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and prepars defensive plans far submission to C_orps. Mo ol o

N (1o Cors commamior yiaited theDivistongr at BOEVANGE ard &
nference with the Division commander is sued the following oral instruc-%

Wy¥zke reconnalssance in force across s he OUR River during night b-F raia e
February and if a brideehead can be maintained there, establish a
bridgehead for future operations to the E." "

escns. The Corps commander believed that the bulk of the enemy strategic
ves £ of the OUR River had been withdrawn due to pressure on the
n fromt &nd local reserves drawn to the N by the VIII Corps attacks
eared thet the SIEGFRIED LINE was inadequéately manned on our fromt,

RIVER: | One serious obstacle to the operation was the OUR River. A thaw had
set in on the first of February and most of the snow had entirely melteds The
OUR River was flowing at the rate of 10 to 15 MPH, was about ten feet deep and

T
I

he approaches to the OUR River

had swollen to several times its normal width.!
wtdugh, permitting vehicular move-

were steep and the terrain was generally v
ment only on primary and secondary roads .S

DIVISION® Res Comd was holding the Division front, was familiar with the terrain,
and tre Div Comir -decided to use this Comd for establishing the bridgehead, At
15004 the Division commander hed a conference with the Reserve commander at his |
CP in BOXHORN. 4 detailed study was mede of air photos and patrol information
with particular reference to suitable crossing sites (several crossing sites
beirg selected) and the following orders were is sueds -

nThe Reserve Command will cross the OUR River beginning the night of
.6-7 February, with one infantry ‘battalion'reini‘orcedn‘(later changed to
2 Tnf Bns) and establish a bridgehead on the high ground N of DAHNEN.
Concurrently construction of a permanent bridge at (P850672) will be
started in order to enlarge and make permanent the bridgehead with
the entire Reserve Command. v

A vigorous recomnaissance will be conducted along the W bank of the OUR
River to determine suitable crossing sites for the assault troops. At
least three such sites will be selected. ' ‘

The LAth Armd Inf Bn is assigned to the Reserve Command effective at once.
The 50th Armd Inf Bn and one company 603d TD Bn will be prepared to pess
to the command of Reserve Command and cross the river over the vehicular
bridge any time after daylight 7 Feb, :

Division Artillery and 25th Armd Engr Bn will be in direct suppart of Res-—
erve Command.. (Div Arty and 25th Armd Engr Bn notified of this immediately

after the meeting). e
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- No artillery r eparation will be flred. ;

CCB vu.ll be prepared to assume command of troops E of OUR R:Lver after
‘establishing the bridgehead, and CCA will be jrepared to assume command -
of ths present troops of CCB upon assignment of CCB to command a brldge-
lead E of the rlver (CCA and CCB notified of this J_mmedlately after the
mee’clnc) o : o

RESERVE COLE“"’D‘ CO Reserve Cornm.,nd called & meeting of the COs of 9th nrnd Inf
Bn, Y, 4th Armd Inf Bn and 86th Cav Rcn Sq Mecz, and at 1630A commenced planning the
operation, The patrols projected to the W bank of the OUR River for night 5-6

Fep were increased and officers from the 44th Armd Inf Bn were assigned fo accompany.
enginesr pat,rols during the night 5—6 Feb and reconnoiter the W bank of the rlver. :

‘\‘ ¥

! ROTATION: The CG directed that arrangements be made with 17th AB Div for rellef ‘
| of Co C 15th Tk Bn, atchd to 17th AB Div on 6 Feb 45, with a TD Co.of 603d TD Bn.
This was arrarged with 17th AB Div and CCA (l5th Tk Bn) and CCB (603d TD Bn)
notified to consummate arrangements. . S

STMMARY OF OPERATIONS: Throughout the afternocon and evening the Division continued
to improve its defensive position and prepare for submission to Corps déetailed plans
of defense including: comrlete disposition of troops, defensive fires, artillery
fires and engineer plans., During the last half of the day this work went on con- .
currently with the planning and preliminary patrolling and reconnaissance for the
river crossing operation, :

6 Feb 1945

The Division continued to hold positions W of OUR River., Planning and Rcn were
continued in acccrda.rce with orders issued 5 Feb #5. ‘ et Py

D‘“"OY\Y}TA_T_SS[{“J:. Two crossing sites were found on the N:  Sites numbered 1 and 2,
OCne crossing site was found on the S: Site number 3, It was believed that it
would be possible for crossings to be made after dark by assault boats and tnat
foot bridges could be conct*-ucted to facilitate crossing at all sites,

