for n 

ln st ditoll dofcns ; others rood ily Gu vo up oftor n few token 
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s' ts . o ono could rodiot either tho location of any port·c-

n lc. r ... trona oint or the ramo of mind of its o•~uponts. Attacks, 

t _on :i.. or , hod to bo Jlcmnod with the assumption of tho worst 

tocot!l r with n hope for tho bo st. 

Tho Co:mmands Assemblo - April 11 

vy now, air was able to report considerable confusion in 

the cno11y roar areas. With tho intol3l"ity of units gone and commun­

shmnblos, unctt ohod troops spent their time aiml ssly 

n:. 1 :.nc ~bout. nd this condition was hardly on ~ccidont; the 

□ )cc: oft 7th's dvJ nco hod left tho Germons no alternative. 

I ncl0 .. , \I i t . the ri1omentum of t'10 nttack G inins d ily, tl1c com lctc 

r duct :. 0.1. tho Pocket o:)· o red to be clooo t h nd. 

' _ e ervc Comro.ond on t'10 ris 1t ushed T sk Force Brown 

:into TEi..f IO L~J.AUSEI-I w 1cro it s ont tho d y ro{3roup1na into two 

sub --1orc , Wolfe and Swc :-1 t., nd rocon 1oitcrina tho rout s to 

tho n · t ' _ ·.nd nortllw st. T.1 3rd Battalion of the 395t'1 moon­

w 1i 1.o '10 d d for the t ow of SIEPERTING wllic'1 it found to bo in 

um:r :.. n _·,· - ..... 1d - ju ina fro t.1.10 fire of tanks nd automatic 

u 2: n ... w:1ic1 1ourcd out of it.8 
J owcvcr, sever a l n · ooly placed 

r il l ry concontr '"' tions o~ c~r d to discour ae tic defcndcro, forty 

:i. ,uon c2vc u· t _. c .use OJ lo ot . 

:i: tor SIEPERTING T.... cl,. Force Griffin drove 2 long th rond 

t IUi'l'iII::i.!.C!~ G.::!inst nly oliaht opposition. But it ... '"' ttoc on 
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GRL\i:I, TEIII another five kilometer □ to tho nortl woo hold up 

sono l nGth of ti.mo by nccuroto 20-mm fire. Direct nttack by 

. ~ J~. ·Goon r t nlcs solved thia problem and tho force wos able 

to cnt r and outpost tho objective without further trouble. Ao 

ho ,,H:draw, tho Krout dove loped tho hobit of lonvina omnll mino-

f :i. lu o t .iroushout tho area. Luckily, tl1oUBh, tho locc 1 inhabitnnto -

:i.nt r cct d moro in t1oir own Dnfoty - informed t'o invaders of 

:~c nin loc"tiono, ro f.! tricting tllo da:Cl[)l30 t o t 10 dolay occGoion­

by t·1oir rcri va l. Wit!1 tho Corabct CoLllnDnd CP in MATIIllECKE and 

46 _ :1ri o ncro in tho da ily b .(3, Rer1orvo Cor.lIJ.Qnd WuO : oaiod f or t e 

dr : t · .t would bring .n end t tLio w 1010 oporoticn. 

T~ o ... F roe Cha puio of ccn truck out for the .10rthwoat 

nc I :.. 1 d IJI ZD.i!:R SAllillY by ton 'c l ook on t!1o norninl3 of tl o 

o ..o nt:1. At t'1io p ·nt, t!1c ricn f Tt. ok Force Boaty puohod 

t! ,.,u,..!1 :.:me turned wontw rel tow.... rd OBER SAWEY. Thio little 

c lu .... t r J f building □ hLlGGinc t 1e otrcara in t'10 SlllfilY River 

.. 1.1 ~ turned out t o be --.noti..or .. tbcd of d iohcrd o. It wn o doo idod 

t o :: ~. ::.n .: ctor full d ue of the trcc.,t nont rocorvod f or ouch )kcoo .n 

.., t ~10 c i r cm:10 in fir ot .r.- llowed cl ocly by en offering fr n tho 

L~5lt21 .. 1.o l c~ i\rtElery w1ic. we. ... , in turn, foll w d by n tnnk-

L ;r.1-~i: -t"nk ao troycr .:i oonult which pac ifiod tho do ... ondor o 1n 

0:1..,rt rdor. 

Joxt t o vill (so of SCHUPRUTHEN looked lil~c troubl loo 

c... Tu ok F rcco Bot.. ty nd Erlcnbuoch c nvcrGccl fron t.10 acct end 
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woot roopootivo~, a amilior ouro woo dolivorod. Tho plannod 

attack proved unnocoaoory, howovor, for at 1700 tho burgamoiotor 

came forwqrd and aurrondorod hia town.9 Aa aooty returned to OBER 

SALWEY, CCB oottlod down for tho night in tho SAlllEY River volley.. 

~ftor aharing on 1mportnnt portion of tho Divioion'a load during 

tho paot oovon day'o attack, it woo B's turn to tako ita placo 

ao Divioion rooorvo. 

In preparation for future operationo Combat Commend A 

moved to on a ooemb ly oroa around ESIOHE during tho day of tho 

olovonth, olooing thoro ahortly aftor four in tho afternoon. It 

abaorbod tho 489th Armored Field Artillery Battalion and Company 

K of tho 395th Infantry Rogimont and prepared to toke ovor tho 

diviaion right flank for tho next phooo of oporat1ono4 10 

So ondod tho oocond phooo of tho lth 1\rmorod Divioion'o 

port in tho reduction of tho RUHR Pocket.. Juot a wook ofter tho 

OBERKIRCHEN Juop-off tho Divioion found itoolf confroDting a battered, 

□ taggoriUB advoroory who woo ripo for tho knockout punch. What hod 

paacod for tho Go,l:'I:1£ln min lino of rooiotnnco hod boon ahnttorcd 

tho firot throe dayo_. Subooquontly, hie reoorvoo, coIJIJUnicationo, 

aoo □upply linoo hod boon overrun and nonglod. Tbo Kraut nuot hove 

boon well aware by now that tho oauoo woo long loot. Yet aonothing 

in hia training and background (!JJVo h:lxl tho will to fight to tho 

bitter ~nd. That "Jo no 0010 quoi" mdo tho oorvico troopo, g:rotu1dcd 

tankoro, and oirnon toko up arno and fight alongoido tho ronnonto of tho 
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bnttlo groupo. And oince this attitude cconod provnlent through­

out t10 ran, it would be noceooary to fight then until no portion 

of tho Pookot rem ined unoccupied. Thus tho 7th preporod to con­

tinue t,10 attack for tho enony capability to dolny, horaoo, COWltor­

ottack, nnd inflict cosuo ltios - through greatly dininiohed - l<ln □ 

nQt to be denied. 

SUnr.mry _of Gen.10n 0:porotiona, April 2•11 

Duo in a larao U)Q oure to tho loco of unit integrity 

and t ho o ub □ equont broakc1own of c0Dt1Unicotiono, thero 1 □ di□-

o1pointirl61Y littlo record of GonJCn arJnll unit, front lino 

ctivitioa • . Appcrently only tho acantie □ t of infornntion over 

cot bocl'· t o higher hoodquartcro. Tho genera l oituation during 

t:.i :J · ori d however, wa s aonowl.ct no f o llow □: On April 9 tho 

"Run.r oottma" (Fortroso of tho Rulir) wo □ ati11 r!D into ining a 

nc rly oontinuouo front. Tho oa □ torn portion of GROUP .IIJErTWITZ'S 

n rt.orn front had by now boon forced bock behind the RUHR River. 

In '".cc1.ition, thio Group oufforocl two .j;onotrotion □ by tho United 

St to:J 75th ~nd 79th Infantry Divi □ iono further to tho woot. ·· Tho 

RHINE front, not llQving boon cttackod by tho now US FIFrEENW 

ARMY, ro·~n inod tmchanaod. On t he oouthorn front tho FIFTH PANZER 

J\RI-IY ll.od roootnbliohod a continuouo lino Eiftor fo llines back ron 

th sn.n River. On tho oaotcrn front of tho Pocket tho Gol"!Jnn 

FIFI1EEHTII i\RMY wa a undor continuouo ottnck by tho US III Corpa. · 

(Seo ficruro 191 Situotion of ~rn;r Group B, 9 April 1945.) 
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During tho period of April 9 - 111 tho Anoricon forooo 

kept unrolontina prosauro on oll fronts except tho RHINE. Moro 

op" co m □ trndocl for tino by Arny Group B. Tino was domndod by 

its h i(511cr hondquortors and, in tho opinion of Mnjor General 

vh rmor, t 110 tine night hovo boon put to good odvontago bod 

llitlor boon willing to abandon north Gormny and ootablioh a now 

oinGlo front running fron coot to wc □t. 11 
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CHAPTER 6 

THE DRIVE ON BECKUM AND HOVEL 

:ay 11 pril tho 7th A.mored Division hoc1 pcnotrntcd tho 

cruot of tho oncrzy rooistanco at SCHMALLENBURG and GLE[IX)RF, anu 

wa roa- y to cntor tho noxt l)l'UHJo of 1ts pnrtici ation in th 

roc,uction of tho RUiffi pocket. Conbnt ConrJOnd R wos loca ted t 

WENTHOLT!L USEN, Conb t Comnnd .A at ESIDHE, Conbot Cor. 'Jnnd B 

witl ono t --:olr force ct OBER SAilTEY ond another t NIEDER SiiDlEY. 

Ont~ " ftornoon of 11 A ril oporction inotructiono wore 
roccivoe.. Tho III Corr o 110ulc: continue th a ttact woot '"' n ~ 
nort me ot t o , o otro·r or c... ·)turc tho oncr.iy force o in 1to z ·10; 

:;tl I :1:'::::ntry Di tia · on on tho nort!1; 7tl .An orod Divioion in 
c ntvr; 99th Inf:-i ntry Divioion on tl~o □ out • T1

10 7tl 
r r .orod Divioion w... o t ttack on Divioion order to seize 

t'1 fir at obj octivo--t'10 cro1 south of Ii\KE OORPE ST/1UBECKEN-­
co b t cor.. n o A . 1c1 n wore t o ~rnco -~bro ot on tho north 
(l"i-./1t) ond oouth (loft) roo1cctivoly, Ccn1r t CoIJIJ2nd B ·w o 
t bo in Givision rc □crvo. 1 

Enoro O,Jor--tiono 12-13 A.r112 

T 1 tw 2 o, 12-13 ril, br0Ut3ht tha• cri._,io f r..g 

G11 ou) ' o 1ofon:: . f' he TIUlffi. First, on tho r ornin0 of 1 

l)r . 1 t: 0 Unitcd St to (! 13t .Arr.: oroc1 Divi □ ion br lro tl1rOUGh 

FIFTII :1·JZEI1 ARMY'S oouth front, no r the t own of BURSHEID 

nort! t f COI.DGNE, Secondly , the United t too 8tl Inf"'ntry 

Dlvio o .. ndo a oop ponotrnti n in the □ outhcrn )ortion f the 

Gcrr~n FIFTEEl'TH ARHY'S oootor t o tho t :wn f IDDEI SCHEID. (Soo 

fiQ.1.ro 20, Situ,.')tion Ani.y Grou0 B, 12 .A ril 1945.) 'r.lirc. ly, no □t 
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o :lrecc 1 

□ 

ftc1 
Afl,f.{ .,l 

~0 c, i"1 cin 

of t 10 otnff of tho LXXXI C rpo v1~ □ ca 1turoc1 by tl o '"(th J~orod 

Divin on, v1hcn tlo northern ortion of thi □ An:iy 1 o c~ □ torn front 

crur.blot. bofor tho 0113lnut311t of tl o Unitocl Stnto □ III Cor.1: o.. Tho 

foll ,, .:n clay, 13 i.pril_, tho ro indor of tho LXXXI Infantry Cor:1 □ 

otnf·n, including it □ cor ·~n or Gen c1 r In K chling, was cnpturod 

by t, 7t,1 .[\rnorod Divi □ i on. Thia crioio load to ono f t 10 noot 

problor:10 v1it'1 w :...c tJ. c Unitocl Stntoo .Arr., l1 a. t 

c o_t . c. . 