ENGR PLAN: Rcn indicated that a treadway bridge would be required on the KAIBORN
road on the approach to Bailey Bridge site, Assault boats were obtained for the
crossings, Bailey bridging was obtained and made readily available for installa-
tion upon order. A Co was assigned to support 9th Armd Inf Bn crossing on the 8
and C Co was assigned to support the 44th Armd Inf Bn on the N, B Co was c.sslgned
to construct the Bailey Bridge. 1123d C Engr Gp was to assist in'constructing the
Baj ley Bridge and maintain routes forward,

ARTIILERY: Div Arty displaced forward two Bns to support the crossing:
o e 128th Armd FA Bn to (P901678) :
12th Armd FA Bn to (P803706)

ATTAMPTED ASSAULT CROSSINGS: (Night 6-7 Feb): At l9OOA aSSault troops of the 9th
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Armd Inf Bn wa.th Engrs mcved to s:.te No 3 a.nd commenced cr0531ng operations. By :
midnight no troops were across the river, At 1900A troops of the L4th Armd Inf Bn
moved to sites numbered 1 and 2, Site No 1 was abandoned early in the evening as’
unsuitable, By mldmght no troops had been able to _cross the river at Site No 2.

» 7 Feb 1945

: Throughout the nlght 6-7 February e Div continued Tt river crossing opera— o
tions. Durlng the night site No 1 was abandoned and no furtner effort was made to .

Cross_ there.

CG'S INSTRUCTIONS: Early in the morning CG issued the following instriétions to
the CO Res Comd:

Continue your operations today a2long the following lines:

1. Unless blocked by enemy action, continue ferrying in both bat-
talions until at least one company is across and well established in a
shallow bridgehead.

2, From that.bridgehead, send one or two small patrols-inland with
the particular purpose of selecting routes for the further advance of the
battalion. This must be very stealthy so as not to give away the loca-
tion of the bridgehead,

3s Concurrently, construct a foot bridge so timt troops on the far
bank can be reinforced, evacuated or withdrawn and supplied by hand carriage.

‘4, As soon as foot bridge is in, expand the force in the bridgehead
to as much of one battalion as can be employed against the objectives and
continue the advance by day or nights It is desirable that both battalions
be ready to advance at about the same time, but it is not necessary., If
one is ready long before the other, push it oute :

5 Work on the main road and bridges must be-carried out d&y and night
without interruption until completed except that I do not want persomnel
’ exposed to direct fire.

6. All Der'sonnel who were employed last night must be given a chance
to rest today and rotationcdf work parties and patrols n‘_Lthln both infant ry
and englneers must begin at once,

NORTH SITE (Site No 2): At the N site the LL4th Armd Inf Bn and Engrs started
from KALBORN at- 1900A.carrying the heavy assault boats by hand through the

hills to the river bank, a distance of about 2 miles, By midnight troops were
on the W bank, Repeated attempts to launch boats failed. One boat filled

with men overturned in the stream, At O8L5A the first boat was landed on the
E shé-¢. By 1000A a Co, reinf, had crossed, Work commenced on the foot bridge
but desplte repeated attempts the rac1ng stream had no’c been bridged by mld—.." :
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night, The whole operation was merked with great stealth and up until midni
wis still & secret as practically no fire was received at the site or by the

troops on the eastern shore ‘despite the fact that seyeral boats were swept down.
he stzeam, In accordance with instructions, the Co on the eastern shore re-

nsined quiet cleose to the shore,s *

0UTH STTES (Sites No 3 and 1): The 9th Armd Inf Bn supparted by engineers moved
sit e No 3 carrying the boats through the steep hills, 2 distence.
i At midnignt they reached the W bank of the river and by
5A the first man reached the E bank. This was tte first man of the Div to enter
Germeny on & tactical mission, By 06504 & Co, reinf, had been ferried across. At
Q7004 this Co pushed out of the E to a point 800 yards W of DAEN®N, At this time
this crossing operation ceased to be a secret and the troops, cros sing site and
rogte to the crossing site were subjected to heavy fire. Attempts were mede to ine
stall a foot-bridge at site No. 3 but failed and finally this site was dpandoned and =
the construction Crew moved to site No L Repeated attempts were mede there but as
of midnight no bridge had been constructed. ! i St

RATLEY SITE (Site No 5): The road from KALBORN to the Bailey site, the site and the .
8 crossing were reconnoit ored but no attempt, was mede to put in a bridge as it was
covered by enemy fire from the E bank of the river. The Bailey bridging equipment
was brought from CLERVAUX to the W of HEINERSCHEID in readiness.,

17th AB Div: Early in the afternoon the 17th AB Div, which P t 2 companies across
the river about O4L00A, was requested to move NE and take DAHNEN urder small arms
fire to enable the 9th Armd Inf Bn to take the town. The 17th AB Div was to move
S to take DASBURG; and they stated they could meke no movement to the NE and could
give no assistance, Relief: At this time we received the first intimation that
the 17th AB Div was to leave the III Corps by 10 Feb and that the 6th Armd Div
might have to teke over allor part of its front as there would be no other combat
troops in the Corps except the 6th Armd Div and the 6th Cav Gp.