It wna on 13 A ril tL'"' t Fiolc -:Moral al 1o ol fin ,lly rco lizo:i 

t~ t t>o aituntion woo l oi olooo. Dotoru1nc"' to □ 1)Qre !11 □ troo.1. o 

1 
\t l ". of unconclit1on .1 ourron ~or anc J ot IJ:• ro t·1c ir 11v o, 

t o " io □olvc l i rec bJ or or." Tl e f 11.)Winl:> io 

ex~ L. ci ti I f thio 1ocioion n it □ o°t<-'111 □, a o 

1 -Tc.,. er, c_ iof J f Smf'f, Ar:w Group B: 

t 13 ., :1ri 191~5, ARMY GROUP B 1 fter !.a vinCT 
riouo · o □ "b :l. l 'tioo, cc .. :o to n solution -wl ic: 
.... nt 11 t: _,.__, : :') .orn hi ot or of liar; 1to invention 
bo c.ttr _· · t o t tho r ococ..uro dopto by tho 
. , ~- ·100 :ot b. . .: ttloo in tho :Ebot urine tl o 

OuP ·w•c t ') .:.oaolvo by order, nd, co far a o 
or : l,.,r ·· : nor. T1 . ornina of 17 A )ril 1945 

w~ cl~oon ~a tho · o o--t 1e · "Y n w, ich rction 
2: r . ' - ·· tion w 11 be ox. _[l u t c.. n which it woul n l on~or 

to continu t e bc:ttlo □• ARMY GROUP now crave tho 
on -7 ;,ril 1945. 11 y 0Ulll3 and 

wor o (cf cctivo ~t once} t o bo -_i r 1000 

one: rotur .o .., t_101r ho ··o o~ By ttc ornina 
ll off'ocrs, roaul r ool c i oro, a nc inter-

t3!'0UJ 0--~coor t~ini3 to voluntary ohoioo--to be 
Q(. into t lrOC GJ'.' O l ) 0: 
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fl•· Nc,l~onbatnnt troo:po or auch without orns and 
rJI..1UDition, who, undor thoir conpatont cor.umding officer, 

-would allow thonoolvos to bo ovor•run by tho oncrzy- and 
ourrondor to h:1n. 

b • .GroUJ?o of volunteers, who, undor tho cor:oand of 
a oonior officer, o1thor in uniforn or civilian clothoa 
and without woapona, would try to mko their own vay 
110110 • 

c. Groupe of voluntooro, who under tho COIUlnd of 
an off1cor I in uniforn and arr.lOd, would a ttonpt to brook 
tl~ough to ono of our own fronto outoido tho pocket. 

o order,. or oven a requeot, wao ioauod to £30 "undorc;round." 
Tho oonrnnd by on officer woo (3:rcotly ooplmoizcd 1n every cooo. 

Tho arn:1.oo wero :1nnod1atoly ioouod appropriate ordora, 
tho oicnificonco of which wa a W1dor otood by thon, and which 
woro tranolntcd into action. Tho ooporotiono boann :lrmodiotoly 
and after o fm1 clllyo wore-in tho cooo of soldiers who did not 
bolonc to tho roaulnr orr.zy--aloo oxtondcd to tho intornodiato 
a o r;r u o. In thio way, AFMY GROUP boliovod to hovo OJ.--orod tho 
troo~o tho huuiliation of uncond1t1cnol ourrondor. Tho tom 
"uncondit1 nal" rndo g_uoationablo ovon tho application of tho 
riaht:1 of tho Genova Convention. By thio order, tho 1nd1viduol 
10 boon rollovod of tho roo1 onoib111ty of octi!16 on his own 
accord, while tlo rinoiplo of voluntary onliotoont for tho 
activation of th0 Groups took tho individuality of ovary soldier 
and unit :tnto account~ Finally, f'urtlor bloodohod and oonoo­
looo · oolf-oacrifico voro being ~ovontcd. It woo oven poaoiblo 
that, in ~1io nnnnor, sono of ~10 troops ;light ovoid boina 
co· turod and n1Ght succeed 1n roachin[3 thoir hanoo and tnking 
u·1 thoir civilian ocou·xitiono ooonor thnn if thoy voro aurronclorcd 
unconditionally to tho oncny) 

Tho fact that thi □ Inn wa □ initiated and functioninc fron 

tl i o ato on is aubntllntiatocl by tho followinG narration of tho 7th 

1\rr ore Diviaion 1 action □, tho r.1nss aurrono.oro, ond the oviclont loss 

of tho 1-1111 to fiGht on tho crt of tho Gornnns. 
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To ttock □ of Gou.bat CorJIJDnd A on 12-13 April 

DurinG this pho co of tho oporntiono Conbat Cor.u:~nd A 

woo orcanizod into Took Forcoo, . (Sao ficuro 22 1 Took Forco 

For CC, 12-13 A ril,) 

Tho at-reel-: junpod off a a ochedulod on tho riorninc of 

12 1ril, At 0720 tho Diviaion novod throuch olor.:onta of tho 2nd 

Infnntry RoG1r.lent, 5th Infantry Divioion, to tho 1.rltlCa.iato north 

and thon attaclrnc1 woot toward □ their firot objoctivo. By tho 

on . of t _o .ay Conbat Conr.innd A woo fichtinc in tl o town of 

B LYE an Conbot Cor.u:.umd R had puohcd forward throU(Jh .AFFEIN, 

BLilfffiO.i..') , KUNTROP, ond IWJENRADE, Tl io advance wao rodo acainot 

lie t t -10c1.orato rooiotonoe, 

Corbat Co:ot.Ulnd A wao civon o opocific route of attock, 
wl.ic_1 at-rock :Woo to bo rp o with taok force □ in colunn; TF 
illll!.A with one coupnny of 395th Infantry Rocir1ont loadinG, 
foll :med by tho 489th i\rnorod Field .Artillery Battalion; 
TF '·!TIMPLE and TF DAILEY, Tho infantry was to rido on tanks 
Qncl each task force wao to ohorton 1to colunn by takinG only 
o::rnontial vohicloo. TF RHEi\ attacl:od and captured SELSHEDE 
and in ra1id succosoion O(Pinot liG}1t rooiatanco seized 
RECKLINGIL USEN, SIEDFEID1 .AMECKE, BRUCRlIAUSEN, KL\SDERG 1 · 

MCLLEN, EIBERZIDH, MELSCHED, and HOVEL. 4 · 

Taal~ Force Wouplo was ordorod to otmck wost and north 

alonG tho axia LANGENHOL'rlffiUSEN-BALVE-VOIKLINGH/\USEN with Tosk 

Force Daley in support._, Task Force Wonplo turned wo □t at KASBERG, 

ottnckod and soizod IANGENHOLTHAUSEN. While continuina to ottock 

n~Lvc, Tnak Force Wonplo ran into incronainGlY difficult terrain. 
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I '11F I 
H:DHPLE :1 :ti ~ 

I I ____I_ 
17th Tl<: Bn (-B, 23 UB (-B, C Coo) B/17th Tk Bn 
C Coo,) c/17th Tl{ Bn c/23d 1\IB 
B/23d AID 1 Plnt/D/17tl Tk Bn D/17th Tk Bn (-2 lot) 
1 Pl t/ /814 M co/3d Bn/395th Inf 1\/814 M (-2 Plnt) 
1 Pl a t/B/33d .l\rt.!d ~ R l Plot/B/33rd Arrld Enc,' 
Bn 1 Plat/"/814 M Bn 

1 Pl t/B/33rd ")rnd mer 
Bn 

Tno_: F rco Charpiuo (48th .1.'\red Inf Bn) woo ottochod to Conbot 
Co . .Dn " at 0830, 13 A ril, Thia Tool~ Force wao noniclly in 
Co .1 t Cor.1tu:ind D. 

Ficuro 22, Tool'" Forco Oresonizotiono l 
f or CC , 12-13 .April. . 

But, y t o end of tho day tanlco and infantry hnd entered B.ALVE.. 

At 2055, t 10 Cor.nxind Poot C riba t Coar.:nn A oponoc.:. at IA rGENROLTHAUSEN, 

On tho 13th of ril, Coubnt Corn.1nnd A hod the 3d Battalion 

of 395t:1 Infantry Rogincnt an Ta ok Force Chappiuo (48th Aruorod 

In.Pntry Batta lion) ottachod t o it fron Conbat Co onnd B. 

Ta olc Force Wonplo a tt ckod north at firot llGht but soon 
ound thonoolvoo canolizoc1 with a otroan on one aide., stoop 

cliff □ on tho other and a vory offoctivg rood block consioting 
fa blown undorpnso barrinG t he ir way. 

While tho tonks woro hold up by thi □ r ood bloolc tho inf ntry con­

tinuoc1 n foot and ocizod VOTICTNGIDUSEN. In the niddlo of tho 

rtcrnoon the road block ,ms reduced and tho tanko ushod north 
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fro 1 VOIICTPGHAUSEN. Howovor, they woro again canalized by tho 

tcrroin n an obotoclc. Any a ttonpts to novo tho tonko forward 

r ooultcd in their boinG pinned down by onccy firo, For tho ro­

r.in indor of tho doy thoy wore rcduood to ninor local GD,ino. 

Ta ok Force Rhee attookcd fron HOVEL to tho aoutbwoat 

witl1 t o · tl ooion of capturinc BECKUM, BECKUM woo copturod about 

1330 ~Gc inst n odorato rooiotonco which included wnks and 2 self• 

pr o·1ollocl (3\mS in addition to r.1nchino {3Ul10 ond rifle fire, Irm.odiato­

ly one 1 l a toon of t a nlrn continued woot to hol11 Took Force Wouplo 

r cc~ucc t h r occ1 blocl,. which ,mo holdina up ita advonco. 

c ok Force Chop' iua, To a~ Force Dulcy an tho 3d Butta lion, 

395t·1 Infantry Rogincnt, laW1chod on ottock to the northwoot at 

L OO. 