CORPS (RDER:  The Div Liaison officer at Corps returned to the Div CF at approximetely
10304 with the information that the Div was to be prepared to follow up its recon- ‘
neissance in force with & strong force ar to attack on Corps order to the E in the

Div zone with an objective the road from IRRHAUSEN through ARZFELD to LICHTENBOEN.

He also stated that the 17th AB Div was to be prepared to seize the road between
KARLSHAUSEN and JUCKEN as well as the high ground in thet vicinityp and the bth

Cav Gp was toO be prepared to attack in their zone on Corps brdere.

ASSAULT TEAWS: During the day the CG dir octed the formstion of assault teams, to
consist of engineers equipped with flame throwers to reduce pillboxes. 18 of such

teams were formed.

W By the end of the day the determined effort to establish a
bridgehead across the racing stream had placed the troops E of the River in & jre=
carious position. Work was rushed without interruption on the foot-bridges behind
the two shallow pridgeheads and troops were held in readiness on the W shore to
remder 2ssistarce te troops E of the River and 0 facilitate their withdrawal in

p R4 ¢ e

e UNCLASSIFIED. 0




UNCLA%SIFIED

{
the event of & major counterattack by 4i ‘enemy from the STBGFRIED Lmz. ‘Hot food
and suoylles were put across the river to them and nothmg was 1eft undone W of

o“eratlon mlght Succeed.

SUMVARY OF CPE?ATIOI\B: Througbout the \,erlod the Dlv v1gorously pushed its cross ;
ing operation despite the torrential nature of the OUR River, using the maau_mum of

eratl

stealth, to secure a brw dgehead

2The. Division vigorously pushed the establishment of a brldgehead E of the OUR
River.

NC‘iTH SITE (:nte No gl After working steadily on this site since 10004 7 Feb two
foot-bridges (one a suspension and the other an assault boat brldge) were finished
at 0945A: The remainder of the 44th Armd Inf Bn commenced crossing and by 10304
the entire battalion was on the E side., About the same time a direct hit by a mor-
tar shell destroyed the suspension bridge. Up until the time the entire battalien
comnenced to cross, this operation had been kept & secret from the enemy,

seiz: it to permit construction«ef the Bailey bridge. 4&s soon as
on had crossed it moved out and .by dark had enlarged the bridge- %
r_wth of about 1% miles with a 2 mile width and secured the W bank of
the Bailey site. The Res Comd assigned to it Tr C of the 86th Cav Ren Sg ¥ecz.
By midnight the battalion had campleted its organization of its bridgehead in fromt
oi‘ the two sites, .

plan of the L4th Armd Inf was to move'S to the W bank of the

SOUTH SITE (Site No. 4): After :tela,. work since early morning 7 Feb, the foot bridge .
at this site was finally completed at 1145A and the entire 9th armd Inf completed its
crossing late in the afternoon. Due to darkness no attempt was made to enlarge the .
bridgehead. ' ’ £t

2IDGE (3ite No 5): Late in the day the 4L4th Armd Inf Bn secured the W bank ‘
mdve site and by 19004 work was under way on_ the Bailey bridge. It was
d that it would take until at least daylight to complete it.

CORPS: About 10304 the Corps In O returned to the CP with information that the Diw tif
would take over about two-thirds of the 17th 4B DJ_VlSlOIl sector when they moved out
on the 10th. During the aurly afternoon the Corps Commander issued the following
instructions to the Division Commander at CLERVAUX:

At 1118004 6th Armd Div will take over entire sector of the 17th AB Div,
There will be attached to the 6th Armd Div at once three combat engr.bns
which can be used as infantry. Upon securing the bridgehead N of DAHNEN
the 6th Armd Div will go on the defensive &again.

This gave the Div a sector of approximately 20,000 yards and practlca]ly prohlblted 5
any great advance to the E, Corps plans for contlnumg to the E affer establlshlng
of the bridgehead were cancelled and the Division's plans to vigorously push

S s UNCLAéSlFlED
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the actlon E of the Rlver curtailed.