TF CIL PPIDS j'la.n cd off frou HOVEL, cont{lctod olcnonto 
of t.10 lOt:1 Infentry anc c lcarod tho woo :oi □ t o tl1cir o ot by 
lJJO c. n . u,1- ..,cl on t o cc turc EISBORN by tho one. of tl o clay 
cftor nootinc concidcrnblo oppooition juot woot of EISBORN, 
Tl· D~ .ILEY ...tt8clrnd fr ·· J3i;VIE northwoot over difficult tor• 
r a in nd ou. ~1ortcd tl o attnc1,.. of tho 3d Bn, ., 395th Inf ntry 
Roe( . ont o DfilIJ:r GL0FEl --:nd t 10 l on inc otrip about 1000 
"F,rco ·lo ot of tho town. The CP CC.t w~a uovocl fro · IANGEN~ 
H0L'IE USEir t o DAVIE t 14oO nd thence to BECKUM ot 1630, 

Co 1bc t Cor.n-JD nd B rc..:1n inoc in Divi oion rooorvo and followed Conbot 

C r:ns n 4 • 

T. c Attocko of Co Jbu t Conr.1und R 011 12-13 April 

Cor.tba t Conr.nnd R wa o orcnnizcd on 12 Ai)ril 1945 into To sk 

Forc\_; o o f ollow::n (Seo fiGUro 23, Ta ok Forco OrlJ[lniza tion for CCR, 

12-13 ~ pr i l.) 
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i ....... .,. 

li I I 

TF TF TF 
GitI i .._l r 1 SWEl\T r.~LFE 

Y1 
: l:'j _ c1 Inf Bn ( -n ! c/4o Tk Bn i B/4o Tk Bn 

~ C Co o ) /38 1. r 1.1cl Inf Bn : B/38 .Arnd Inf Bn 
1~ /ho Tk nn · 1 l ot "J:lo.t~/814 ill~ J 2d l lo.t/n/814 fu 

rB/814 .! ( -) I 2~r1 t/c/33 (-1 Sqd1 1 Sqcl 2cl I lat/c/;-3 003 
l ot 1 l ct /c/33d Arr cl 
Enc;r nn i 

I 
TF TF 

BROHU ULTEn 

4ot!1 Tk Dn (-\,D,c , 3/D) 3d Bn/395th Inf Roat 
1 S c1/c/33 dill 

Fiauro 23 . Tac F r ec OrG~nizction f or 
C , 12-1] ., pril. 

C ncurrontly ,,1t1. th jun off of Conbot Co~nd A on tho 

l ~t -1 o·... ·)ril, Conba t Cor 11 R initi.. lly novcd out in one Colurm:.lL 

T ..... : . r Griffin, D tt r · , 4oot 1 t~ ore Fiol rtillcry Bot­

~ .li n; 'l\.. 01~ Force Dutlor uit: 4ooth An oro Fic l J\rtillory Bnt-

k li (-B); Toole Force W lf 11ith 44oth \l'l or o 1 Field ~tillory 

t-t .1·· on ; To.ale Forco Dr ,m . T!.1 otta c1~ r cr o cl r t.. i ly a t 

fir r · ~ inot lic}lt rcai st ancc. -iowcvcr , about 1000 yards wost 

IE.LE , Took Force Griffin wo o cbaolutoly bloclwd by in1:iosa -

1bl r o da ond ox cricnco 1 conoidcrablo difficulty in oxtricatina 

itoo lf . Tho conbot cor .n nc.1 co 1!.Jnnc.1or then ordered Task Force Wolfe 

90 

• 



.

t o bY1 oo 'fuok Force Griffin in tho vicinity of Lu.11IEPE 1 ond 

.ovo o uth, t n wo ot t o ENIORF. Initia lly Took Force Wolfe 

o c untorod o · o ro oiotllnco in thio bY1)QO::J r outo but it woo 

ov re ..:io and t 10 a tt.: ck proc;ro oocd oncoura incly. 

Eno 1Y arnor u o onoountorc for tho firot t1no ot 

S.:'O -l.Ji n a(30 1n later bctwoon ALLENlX>nF and AF.FEIN. Taok 

F rco ·., 1f ,, a able t o bronlc loooo ond ove ra idly thro'llGh 

• 
" F]1:JJ, I<IDrrnoP, to IEJENTii)DE, ohoot1na as it -wont. Thio rti-

c .1 r cti n ,, o cl r octeriz d by 1ta ouccooa 13t1 1ned by th our-

: r io an t o f t ov1nc, often firinc, tonlc colurms. 

o or ti n CCR h ocizcd 16 
5 tiaor t ---n1-o, 20 · ot r tr no-

1 cco, 2 or oonn 1 c rricro, n nun-
o c..r un vohiclco n c ·)turod 8 o fie r o 

Co . t C , ".1 a . .cina tl o in effort on 13 

.r i, Co·· n r in in efcnoivo o~ition in tho 

• tV Ci ~· JEUDIRADE, Iilli 0~ n C1 ECK; clo r e r c o in t cir 

ar c ; c ~ r puloc c t tor .ttll k fro t. o hi . {jrOW n rth of 

HEn ITL, T ok Force volfo ., a 1roctc t o aond a rocon ioaance 

in or o o tthw ot t tL vicin:i. ty of WERIXmL. Thio r econ loo nee 

·.ct oti r io nco t.1 t event 1 lly unt to co mt r tt cl1..o 

1 w c.1c r tho hiGh crounc north of •IEROOil.L in whicl t o oncny 

force o 1. odiun artillery, or u: r s , 11 ams fir , n a t 

le t two 110 vy tnnlrn. Tl o cotmtcr ttocl: w o cont inc by 1 vy 

cone · tr....t18nD of artillery i'irc while Toal Force Wolfe withdr o , to 

ita or nor ofonoivo _ooitiono in tho vicnit~" of IWENRADE. 
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Suwr.~ry of Actiono 12-13 pril 

Dur. nCT t io l oo o tho o oroti na on 12-13 A r1l tho 

1 cin~ olo ·.10 ta of tho Divioion ho odvoncod 12 to 13 niloa oo_or 

i1to tlo on lY hol torritor1 of tho pocket and had c turod ovor 

10,000 )ri □ nora. Thio Ld 1co .nd boon -~ o over excoodincl.y 

if· icult terrain in o llO caooa nd a inot 11Ght to odorato ro- · 

nco by tho enc JY, 

With tho ca )tur ~md c loarinc of tho 1?EGKUI1•IDVEL aroo· .. tllo 

i i forco Yloro nm, in -'- ooi tion of ro"t'.:l inina tho initi tivo 

) . i t o c pturc t ;O IID -l IErID I aro ., ich lotor turnod 

o 1.t t o tho fin 1 ) :JO of ction for t ' o Divioion in ito rtici-L 

at o t 1 r o uctio _ tl o I ocl--ot. 

~- ~tor- ction Ro_ ort, Divi 1 n, 5-1~ 1ril 
1 :. r J 1 ) • 

t o tl t t io 
n -..., o 

0 

1~· tor-\ction R .L)ort 1 t Co·,·, n , 7t • or Divi 1 n,
j , . 7. 

, tor-~ cti n i1 rt, t \rn r Divi ai on, 5-16 "\ ril 
1 , :.> 4), 

0 
.. tor- ction Re ort, Co1lbat Co 10n , 7th Arr r o Divioion 1 

i · ... r i 1 1 ~ , ) 7. 

; J. t r-"' cti n e~) rt, 7t .t\n.1 rod Divioi n, pril 1945, 43. 
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CHAPl'ER 7 

M>PPI:00- UP m1ER AND MENDEN 

T e Division, aftQr having been eo successful in its drive 

egflinat BECKUM and HOVEL during the 12th and 13th, exploited its 

success by continuing the attaok •award H»IER and MENDEN before the 

enony wd an opportunity to regain his balance and prepare his 

defenses. This phase of the operation will be revealed in this 

clia1 ter as being the final phase in the Division's participation 

in the reduction of the pooket. 

On 13 April combat elements of the division were located 

as follows: Ccmbat Command A command post located at BECKUM with 

Tas ~ Forco Wemple Just north of 10IJ:IJIJBAUSEI, Task Force Rhea at 

DLCKl.JI11 Task Force Chappius at EISBORN, and Task Force Daley attackins 

DEILIHGilOFEN, Combat Commond R wae in defensive positions in the 

vicinity of NIDENRADE, KtJNTROP ond GARBECK, Combat ComnEnd B woe 

in div_aion resorvo in the vicinity of KASDm;. 

Enemy Oporationa 14-16 Aprill 

Durins the period 14-16 April the RUHR pocket was cut in 

to and tho oastern portion au.fforod tha last death throes of its 

annihilation. Tho Unitod States 8th Infantry Division of the XVIII 

irborne Corps continued ita northweatorly penetration on 14 April, 

and lato 1n the day modo contact with tho Unitod states 75th Infantry 

Division driving down from the north. (Soo Figure 24, Situation Map, 

Arp;y Group B, 14 April 1945, 

93 



L 

CALE: 
f ·~ 

ILES 

LVII 

g 

0 

( 

X I 



( 

( 

• 2 
94 



Thus tvo pockets of rosistanoo woro ~rootod. Within tho oa storn 

poolcot, w ioh tho 7th Armorod Division was .o·tuicking1 thoro ro­

rno inod tho LIII Infantry CL "PB and remnants of tho LXXXI Infantry 

Corps. 

Tho fino l spa ams of tho Gormin ehoin of cCllmlnd would be 

amusing wero thoy not so tragiQ. Aecording to Major Gonoro 1 

\lagnor on ordor from tho Germn Supremo Ccmnond {Hitlor), ro­

coivod on 14 April, to broakout, was soarool.y rood much loss 

ssod on. Howovor, thia apparontly was not ignored, but instood 

vaa poasod on to tho UII Infantry Corps. 

Lioutooont Gonora 1 Boyorloin ropor'\a ,1hD'\ during tho night 
of 13-14 April ho roooivod on order from Fiold l-tlrshol Modol 
to try a brookout to tho wost with ovorything ho hod. This 
order, Boyorloin cloimod 1 ho did not ovon ooknowlodgo1 lot 
nlono onswor, loost of oll oboy.2 

And so it was thnt on 15 April 1945, Lioutonont Gonorol 

Bnyorloin modo tho docieion to acoopt unoonditioDOl surrondor. 

\·n1othor or not ho rocoivod tho decision of Army Group B to 

"diasolvo by ardor" is not known. Bis occoW1t of this lost 

clwntic day follows: 

15 April 45, Gonorol Bayorloin oarly in tho morning 
drove to hio old division, tho Pz I.ohor, ond said goodbye 
to old friends, Ho instructed tho conm:indor, an Oborat von 
IIousor, to aurrondor tho division ot first opportW1ity, Bo 
had no communicotiona, ovon by radio, ainco tho 14th, Tho 

ookot wo s growinB amo llor ovory hour. Ho roturnod to his 
CP at RAFFLINGSEN. Tbot night ho eont on onvoy undor a flng 
of truoo to tho US 7th Armored Division noor MENDEN, and oa 
o roault, firing stopped at 3 AM.3 



Tho 16th of April 1945 sow tho octual surrondor of tho 

GormDn forcoa remaining in tho eastern pocket. Lioutonont Gonorol 

fuyorlo1n 1 a account of tho forces am oquipnont turned ovor. (Soo 

ficuros 25 ond. 26.) 

16 April 45. At loabt 121000 man, about 20 tonks, 4 or 
5 battorioa of ortillory, ond four gonorols woro among tho 
oaoota turned ovor ot General &lyorlo1n'a formnl aurrondor. 

Tho PANZER LEHR Division bnd ourrondorod tho dny boforo 
'11th botwoon 2,000 nnd 3,000 poraonnol, 8 to 10 mnks and TDs, 
50 armored ocrs, one battery ~f fiold artillery, 200 trucks, 
and a qw:mtity of CJm:l 11 nrmo. 

Tho final dotaila loadina to tho ultimoto unconditional 

aurrondor of tho Gormono LXXXI Infantry Corpa on 16 April 1945 

ro ahowJ in tho following paragrapho rolnting tho aotiona of 

tho 7th Annorod D1v1aion durinG thio phoso. 

Battle of Homer 

( Sao FiBll,rC 27 , ) 

Combat Command A, with tho aamo Took Foroo organization aa 

uood in tho provioua phooo, resumed tho provioua doy'n ttook to 

tho north and wost at 0615 on 14 April. Taak Force Wemple with 

tlo aaoistnnco rendered by two plotoono from Task Force Rhoo, 

had reduced tho rood block which was holding it up and continued 

tho att.:lok to capture tho vill.ogos of HUHSTADT, H0rrNE'rHAL and 

BROCKHAUSEN by 1100 with little or no opposition oncountorod, 

Tho next important obJootivo waa tho town of IDMm. Toak Force 

1lomplo moved up nnd goinod control of tho woods on tho high ground 

aouthwoot of filMER whilo Took Forco Doloy bad moved oouth of tho 



ornti n 
do . ot 1200 while tl 

, 
nttalion, 
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o t proocnoo 

Figura 25 . Ao o bl of Wo t BUREI 
B , 16 April 1945. 

1 • o F rco D .ubo (3 tt lion, 395 ntr Rog! nt) 

tt d oocurc &TIIDWIG rocci 

rt· o T fire fr ho own t 1250. 

a in o own itoolf woro o or ri 
ndina officer of Took 

j r Tor o Daly, xo utivo officer , 17th 
woe talon bo 1 d no linoo n n att pt 
o~cof 1 ontr of our troo a into .u...a·u.:&, 

wished to doclar t o town on opon oity boc uao 
f 011 t ov r 23 ,ooo lliod rioonoro in 

pr o c juat o t ido oft o town . Howovor , tho G ~n 
G noral ' o tor o in w 1 h ho propoood to withir w his troopo 
t oo . nding · un , ono kil tor outoido tho oity, woro 
unoatiofactor nd t 2030 to at o woo roour:io ., 
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Fiaurci 26. oro 
, 16 

-or 11, onto no oti t1on 0 t iER r tiv 

to ita boi ocl.c.r~d on "opon c1tf'' woro rovo lad in lotter 

fro Col ol w.s. r 1 lot, 14ho co ndod Co bot Co n at tho 

t o . Colonol Tr1~lot o tot t Jor loy w a dir etc to 

cont ct tho raJa c nd r n t~ll hil:l 1ow to rch h1o on out. 

coll o 1ro rl.06 w o g1von n llO oticulously obo ad b both 

o· oo. It -waa :l.t o1 pioturo t soo tho Go n nd ricon 

ta .. cout . o a •. · poking their nos a around oornoro ot oooh other. 

Go n olo tin rrivo at o nd poot C b t Co nd t 
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BECKUM about 16oo to noot Goncrol lklobrouck and urgo tho propooal 

of doc lnring HEMm an 11opon o1ty• and allowing th0t1 to rotiro.. Tho 

toruo voro not oa tiofaotory and tho Gort10no woro told to roturn 

Major Iklloy and tho war would o'Ulrt again. 

Colonel Triplot'o lotter further rovoolo that tho poncoful 

intorludo ovidontly bad had concidorablo offoot on tho Goroon 

~rrioon bocauoo, while thoro wao no woo ourrondor., thoro woo no 

rooiotnnco, and individuala and fltlOll unite ourromorod oo foot aa 

our non got within aurrondoring diotonco. 

While tho no3ot1nt1ono for tho doclorinB IIlMER an opon 

city woro boing diacuoood, Toole Forco Rhoa by 14oo hod ooizod 

tho landifl6 field intact and to their ourprioo found that tho 

M ©,Ul □ onpl.acod on it woro not mnnod. Took Force Rhoo' poai­

tion w □ oonoolidatod witl Teak Foroo Daley and Took Force 

Wonplo. T:lnko and TDo wore doployod oo that they could firo 

into tho town. 

At 2030, tho no(!Otiat1ono hav1nt3 boon callod off, Tack 

Force Danube attnckcd and oocurod IIlMER under tho protootion of 

Tank Forooo Rhoo, Wauplo, and Daley. Duo to tho foot tlmt noot 

of tho prioonor {3Ullrdc had diopoood of thoir woopono and tho 

prioonoro woro boconing ooro riotouo, it woo nocoooary for Took 

Foroo Wonplo to aond 2 pl.otoono of infantry and one pl.otoon Df 

wnko to lcoop than in tho oaao. Tho nojority of tho prioonoro 

woro Ruooian but, there woro about 100 Anoricono ar.10I13 thou. 
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To Mendon ond tho End 

On 14 April, whilo Conbot CattlOnd 1\ woo ottocking IDMER, 

Conbat CoIJDOnd B ronoinod in diviaion rooorvo with Took Forco 

Choppiua roturni11B at 1300 fron ottochnont to Conbot CoIDOnd .A. 

C ubat Conr.nnd R ronainod 1n dofoncivo poo1t1ono 1n KUNTroP, 

NEUEiffilillE, and Gl\RBECK until roliovod of thia roaponoibility 

by tho 395th Infantry RoBinont of tho 99th Infantry Divioion at 

0900. 

Tho Diviaion oontinuod tho attook to tho woot on 15 

l\pril wit.1 Coubot CotDOnd R loadins. Conbat Conr.i:md A rcnoinod 

in t10 mlER oroo and Took Forco Wouplo woo roliovod of roopon­

oibility of tho allied Prioonor of War canp at HEMER at 1015 

by tho 395tl Infantry Roginont. 

Oonbat CoIJI.JDnd R attacked frou IIFMER alon(J two routoo, 

Tao..{ Foroo Brown novod north at or;o, 15 April, with ordcro to 

pcoo throua}1 olononto of tho 5th Infantry Divioion at MENDm, 

thon to attack woot along tho northern routo ooizing and holdi!'lB 

t 10 high Bround nortl on at of tho IENNE RlyZl. 

t 09()0, Took Forco Brown l.nunchod 1to attack fron 

MENDEN with Took Forco 81,ca looding. Advoncir13 along tho 

xio Rl\LINGEN-HEirNEN, ho ron into mjor opposition whilo trying 

to novo frorl GRUIAND to HENNEN. Horo tho ooony hnd rokon full 

advantoBO of notural dofonsivo footuroo and tho rood woo under 
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diroot firo fron woll cnnoufla3od 20-an fl.nk (3UilO and 88-rn 

M-AT GWlO• · It woo 1Dpooa1blo to puoh forword. · 'Evory nov0t10nt 

of our infantry brought down onony arti llary firo 1n apito of 

our countorbattary and d~oci tonk firo on sun pooitiono. D::ltlodiatoly 

Took Foroo Wolfo, which hod boon followins 1n oolunn, woo ordorod 

to prooood vi~ HOLUGmJ-BmTIDGIOH-Ki\IllEOF to onvolop tho onOIJ1 

flanlc. 

Thia took foreo novod rop1dl.y1 ovorrunnin3 roaiot::lnco 
1n tho tom of AT and flak~ firo and wont into pooition 
in tho aroa wa ot of KAL'mOF. 

Ta ol~ Forco Wolfe vo a ordered to toko KAI!l'BOF 1n on offort to 

roliovo tho prooouro on Tack Foree Swoat. After tho artillery 

had ooftonod tho town up a bit, Took Force Wolfe, with infantry 

of Conpony B, 38th Amorod Infantry Battalion, ·nountod on tonko 

of Conpany B, 4oth Tank Battalion, novod rapidly into tho town, 

ohootina ao it wont. Tho town aurrondorod without aorioucr 

rcoiotanco, 

Took Force Wal.to quickly reorganized and again with 

infantry n tanks attacked tho rood Junction oillultanoouoly 

with Taa ~ Foroo SWoat, Both forces wore hold up for tho ovoninB 

end f mod o tanl~•infontry atrongpoint in tho oro • In this action, 

nuncroua guns of a 11 co libroo ond 2 DDrk VI tonks woro de atroyod 

on about 26o prinonoro wore tolcon. 

Took Forco Griffin was aaaignod tho aourthorn routo out 

of MEl'IDEN, lounchillB its attack along tho axio MENDEN-an+tERN 
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t 0956. Tho Took Force wao hDltod by heavy oppooition in tho 

forn of cirtillory and direct firo fron M 'Woopona raking the colUim. 

Tho onvolor .10nt node by Took Force Wolfe on KAim!OF not only helped 

Took Force SWoat to advance but nloo, oidod Took Force Griffin. 

SJ?.f.IERN ,mo cloarod by 2000 am Took Force Griffin I.lOVod on 

through Ki\LTIIOF to aoizo and aoouro REFFUNGSm. 

i\t firot light on 16 ~pril, Conbot Cormond R continued 

tho ttaclt with Took Force Brown and Griffin abrocot. Tho attack 

w n prouptly hnltod at 0630 after tho loading olononto wore con­

fronted by a captain; G-2 of tho 116th Panzer Division, who indicated 

tl t ho oairod to nc3oticto for tho ourrondor of onm:v troopo. 

1\ l thou3l1 llo ot"l tad ho ropro aontod tho c~mins Gonora 11 116th 

P nzor D1Vi::Jion, ho woo told to return to hio organization and 

roturn with aonoono '1ho hac1 aufficiont authority to nogotioto 

aurrondor. With thio inforr.ntion hnvins boon rol;lyocl to h1n1 

Mnjor General Robert W. Ila sbrouck, Conmnding General of tho 7th 

1\rnoro Divioion, 1Dr.1odi toly oont Colonel John L. ~n Jr.-, hie 

cl if f atoff, to hnndlo tho ncgotiationo. Colonel Ryan firot not 

Goncrn l V n Wa ldonborg who stn tod ho bod boon onpowcrod to opook 

f or 1-~jor General Fritz Dayorloin, Coatnnding Gonorol of the Y.!1 -: 

Gon. n Corpo. Colonel Ryon id not accept Von W ldonborg1 o atntcd 

outlority to nogotiato tho aurrondor and 'WOa conducted bock to tho 

hoodquartoro of tho LIII Corpo llborotho nogotiations wore IJDdo with 

Gcnora l Bnyorlein. At tbot t1I.l0 tho LIII Corps conaiotod of tho 

116th Panzer Division, l.8oth Infantry Divioion, 190th Infantry 
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D1vio1on, nnd tho rormonto of tho 9th Ponzor Divioion. 