DIVISION. ‘I’he CG decided to assign CCA to comma.nd the l7‘th AB Div sector with®
the following troops-

15th Tk Bn

One Armd Inf Bn

Two Bns of atchd Engrs.
One TD Co

N S A 7 A T
CCA and the Div Arty were informed of this decision during the afternoon and
evening and started planning the relief., That portion of the Div plan to es-
tablish the bridgehead with 3 Bns of Armd Inf was cancel’Led

11TH ARMD DIV: The situation on our left (N front) became of increasing con-

cern, The nearest element of the 11th Armd Div was about 5,000 yards N of us

and just E of the rivers 11th Armd Div was given the mission on 6 Feb to move

SE and seize ESCHFELD, BINSCHEID and LICHTENBORN. It was reported on 6 Feb that
the 11th Armd Div would not move forward until the 90th Div moved on to its N. :
The 11th Armd Div did not move on 7 Feb nor 8 Feb and at dark it was reported that
they would not move 9 Feb unless the 90th Inf Div came up on the N, If the 11th
Armd Div moves to ESCHFELD our flank will be partially covered and tie in on the
final objective will cover a gap of only 1,000 yds. If they do not move up we will
have an exposed flank of about 5,000 yds. The CG telephoned to Carps about this and
received word that the 11th Armd Div had been ordered to atk and seize ESCHFELD.

9 Feb 1945 (See sketch #2)

BATLEY BRIDGE: Work was begun on this bridge at 1900A on the 8th and continued
without cessation throughout the night (which was very dark), by the 1123d Engr
Gp and the Div Engrs despite mortar and arty fire zeroed in on the site, which
killed several and wounded others., Until the bridge was completed no armor could
be put across to assist the troops on the Eastern shore. At 1355A the bridge

was completed and tanks and TDs moved across to support the infantry on the E
bank, This placed the Div in a much better position than it had been since the
early hours of the 7th of February when foot troops first crossed.

OUR RIVER: During the day the stream decreased in width about 35%; the current
diminished appreciably, and the water level dropped about two feet. The bridg-
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ing operations of the ‘Di‘v had been inéde;at flood"‘ért_'.a‘tge.';.'

R OF BRIDCETEADSS. Dridzohsads were Initiated by landings of troops E of bhe SEENEEE
River as follows: , S8 R T Far e s a0

0703454 bth AD southern bridgehead (9th Armd Inf Bn)
070,00A: 17th AB Div bridgehead (2d Bn 507th Regt)
070845A: 6th AD northern bridgehead (Lith Armd Inf Bn)

It being unwise to extend the temporary bridgeheads until each possessed a fool- b
bridge, only one company from each battalion was crossed by ferrying the swift = =
stream. Therefore throughout the 7th and 8th these bridgeheads were unable to
comect up because of shortage of troops. At 0300A on the 9th troops on the S
mQved along the E bank of the river and joined with the 17th AB Div in their Z.
At 1600A on the 9th, both battalions having completely crossed by foot bridges,
the 9th Armd Inf Bn moved N along the Eastern side of the river and joined with
the L4L4th Armd Inf Bn which had extended S and W to cover the road from KALBORN.
By midnight the consolidated tridgehead was firmly established. ,

FLARES: During the night 8-9 Feb the enemy in the SIEGFRIED LINE in front of the
bridgehead shot flares to illuminate the approaches to the pillboxes. The assault
across the river on the night of 6~7 Feb and the attack on the enemy positions on
the night 7-8 Feb had apparently led the enemy to expect a night attack on the
night 8-9 Feb. None was launched.

PILIBOX: Late in the day on the 8th one company of the 44th Armd Inf Bn moved up
on an occupied pillbox. Attempts were made with flame throwers and bazookas to
brezk open the box without success and the company withdrew 2 short distance for
the night. After dark the enemy laid machine-gun, mortar and artillery fire on -
the company, causing serious casualties, which made a further withdrawal out of
direct observation of the SIEGFRIED LINE necessary early on the 9th., This com-
pany was replaced on the bridgehead line by a Ren Tr on Feb 9, and withdrawn W

of the Riwer.

17TH AB DIV BRIDGEHEAD: Since landing in the pocket at 0704004 Feb the two com-
panies of the 17th AB Div were unzble to advance on their objective, DASBURG. In-
quiry developed that the 17th AB Div did not plan to put additional troops across
or fake other measures to secure DASBURG. Since it was apparent that no hridge-
head wuld be made at DASBURG, the Div plans were revised to shorten and strengthen
a shallow bridgehead E of KALBORN and short of the SIEGFRIED LINE defenses.