Colonel Ryan, ao tho ro:prooontativo of Gonorol Iloabrouck, 
laid c1own tho ourrondor tcrno: all troops would bo oaaonblod 
in tho do □ i(JI'lotod arooo; all orno would bo atockod; no notorial 
would bo dootroyod; arood gunrdo vould bo placod ovor wtoriol 
until ro11ovod by i\noricon troopo. Fifteen Ilinuto a wore g1von 
tho Gornono to mko a docioion and ot tho ond of thot tino 
thoy folt tho nood of further porouaoion, Colonol Ryan pointed 
out that planoa were avciL:lblo to tho Sovonth and no tiI.x) would 
bo loot in colling then 1n to boob tho oroo. In loos than 3 
ninutoa tho Goroono announced thoir docioion: tho ourroooor 
toruo woro aocoptod.7 

Tho reminder of tho cloy woo opont in tho collection and 

ovncuation of tho prioonora. By tho ond of tho day Conbat Cormond 

R hnd occupied all of tho objoctivo along tho IENNE River ootobliah­

ina rcxid blocl"'o whore nocoooary. 

At 1200, 17 April, tho 7th Amorod Div1o1on woo roliovod 

of roa.)onoib111ty of tho ooctor includiDB accoptanco and ovocuotion 

of prioonoro. 

SUDilory of tho Actiona Dur1I1f3 Thia Pho oo 

During thio phooo of tho operation, tho 7th Amorod Divioion 

bnd continual]J attaclcod north and woot to copturo tho town of 

IIEMER and a ooiot 1n tho nopp1nB up of tho onoay foroos in tho town 

of MENDEN ao well oo puohins on to toko obJoctivoa along tho LENNE 

River. Thia action conplotod tho porticipat1on of tho 7th 1\morcd 

Division in tho reduction of tho RUHR pocket. During ito participa­

tion in tho :reduction of tho RUIIR pockot frcn 5 April to 17 April, 

tho divioion had odvnncod opproxir.Dtoly 30 niloo over tcrro1n in 

mny casoo oxtronol.y d1.ff1cult ogainot dotorninod onorzy rooiownco 
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nd ho c pturod opproxin:ltoly 4o,ooo prioonoro ao well oo o 

corroa nuing lor8() nunbor of onony vohicloo and oquiplont. 

Tho ouccosaful participation of tho div1o1on in thia 

opor tion con boat bo aur:ltlDrizcd in tho following extract fron 

tho Oruor of tho my, datoq 19 ~pril 1945, publiohod by Major 

Gener l Robort W• Ho obrouck to tho officora ond non of tho 7th 

1\rnorod Divioion: 

Tho-•-niooion woo ~o chop up tho pocket you holpod to 
cro to. Dcopito noun-roinoua torroin which greatly favored 
tho onoay1 you drovo to tho ho rt of hio dofcnooo. T110t 
ort of tho pocket you wore to roduco cooood to oxiot at 

o845 on 16 April---good hunt1ng.8 

-
IDTES FOR CJlAPI'ER 7 

½i110 roader•a attcnti n ia invited to tho fact that thio 
inf rIJntion wao ob'Ulinod fr p data after thio oporotion and woo 
n t vailablo to Allorican troop co~ndoro a t thio t1no. 

2Bayorlo1n: "Intolliacnco SW:.lr.:llryn I Air Prioonor of War 
Intorro{3n tion Dotochnont, Military Intoll13onco Sorvic~, Aro 696, 
US :\r ny, 29 Mny 1945. 

3rbid. 

4:rbid. 

5,rtor-1\ction Report, 7th Arnorod Divioion, 5-16 April
1945, p 47. 

/'
0
~, p 52. 

7Ib1d 1 p 55. 
8 ~, P 59. 
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ruMMARY AND OONCIDSION 

l\t 0630, 16 April 1945, onoIJY rooiotonco 1h tho 7th Amorod 

Divioion1 o ox-oo of tho RUHR pockot cooood to oxict. At 1200, 17 

1\pril, tho divioion wao rollovod of rooponoibility of 1to oootor. 

Du.ring t 10 poriod 5 April to 16 April tho Divioion hod odvancod 

opprox:lnnt0ly 30 niloo tbrouth o mowrtainoua aroo whioh go.vo ovary 

advantnao to ·tho defender. Forty thouoond prioonoro woro copturod 

olona wit 1 o corroopondina lorao nuobor of onoI.13" voh1oloo ond oquiJ:)• 

nont. 

To proporly ovolunto thio oot1on it nuot bo kopt in nind 

that tho I:¥3Jor part of tho onorzy troppod 1n tho RUHR pockot hod 

littlo uoro thon tho tradition of tho Gorum az:rG' to hold hin to­

got 1or. Sinoo tho fo1luro of tl .o ARDENNES attack, tho orsonization, 

oupply, and oquipoont of t~o onony troopo trapped in tho RUHR pocket 

had boon dotoriorotinGo ~lliod croooinac ovor tho RHINE Rivor hod 

furt or 1 worod thoir o~ lo, ond tho clooina of tho pincoro around 

t.10 RUTIR induotrial oro h d all but nf)do t1 oir pooition hopoleco. 

T 10 RUHR with all ito induotry could not oupport tho ono!J,Y 

divia no trapped vithin tho pockot. Con tnnt bonbinB, docentraliza­

ti. n of ·I-., · induotrioo, and tho lock of oo ontiol nupplioa ouch ao 

f ol l:, f0 od nndo it 1npoooiblo fo::.-- t~1 onony to lonB ourvivo. It 

io n tablo thoy wore ablo to hold out oo lona oo thoy did. 
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?o· offoot th1o1 howovor, tho onoay hod tllo torroin DU.oh 
. . 

in hi o favor. Tho oa otorn cootor of tho RUHR pookot through 

whio 1 tho 7th Aroorod Divioion ottookod io prodoninontly nountoinouo. 

Doop-cut 1 narrow volloyo with unfordoblo otroono running through 

thon canalized tho novonont of our ~oopo. A oinglo ont~tonk gun 

or o r o , bio,k covered by the firo of o few rifloo woo oblo to 

hol our 0 ~lu-..lT\a 11.p for houro at o tino whon properly placed in 

tl10 oo :1 rr w f:U o ~ Tho divioion ooldoo bud oufficiont DlXlCO 

t o pr p0rly utili:w ito nobility in bypooaina or out-flankins obony 

rcoiotanco . 

On ;o March 1945, tho 7th Arnorod D1v1~ion captured tho 

EDER SEE D and c:roo □ inaa over tho EDER Ri~or, Cc:t:ibot CotJrJnnd A 

w o t c.1od on 2 April w1110 tho div1o1on vho □ till iri b10.area. 

On 3 ril ordoro woro rocoivcd by iho diV1o1on to attack into 

tl o RUIIR oc:Cot~ Tho clivioion novod into on oooonbly area on 4 

-p'!'il in pr par tion to 1 unch tho ttock tbo following nornil'll3. 

T firot \ .:i u~J of th 7tL Amcrod DiVioion I o part in tho 

r o \ct:!. n f tho Rlf.b.F p ,c~ ·0t t o _,: t l:o f ur dayo fron 5 to 8 April. 

w01l 11 rn-1 d ond coor ~noto t"kc c by n 11 olooonto of tho divi-

!.on onbot Cor.u:JDnd .t\ wao nocoo r:; t capture tho town f 

1to aur1"ouncl.ing v1:i..~. o. T1 j o woo priI.loril.y 

ahow oupportod by :rt1) L).!"Y, 1..:. . r .• on~ tLo "' 1r corpo. 

I~. ' "- : :r. uo oory to rodu0 J tl10 SCil!1, L:To'l~RG oroo to ao ~.n on ontrpnt 

.mt t o h nrt of tho RU.fill J?OC!tut, :t;·t woo boliovod,. and later proved 
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1io bo tho cooo., thDt tho 0n01'.J1' ~d-hia boat · tro0po banning thia 

outer ohol.l of tho pookot ond tbct once thio oholl wee pierced ho 

would bnvo littlo loft for turthor organized defonool 

T~10 pioturo po(Pn to ehonao ao th0 divioion ontorod tho 

oecond phooo of thio reduction. Durilll3 tho period 9 to 11 April 

onony rooiou nco progroooivoly bocnno wookorr· While ho woo otill 
I 

"'blo to offor otrona rooioton.co in opoto hie w1h to i'1Gflt tonn·• 

I 
ciouoly to tho loct woo obbina. Tho onony woo ccrryina on a not 

too woll oraonizod dolcyina notion~ Ho woo bocob.ina c11ooraon1zcd 

an, bowildorod; hio offorto wore pioconool; hio unite wore boc ni11G 

ocattorod; and hio ouppl.y routoo woro overrun. Air roporto of 

confuoion 1n tho cnocy roar arooe wore well cubowntiatod. -Tho 

7th • ruorod D1v1oion with !to ovory inoroooina prooouro on 

noncntuu voe in an oxpioitation phnoo. Tho tonk woo now out in 

fr~nt in all 1to alory. 

T:10 period of 12 to 13 April rode up tho third pbo oo of 

thio reduction action. 'rho exploitation woo ouccoooful 1n con- ·· 

fuoina and dioorepnizina tho onony and brcokinG up hio coarnmic -

t1ona. \lhilo pockoto of rooiotanco otill ox1otod they wore iool oto 

an m1ort-l1vod; noro of a her ooina naturo than anythina oleo-. 

Tho terrain woo bocon.1.na noro of an obotoclo t o tho divioion•~ 

adv nco thnn woo tho onocy. Tonka woro loodina with infantry 

ridina on thon oo o o not to rotorC: tho nonontun of tho ottock. 

Spead and. violonco woo tho ordor of tho day. Direction of attock 
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by mok force col\ll:lno woo obnnaod with little prio~ lfOrnil'llJ oncl 
I 

opporontly 11ttlo confuoion. lllrao GI"O'\ll>O of tho ono~ wore boinc 
I I 

bypoaaocl and oithor noppod up or anthorod up by tho 1rtfontry 'Which 

followoc . 

T..10 fourth and fino 1 pho oo of thio ~ction cotorod tho 

period 14 t o 16. i\pril. Thia -wao a continlmtion of tho oxploito­

tion ancl wa a tnrkad by lonaor an ino and noro frocdon of t10nouvor. 

Ioolntod pockoto of tho onQDy wGfo otill bornaoina our colunno 

but hio will for o clotorninocl ficht wa o aono. Tho · rooiotonco 

w o oo "rativoly oooy to ovorcom. With little roorG'Qnization 

our colur.u1a woro ablo to continua tho odvanco. On tho norninc . . . 

of 16 ~pril, tho ono03 crubnitto~ to tho toruo of unconditional 

aurron or. . 

Follovinc tho 7th Arnorod D1vic1on throu(sh ito port in 

t 10 r eduction of tho RLlHR pocket, wo find an oxonpl1f1cat1on of 

tho prir.nry rolo of thic toon--tho offonoivo. In ito attack on 

the wo11 oraonizod or~o of SCHMALLE?«}ERG~EBURG, tho infantry 

w o puohod to tho foro aupportod by arnor, artillery, nd ODGinoorc. 

lw roaiotanco bocono loco anc. opood bocow tho oooonco of ouccooo 

t.hc t a~a t ook tho load m1p1)orto by tho thor unita of thio tocn . · 

Tho ir cor po oupportod ot a 11 tiuoa wl or. avaiJ.ablo and when tho 

vi :lb-tli·~y pom..1.ttod • . 

109 



2,. Rolontl .. ossuro O""l tho W akoning Eno;zy. Onco 

too rtod t o woo.on, tho 7th Art. orod Division ko t a 

n . d~lnying forces. Had 

t. 0 orod Division otoppod t ::., lio lta wotmda ofter rcduc1ns 

tl o S •ALIENBlJTIG-FREDEBURG oroo, wl io a_ pnrotitly tho onomy md 

r lor. 

.Iassons 

1.- Fo.r?Mtion of Task Foroes for Self-sµfficiency and 

Flexibility. The division oonnnander had tank, infantry, artillery, 

engineer, reconnaissance, medical, ordmnce, and signal units which 

he oouH ass ...gn to combat oonnnande in a manner he saw fit to best 

meet tho s Juation at hand, Tho combat oonmmdor in turn had those 

units wi"hl which to form task forcos to moct situations vhich ho had 

t o ovoroomc , For tho attook on SCBMALLENBURG, tho assault ~sk forces 

wore ho T-J in infantry a a it is boat aui tod to reduce such on or n­

iz d os:tionr. As enemy rosistanco began to wookon 1n this orca and 

it bo a ro1 thnt o bra throuc}l would bo possible, task forc oa 

ho V'J a or vith su.fficiont i antry to roduoo pookots of ro-

a· otanoo unosaoilablo by tnhks wore formod. Tho ortillory was over 

nd on inoors wcro attached in pro ortion to tho nood for 

cilitotc th d. nco of tho assaulting columns. Thus from 

day t d y or fro ono action to tho next, tho commondor could com­

bine t· o rms within hist nma to best moot tho s cific situ tion 

ot h nd. 

o octod to hold ao is L'lDin lino of rosiatance, 1n all probnbility the 
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onony would hnvo hod tine to ro-ooooublo and roorannizo oufficiont 

f orcoo with which to forn another ouch poo1t1on further to tho woot. 

Inoto , t 10 prooouro put on tho onony eovo hin no 'ti.no to rooreonizo 

and to clod to groato noro confuoion 1n hie ronko .. 

3 ·.:. .~:(:J.1?.1E0, t 10 Monontun of tho At~ck. Whon tho 

7t 1 i r! . r d ~ l i oio!'l f ~und 1t o lf throu@l tho onony' o hard oho11 

of rooiatnnco nd into 1110 roar oroo whore only 1oolntod opoto of 

rooi~unco w~ro oot~ it puohed on rolentloooly to ito ultiDote 

objor.t"'"vo -t·. cine ovary odvontoao pooo1blo of tho ono~f o uttor 

c ua 1., Evor-~ effort woo e.o t o koop tho colunno rollinc; 

c~oo j_)or i:::-ito t o Loa:i.:·t of hin torritory4 A(flin, had thoro boon 

an p rooi bl ~auoc f or au,.. plioa, r:ointononco, or root, tho ono-w 

woulc . vo boon civo,n tho ti: :o to eotllor hie 'b~okon Wl1to tocothor; 

r cor ~nizo, on f aro f ort 0 ~ fonao, 

• ~~-9.9._.:~G. ]f..:.--: .-1: ..~~• In or or to mintcin 1to for­

wnr, 11.:>vo o t t o 7t Ar: oro Divioion bypn oood pockoto of onouy 

ro oi t nco then tho tcrra 1:n b liowc tllo oonouvor, Tho co pocltoto 
V 

·woro c n .il1Qd by ct ~ 11 ~rt of tho divioion or turned over to 

infontry uni·~o co .n , 1r 9 f )'.'o 1 tho r~ r; Ilacl 1t bcon the policy ( or 

orQor) o .. t:.o div:toion t o olcon u over· in t of rooiotanco r!ot bof ro 

novin~ 0:1.to t1o n xt, th -~ · ,, ulc. .· ..:vo cnino t!10 vit.ol tine noo~o~ 

1..1 
"'·.1 1• '.1'

•. 
' ..~ , 

10"'~ ~ b. 
. 

,.
, , 

t o p:. o1 n tl o o+,w.. u ..>G o l w1·c. a ro cult nt area tor 

coQiJ :. :-1 ! i 100 and oquipn.o. t t.) tho d1vio1on. 
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5. Tho Infantry Follow-®• A vitol pnrt 1n tho cxplolto­

tion by an arnorod divioion lo thot of tho lnfontry which followo. 

It woul hove boon inpoaoiblo for tho 7th Aroorod Divioion to rctnin 

1ta 11ovooont forward if 1 t hocl hod to oocuro ito routoo of aupply, 

procooo t10 prioonora token in ito ooctor, and roduco or ovon oonto n 

t 10 ny pockoto of tho onony who otill hod tho wiil to rcciot. Tl ooo 

j~bc fall on tho infantry and 1 thouch not oo cloriouo, oro oo vital 

to t 10 ouccooo of t.10 operation a o io tl o 1codinG colutln of brnor • 

6. Monouvorinr, to Ovcrconc Rp9\oton.c9• A bb oic principle 

of .:ill "kctico lo to hold on onony in pooition with ono olo 10nt 

an otriko hin in a woalc opot with onotlior. Tho oounclnooo of thio 

rinciplo wao brouaht out mny t:i.noo durinG thio o oration by olcncntc 

of tl10 7th 1\n.lorod Divioion. Thero arc oovoral inctancco of tack 

f rcoo boinc oont to tho f L.,nko or roar of o otronc onony poo1tion 

w11c 1 uao holdinc up not 1or -rook force. Conrerativoly opoody1 

one. relatively oooy auccooo woo t10t with thio renouvor ooch tine. 

7. Chonainr. Direction of Attllck. o th1o opora tion pro­4 

c;ro coo into tho roor aroao of tho onOI.1'11notancoo arc civon whore 

ta □ I- forooo and conbot cont10ndc conplotoly cmnccd their direction 

of att:::1 c.~. Fron tho 7th J\rnorod Divi aion' o point of vicv 1t 1 c 

bo~iovod thio woo done on t10 bnoio of re orto thc.t enQDJ unite 

woro forninc, which if not :ir.1UOdintoly dioporoocl nicht bocono '"'jor 

obotacloo to tho followillG infantry. Tl o offoctivonooo f auol 
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t o l · nt o urJrio, w o r o G t 

out 1~t r in ro:ort y 0 c ono ·zy ffic r. Ti □ io not . 

otr· ct~ ~ccoJ t oc nouv r ut fro· ito D) r ent ffocti noo n i 

1011 , rt c n □ i co r tion, 

n Uoo It io 

c.... _l t :~ r 2c. or' tt ntio 1 t o t10 -: ctiviti s of Co: --. t 

.urin' · t.is o·)orc: tion, It cul: w 11 . vo n 

C01 r t C Q S it '11... . D UC n o □ .ult co t co~ . 1c. a 

\ I L D .' 

Durinr.; t .. io o:) r t· o 

t: c .:_ i 0 1 C n or uooc. t, C 
. , t cor ?D (. i t '"' 0 ult' V 

t. 0 t. irt w .o in r o rv r o tine; 

oulc1. V ( Co '; t 

.,. :J x :oitu.... ll.j □ ul unito t: ir~ 

l o t _') or Co ,)~ t C . .. 
-

I 

::' VO en t : C r o r 0 unit, Inoto t. ' wov r, 

t:1.ro co·· ; t n C. • . io : :ot! wor ..: ('. ·or l 11. 

o. ,.. ------------·· T. o 7t. rJ .or c. ·vi i on 

cooc o 1 )cf or o it o t or ·. t . · o· r 

r ·)r of · t oe J · t o ·, ri n o • . o r ~.c.or' ttonti n 

i o 0( t t. D t t.O c'.ir ct· o. c t . .,-· t . r L .. t i ·o 

t c.~ L tt"' cl~ -.rit.. little t ~:o t o 

. 
} twoon t -: s: f orces ( two o ult 



unit nd sup orting artillery. Consider tho communications 

systom nooc oary to accom 11 h tho above; tho standing operating 

procoduros which nm.st hnvo boo in affect; and tho knovlodgo tho 

oowan ndoro must hnvo hod of oooh other and of tho units they co . -

:runndod. Thooo and m.ony others oro tho odvontogos of troinins; of 

training togothor as a coibinod ams toam. 

Conoluoion 

Wit1 tho bovc ::n.u:ml£lry and lessons in mind lot u look 

at t~10 v t:l l factors wl ioh tnwt bo conoidorod in judging this 

o or ti 

1. Tho onony wno doOr.lod to defeat boforo tl o o ornti n 

bo n. 

2. Tho terrain vao nou1tninouo whicl (§).VO tho odvnntago 

to t10 dofonoo. 

3. Tho 7tl Artlorod Diviaion woo wall su liod, well 

tr inod and oqui od, ~nd 11 in noralo. 

It r.ru.st bo in tho 11 1t of tl oao f ctoro thnt t1 o loaoono 

learned fr tllio oporotion bo a liod. 

cohniquoa booed on tactical c nditions in w ic we ad 

b t ir su oriority and su anocy, in which wo ·wore fighting an 

one 1Y oomiizont of his ult-t. to dofoat, and in w ioh our forces 1ad 

unq oationod propondoranco in non nd nn torio1 my cauoo oorious 

rovorsoa rf1on an onocy -witl equal or ouperior forcos is 10t. 

Success b... ood on such ::it conditions r y not win future battles. 
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:i. t or .~ t Ro.i:ort, 7th Arri10rc Divi sion , So to ber 1944-Mnrch 
1 ) ; A~ril 1945. 

AJ. te · otion Re ort, 3d Armored Division, la rch 1945 . 

AJ. tor ct_on Report, '"'cl Armor d Division, ~rch 1945. 

Al t -~ Act·o1 Report, C01.bnt Conm nd A, 7th Armored Divi sion , 
Sc ) o .1bcr 1944 - Juno 1945 . 

:i. r .. ct· on Ro ort, Co 1b t Command B, 7t 1 Armored Di is ion, 
Oct o o 194 - June 1945. 

t Connnond R, 7th Armored Divi ion, 
45 

· tr on Rep rt, 31 t Tank ttalion, 7t Armored Division, 
J --: 1 re l , A r 1, l'- y 19 • 

ttcl lion, 7th Arn orod Divie ion, 

e ort , 4oot. Arr re · Field Artillo ttolion, 

• · n Ro n rt, 434t· Armoro ~ Field ArtillcrJ Bott lion, 
1 ~.10r d Di 1 io , J u ry - 1:1y 194 • 

440th Ar'l\ rod Field Artillery ttc:llion , 
, J ry - A ril 194). 

c 1 n Ro ort, Arr1or d F.iold Artillery Bcttolion, 
d Divi sion, J .nu ry - lo 1945. 

l Ex l o o /u r in t e Doi nso, R so re n 
Di · i o , The Jl.rr r od School , Fort Knox, Kontucl~. 

Stor f int Ar :~r , ·I, shin[{ton , Tho In ntry 
Ou I 1947 • 

o · n Eur ope , Ge r ~ l Dwi ·- t D. Ei onhowor. 

T10 13.: ltio, Tho Story o tho 7t AnnorcdFr 
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- (c t ' ) 

L · 11 c.; 1 Sun! r , Air Pri oonor of Wnr Intorro t · on D tD c 1-

: Oi · , ~ l it r~ I tclli ~onoo Service, Aro 696, Unitod Stats Army, 
r• • 45 Go1erl.: ll t nt Fritz rloin.II 

cr:i.vt itB-197, XLVII funzor Cor o by H inric on lllott1itz. 

, ~o - o O_or~tion , Fir st Unitod St.:: to s Arr;,.y , 23 Fobru ry -
() :-: -· 194c:: . 

·)or ~ •· 0 orotio s, T\·1clvtl United Stotoo Army Group. 

of Col on 1 W lli s. Triplot. 

... Arr.ry Grou 1 tl o Rhein up to 1t Diosolution, 
- 17 A ril 194::, by Moj r Goner l Carl von W-. gnor . 

:i. St . V t , Bol iur.., 17 - 3 Docori ber 1944, 

E lu t ·on Divi i n, Tho Arr. ore 

, 

11 



Erl>IX I 

: CTICi:L sruD O TIIf R)RTIO OF THE 
. .El TRAVERSED Y THE 7t AIDDRED DIVISIOI , 

~ IL - 16 

1. ?URroSE J ID UNITING 00I SIDERJ\TIONS 

O to1tino in oo . t to torr in r ove a nor difficult 

: : Oi'' ' \ .. ry t~ tho 01 ny . In ny ovont 1t io f ctor , hie 1 

C:)• .., _ or bl dir ct aorin , o nili tory oporctiono. In ordor to 

o:)!)roci t t c rca tr vorocd by tho Sc nth Arnor d Divi­

~-tr·. :; it, driv int t_ o RUHR P cleat, it i in r nt t o 

tot Jogr~ h, nd tcctio 1 off ct in ono detail. Th 

'"'t etrip vcr . • G i o or o x · lo a wida and p -

lo in 1 ngt.1 - ncluding oo 

o G. .:. r In . or 1, t_ o c of t~ia t d lio bot 

o oo 40 ' E Lo it do 1d botwoon 5' 30' 

0 Ii:? itt. a . It incl dou t portion of out 

o~ en tl R " r d it tr b tori , t c 

·fEI JE . ( Sc Ficrt,tro 28 ) • 
,.
..: . t AREA 

ditiona . in0 open t tho 

r. ::1 li o, Gorr. y ... uildor cl:!.1x to t. n , 0·1ld b 

· to lat t1 o . Fr April to on to or tu.re i n 

o ~. Tl n ont.ly r no ... r ci 1 ti ~m i two i c o 

.J. o::·. t: i rt o_ ~f r i • Spr n~~i .10 ~ a0 .ro n t infra u nt •. 
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.

·

·

• 

( 1) Rcli .1. : dr i . ao a t o . a. 

re 1 1ito 1111 .nd inter-Althouu tho ontir 

C' 0 ( lit rtorwoy , t 1 r 1 litt le fixed. tto~n in t 0 rid(5o 

Tl o triliutario.._ f t h WErJNE nd LENl,E Rivor ro tho r -

mx, 11 ort -oc t to ut 1-we ot rid~co w 1ic 

1c~ ·.r :: ct 1 o t tor ..1. ::1 r f t 1 zone. T.10 tri u rioo f th• 

it elf - nQDOly t 10 LENNE, BOHNE, ROHR, c:nd WENNE -

i ~ :\ rn torn '"' rt 1 tl zone into L:r3cr, l o '" 'or nort. 10ot 

Tl vcr 001 laxity t 10 dr oyotcr 

L v..:. · .. , f ~ti 1n unrolc t ad ill · a o. Bot t1 

~1t·t o nd t :o oi t of tho llillt ps '1 bovo tho vnllo a 

wo otcr1-- re cti n. Tl o ro 1.. ti vo 1 stoop ... d ruB3od 

t·. 0 ERKIRCFIEr arc t t o no rly 2500 foot in place; 

r -1ENDEI r o o ly 1 o 900 foot 1 d witl noro gent lo 1 -

oE 

(2) Vo ·oto-t 

, · e r · t.9 ri or vnllo o, tho oron i □ orly 

t 11 o:i. Gor1. " ~ lio ... wi t in tho n rt 10rn f root zone 

:)... OCT :, ... a p :, n io ro-o: · 1 ~tly a wooded notion. 'l\lent -oix 

!? rec t o t.1 countr - b un o i1 root in co traot, for cxa .pl, 

t , .,. . u rcont or Grc~t r·t~ • Dcci t ou !3!"owt , con oooc 

'J.I' booc n n - , bl~ ot t10 1 wor olopoo w ilo t~ o c ni-

oro .o ·1 no · b n t ot . 1 ,-•'1or olc tiono . 
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(3) Surf co ! .' tori l o. 

ro~ o onoi □ to fr t10 ot 

1 rt o:.. l2 J clc.yo b'"'ood n □ le to quartz to nd o n otono. 

tri G _10 ~ or contin ouc r~ino, t ic typo o soil :pro □ onto no 

ff!" ci t oblon t o n · r od riovor. ont. 

( l.~) Culturn 1 foe turo o 

A aonor lly oxoellont r o'"'d not oovor □ tl is ooction 

o "" Tno t1-1 b □t hiB}m yo pcrullol tl o IErlNE nd WENTIE 

::.v -,. □ ond ~ro i tor ootod by two tr novoroo rond o running through 

~EClillM roopeotivcly. A nyr od f lo oser r as 11 all 

::.n: b ::. .1- .t ~ J lnco, t' o or-it r. j rit f t :::io nro suitllblo for 

... h or , tra " io. T o do , owo or, oner lly f 11 "7 t' e □ trc n 

llo - ocvin rrJ f t.o 1111 .lDa o in ocoo iblo t o vo-

_l_c .lor 

Tho prino 1 t w10 in tl c z 10 to Save th 

·. or Di 'I 1 
1.. ~ oo '"' ro : SCilMALLEr ERG, FREDEBURG, NIDEiiRADE,:i 

·rnr. VO 1.. p tion oo groat o 

1 b t ... ro l oo t o~ on roil linoo 

"" r t_ 10ly .. rte: t c ~. icat_:m co toro. 

:; • ,ITLITARY ASPECTS OF THE AREA 

. o r ost critic 1 torro in 

· 02turo ·"' t'10 ro'"' cro t .c RUHR, LEI E, and WEIJNE Rivers but 

i co t: o i i i or i not rooc. t o irot f th oo un pa ao bo-

tw o tl r, toy ( no Oifoct n o oration. T. 1 n, 

r ::k 1 o s ri GO runn g we t1-1-;r fr WEI\ OLTH.1\USEN rovidod a 

·or t o t o ivio_o 1 s dvnnco and coulc 10vo bee 10 
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q to o critic~1 torr 1 f<X!turo m not a by-po a boon ovcilnblo 

Ao f r a t. o firot p .,...oo of t 10 a ttock wao con­

corn , tao t w10 o SCEMAI.LENBERG on~ FREDEBURG wore critioo l 

f t u- a t t o oxto t t oy r r od tho ontronoo □ to tho LENim 

lEi :raver volloy □ ro i..; ootivo:t:,·. Their rocuction w o o oon-

t : 1 t furt~or . va1cc in t ~o divi~i n zon. 

b , Ob B t l ob oorvation ancl 

i.ol a ~1.r ro o::traaoly linitod in thio 1illy, woo o terrain. 

\/ t: l)i ::, cµ-oo,._; nninly confi od to t ortu uo r ooa.o viaib" lit; u o 

□ triotc t loc tl no ~1 uaond yords . Hill to hi ll 

□ or t n w~ excellent o~oopt 1.tm orod y tl o -woo o but t 1io 

\1'"'. D 1 ttlo 1 t t : o tanker contµi od to t o vallc fl or. 

o. Ob Tl o rinoiplo obotoclo 1 t .o divi::Ji n 

...oot r ; a ·:10 • iL.. t yj o torr in t~>gotl or uitn t. o .oav¥ I,,; 

ore t .. ore on. l vo·:'.D t ,,.,.... ~ of1,11tcly re trioto . n 

W t vo: iculor tra vel forood i t o t.10 v:i llo a , o c_ 

:>\L b c::no n bat:iolo '\1:1' o: wo oaai l;' ortifi e1n do o clo -• 

or .o ·.~t r b~rr1 r oxiot in t o oroo. 

of ill 

. 000 n • t.o co'Vor 1:n ~ c co t ro 

ilo hlo . .rcr· ,._; lo oo on wo nl G t i li o i o c trip 

or t irco 1-11 ·10tors wic.o rt:MinG alic;htl n rt oa ot 

:i.. r t 10 junotion th~ WENNE n RUHR Ri voro•. 

An t .. or t.1tl=i of Ol)O :1 f irly c;ontlo t-,rr in f 11 'W O t o HO 1E 

·· vm.:• n ... t_ r ::L @JENRADE t o BECKI.JM, tl~or.c,o wc □t t ISERIDID • 
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:

o . Ac. noin fr o : t:10 icinit o 

t o t.10 ISERIDID -NErIDEU ore"', t 10 vonuo o f p r oh 

-~-.... t · o oon ·c~orc . in ao or... 1 ota o • Tho WEIHNE 1Uvor va lloy offor o 

t : boot r :Y.to f I' ac t10 GREVEHSTEI cro • Turn ng wo □t, t 10 

1 . , r llin 6l'0 U11c prosonto ·ooc1. nvonuc in o itc of t _o oroou 

o · ~ rt:. : ·'·a . Do,,ro:i. e t o 00 lPE STAtJ.BECiilll , tl o vo 11011 o of tho 

a BORKE Rivor lo c iroctly to MEtIDEN nc1 t .o l owl n o 

J '.1. t: 0 '?- b oin bo~·on • 

!, • m/\CTICAL EFFECT OF THE TERRAD • 

T .o .::ro . i w 1·· o. t .. 10 Sovont! ArLorcc Divi... i on opera tad 

t : Red cti of t: o _ i by no r.10 n t ,o idoo l f r 

1 r ~r • In o ly . var;/ f w l oo w th ro on op or-

oven t. oco ,1cro n 

co,., 1 • :~.:. 11 ~ aoc □ w. · c:! .:o t t o cttc.c -;:or 1 colur.m on tho r · ,.,d 

. o: o· tir. cortai ly f,.,v:,ro t c ofon or . An Qc1.vnncc in 

· at t! o r:· Arr.zy of t iroo yo rs previous w uld 

· vo boo:1 gtc t ~l nl wr "n noro dif ic lt. 
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XXX 
111 XV 111 (Airborne) 

xx xx xx xx 
~91 l:8:J7a 1:8:Je 0s 

·xx 
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xx 
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·1c 
xx xx xx
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X X 
B O 7 R07 

3lst rank Bn 
. 48th Armd Inf Bn 

434th Armd FA an 
· C/814thTD Bn 

., • A/33rd Armd Enor 
Bottahon 

.. , I/B/203rd AAA.AW 
~ttalion 

40thTIJnk en • 
38th Armd1nf en 
400th Armd FA an 
440th Armd FA en 
C/33rd Armd 
Engr eatta11on 
B/814fh TD en 
1/B/203rd AAA 
AW eattallon 

xx xx 
Jj9 ~2 ~sg 

..
AO 7·~ · 

• 

129th Ord MBn A(- )/ 203r d AAA 
11th Armd Medan AW en 
446th QM rron Trk co 
3967th QM Trk co 
.A/87th COY Ren Sq 

_Mecz 
01203rd AAA AW en 
Mil Pollot Plat 
Band 

33rd Armd EnQr 
en C-> 
87th cav Ren SQ. 
Mecz t-l 
203rd AAA AW 
en <-l 
814th TO Bn r) 
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APPErIDIX III 

PEROO ffiLITI~ 

•,., or ,-01 r 1 Robort '"'obrouc.: , 0-8588, (Rotir ) , C n• 

·;:;. .i '"' Gonorc 1, 7ti1 .Ari..: oroc1 Divioi on , u o b rn in t 10 t~to f 

ow Y-:Jr _- :> 2 Fobru'"lry 189/' . Ho w o p intocl to tho Unite Stoto 

· 11t i.~• i\c'"" o :~.. f r r. m, Y r ~ l., 1 w~o n c ot .t t 10 Military 

c , o:. ro 15 J o 1914 t o 29 Auau t 1917. He {Jr dUDtoc c :J c 

c :> Lio tc a t m. t_ o Coo ::1t Artillery C rpo. By tho o c of 

Hor c~ r I .o l" c. rc"c.1 c. t10 ra ~ of Ccptc.in. 

0.1. 1 Jul 1920 Gapto L Rn obr ouot trnaforroc. into t 1 F - 1 

· c t o xt ·o r tocl fro t_ o Bo ttory Of iccr-1 o 

C t. o Fiol Artillor~· Sc•.ool. I 1954 10 gr.:w. toc1. fr 1 

l.. • Ge rel St.:: ·· C llo o ''t F rt Lo vonwort 1, Ka 

J :c □ 1 t r, 19 7 
, tod fr t_ o Jm War C• 

d f t.c ?t. Amore Divi 1 n 

Go or .1 j_ ~ t t civioi n. On 

:· vo:. u r 94 o t oo f t 10 7t. Arr. ore Di ioion w 

to. t t ! o r ~ 0 1 , j :>r Go 1cr 1 n 6 February 1945. 

'o: or .1 Ha br ouc.· rotir c. fro t c U ito Stotc Arny 01 

? to: · or 1947 • T ir u ,... _ or: c rccr 10 ,., o w r o. tho Dis-

Service eu."1, t_ o Silver S~r, t 1 lcCTiO of Merit, a 

t:1 r z St .r 1oc.o1. 

C 1 l W 111 ·. San ol Tr_pl t, 0-15815, c nc.or f Co .b'" t 

in t : o ate to of 1 is ouri on 21 So t o . bcr 1899 . 

Fr :· 1 J 1917 t 13 I-ID 1919 , o w a enlistee. in t. o Unit S-wto 

12 I 
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Ar. • l O .To.,; 0 C 1 toe t ~ t : U · toe St.: to 1 · 1 ·tar.,- Ac 1o-zy ..r o. 

,I.:. oc c~ \I a '- c...,uot ..., t t. o M 11 tory i'io dor fro· 6 July 1920 

b 11 J 1 1924 • On 12 J · o 1924 ho bocor.10 Soc on Liouto1 .nt of 

I .:f'c try. 

Col onel Triplet r:;r u toe fror. t10 Arny Ta nk Sc.1001 in 1930. 

I 1933 .. o crr c'un toc fro·. ~ o 1y Offioor' o Gour o, To Infantry 

o:o 1. Ilo co· loto 1 □ f n:n 1 oc ucation grn uotinB fro .1 t o Con-

_,.., . Cl ..., Go:.ior.... l S~ .... Co llage a t Fort Lonv-onwort.1, Konsas in 1939. 

Fob ~ ry 1941 ho was r 1oto t t 10 r n 11: of Ma j or an. 

~ o: · Q · 111 Col nol .1 29 Dooo .bar 19!~2. 

' :> l o·o Tr_pl t w .o w~r c.o t c Sil er Star, to w gi on of 

-1or , t' o r zo Ster Mo ol with 0 k w f Clu tor nd t o Purple 

.... ...
• l ., , J.. f Cl .otors • 

1 nol J osop Farr 11 sl 11, 0-18 197, (Rotiro ~), c -

. ,;> Co Jy t B, w o bor 11 t o stc to of J br ska n 

1 J 1- 19 into t o t o Unitoc. Sta too 1111tary Aca o. i.y 

f :u · : , Yor_,._ w u "' cci ct at tho Militor· Ac co fro· 1 July 

1 ,:i6 t J 1 J o 1 30. Ho n a crr c.uc t oe. s o Second Liouten nt of 

I t r y . 

On 12 J c 1932 o tr a:.t'orrc c.1 t o t .. o Co lry. bocc~:?O 

to o ·· t. o ro 1 r oourco t ~o Co lry Sc ol in 1938 m 

tor GrD1 u to~ J..ro_ to Ad oo ~ Equiuti n C uroo thoro. 

Co .. ~ 11 [?:'Cc ..., tou "'ro .. t o Co· nc. nc. Go r l Sta :i. C llo o, 

1 rt ... v . w rt 1, I ona in 1941. 

1 
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0 l Fobi--u ry 1942 ..1 "' a r oto to t 1 r n.l of f.t: jor on~ 

to : l o l on 5 fo oL or 1943. 

Col on 1 H: el~ 11 wno r otir c. frot tho Unitoc.~ Stntc ... Arny on 

.:.., 0 ; o r 1946 . Hi (l oo r · t n inclu :,o tho Silver Ster, the 

n ~ tho Br o zo Stor M, 1. 

I C l o ol Fr1..nci r -or T ·1p1-1· ... , 0-11210, (Rotiro ~), con-

".n "' r Cor b t Cot '"' nc Roe r , w o bor n in tho to of Kons 

o 6 Oat ".J r 1896 . H ·~ o c po i t t to th Unite Stnto □ Milit ry 

· l" :1 Ar : o'.:1C. 1.. nc. 1 • o C"'C1.ot t tl o lili .ry Ac .o· fro. 

1r:: J .:. , 1 l t o 11 Jun l 18 . R c;r" c.U.::t ~ 0 ~ Socon Li utomnt 

o·"' C =. lry. 

In 19 ! o · ct: toe f r o The C~v lry Sc oo l I Troop Officer 1 " 

C "'· ,... ... E_ui.i. ti n Couroo t .. ro in 19 9. 

I c;rc tc . .ro~ t.. Co-- n 

Tw y r:r o lr t r Col on 1 To_1 l·in gr uotoc 

._.... 0 C. t ee l W; rf r so_ 1. In 1940 cuJ.Jlin'; t 1 i . "on . 1 

. ~ C.u .ti1 fr o_ t. ~r Wa r Co l l o o . 

0. 1 JuL 194r, to t o r cn., o"' 1ull Col on 1. 

.,.r r.. t c Unite' S ~to An n 51 J uly 1947 El Colon 1 

D:J. 

l ::m 1 T l·t:1:: ., o , 1c. r c'. . ·t.1c Silvcr Ster, t 1 ID i of 

. j_" i t Ti .• O· r w~ Cl '"' tor "" n:i. th Br nz S-mr Mo. l , 
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!'1C r or ~l 'E. 0.1 J . 11- , 00 :1~ , 0 ·I Yor : , 0 siC1..- l-
J.(,, •C. .... C .. 1 : n., c, L v . ... try "t lion , on 5 i\pril 

l L~ le ·iort , tho Mo o l 0 Honor . Ho 

11 ': t: :) ly uo ~b r of t: 7t_1 Arr. or Di i i n t o rccoivo tl iG 

c :i"' ::1 -C on ur n t ...10 :p ri c~ 5 - 16 April 19L1-5. Bi 0 citoti n 

1. 11 '\/0 : 

Fi rur 50 . W llin S:nuol Tr 1 t 
Cl nol 
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Figure 31 . ·Or nera bert Hasbrouck worki Ter a p duri op the ·r POC 
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7t- l'lrr. oroc Di vi£: n Unit C : nc. r 
( 5 - 1 ~ ril 1945) 

nc.or Mnj Gon Robert W. H obrouc: 

C 1 01 o l Willi S . Tripl t 

C C l one 1 J ... p - F. II"' 1~c: 11 

Colonel F . • To . Jk ina 

0 rt l llory Col n 1 0 . W. ~rtin 

Colonel Andr w A ."' 

t . r;1~ . - ... ... Lt Col J o_ • Wo 1,J lo 

Lt Col Rob rt C • Erl nb ocl 

l-0 :_ T Lt C 1 J ohn c. Br ,m 

I _tr Lt C 1 R b rt L. 

-1Lt Col re Gri ~ 

Lt C 1 Ric r D. C piu... 

3--·t: -: -.. lr Ren Sq ( , oz ) Lt C 1 Vi cont L • .B 

Lt C 1 Cl o A. Kol or 

l t '.. :.r: .. :>r c. S 1 C Lt C 1 ». r son .1. lfoDornott 

. :; ;-t_ :·..r:.:>r o ~ F l e. lirty B Lt Col J. · G. Du uins n 

~Ot.__ , .. or c. F . 1: Arty D1 Lt Col N rr. n E . rt 

Lt C 1 J :.100 w. Mim r 

l t Lt Co l Ge r . o E . Hu 100 

c He ic 1 Bn Lt Col J lm E. Bolnr :' 
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APPEiIDIX IV 

7t!. M ::ir e, Divioi n 

S"r.ATISTICS 

C.1r o.1 1 & 

1 Mr r 42 !fort orn Franco 
13 Jun 44 Ar.cnnos 

t (Dt65) 10 Au0 44 Rhinoloncl 
Contra 1 Euro o 

15 l1uc 44 
E:n ir Diviaion 14 AU[; 44 

D"' n C · t 17 

Cc. o. ltio (Toni:...'1tivo) Indivie.mu 1 Aw o. r . 

887 DSC 4 
4,474 le on f Merit 16 
1,oc:;o Silvor Stor 58 

Sol c.ior Moco 1 65 
Bronzo S r 2,907 

,150 Air Mo 1 95 
4,35 · 

lti s 10,50 

:i. T /o Stron[st 9 .4 .~l T Jon 113,041 

c Q..!_Q.§I!lQ.L 

ORGAl'IIC UllITS 

C . bat C L .n n A 
ca-:b t c ·..ien B 

. 23c. Ari~ rcu Inf\.. ntry Bn 7t 1 Covn lry Ren Sq (Mocz)
38t. Art oroa Inf...ntry Bn 33d Arn re En in r Bn 

t L Arr ro ~ I. ntry Bn 147t1 Ar: ore Sien 1 Co 

43!~th Arn roe Field Artillery ttoli n 
44ot Arr reel Fiol Artillery B ttolion 

9th ~ - roe.. Fial, Artillery B ttolion 

l · 9t:! Or n nee 1-bintononoo Bottolion. .· l,lilitcry Polic Pl t on 
7t: 1.rr. roe Mo 1cc: 1 - -: tt li n Ban< 
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