RELIEF OF 17TH AB DIV AND 6TH ARMD DIV TROOPS E OF RIVER: Plaming for relief of
17th AB Div and of the tired troops E of the OUR R went on concurrently with the
bridgehead operations during the day. CcO CCA conferred with the 17th AB Div anmd
worked out his plan. Corps ordered the relief to take place prior to 111800A Feb
and control pass to 6th Armd Div prior to 111200A Feb. The plan for the N sector
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~called for the relief of Res Comd by CCB on the 10th of Feb and extension of
the bridgehead to the high’ ground vic of FRIEDFICHSSELF and thereafter an i
aggressive defense by CCB. The plan for CCA called for the relief of all elms =
of the 17th 4B Div by 111800A Feb amd the defense thereafier within its zone
The plan for Res Comd was to assemble in rear of CCB to support it in case of
& counteratteck, To perform these missions, these commands were given the
following troops: :
! § : J
CCA e Res Comd
Lith Armd Inf Bn 9th Armd Inf Bn
15th Tk Bn 69th Tk Bn
184th Combat Engr Bn (atchd) 25th Armd Engr Bn (-)
1252d Combat Engr Bn (atchd) Det 996th Engr Tdwy Br Ee
 Co B 603d TD Bn 603d TD Bn (-)
Btry & 777th AAA Bn 777th AAA-Bn (-)

N

* CCB
50th Armd Inf Bn
68th Tk Bn.
86th Cav Ren Sq Necsz
284th Engr Bn (atchd)
Co B 25th Armd Engr Bn
Co A 603d TD Bn
Btry B 777th AAA Bn (- 1 Sect)

It was contemplated tlat the 50th Armd Inf Bn would relieve the Lith Armd Inf Bn
early 10 Feb. The 44th would rest at HEINERSCHEID the night 10-11 Feb and occupy
the left sector of the 17th AB Div Z late 11 Feb after a night's rest, It was
also contemplated that the 284th Engr Bn would relieve the 9th Armd Inf Bn on -
11-12 Feb. ;

COUNTERATTACK : During the day there were indications of a small build-up of enemy 5
on the front and a counterattack at dark, At 1800A counterattack did come in on
the 8 flank; but it was a very small one and caused no damage.

SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS: Div completed the Bailey bridge, consolidated its bridge-
heads, made a juncture with the 17th AB Div and reinforced its troops E of the'
OUR R with tanks ard TDs; and at the same time carried on its plans for relief of
the 17th AB Div. z : :

10 Feb 1945

The Div held its bridgelead over OUR River; protected N flank of III Corps
Z; commenced the relief of 17th AB Div in its zone with elms of CCA. CCB relieved
Res Comd and assumed responsibility for Div bridgehead sector at 15454, Res Comd
moved into assembly area and prepared to suppart CCB. : »
CCA gHinesQ:‘ In process of relieving 17th AB Div in S sector of Division's new Z.  S
e s Y HNCEASSIFIED S
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CCB (Read):  Relieved Res Comd at 15454, 50th Frod Tnr'n oo relief ord
Lith Armd. Inf Bn at “1300A,. 9th Armd Inf Bn rana.lned 1n p031tion undsr control
of CCB to revert to Res Comd upon relief. S e £ e :

Res Comd (Harris): Relieved of sector at l5b,5A. Prior to'relief the Bailey
bridge weakened by mortar fire and heavy loads gave way, Repair work started
immediately 44th Armd Inf Bn was relieved at 1300A by 50th Armd Inf Bn and was.
assigned to CCA. \ :

11 Feb 121+§

DI WISION: With its southern boundary cha.nged to 1nclude the 17th AB Div Z, the
Div commerced its relief of the 17th AB Div., At 10244 the Div with attached :
units passed to control of VIII Corps, At 110950A the Div assumed responsibility
of the 17th 4B Div Z.

¥

Hines): Upon being assigned the southern sector of the Div Z, commenced re-
lief of the 17th AB Div within its Z, " The 1252d Engr C Bn relieved the 194th Gli
Regt at 102230A within its Z (overlay). The LL4th Armd Inf Bn relieved the 507th
Prcht Regts :

CCB §Read2: Continued to hold within its Z (Over lay) and to maintain contact

with flank elms, The 110 foot Bailey Bridge in vic (P853684) was rebuilt by the
178th Bngr C Bn and was open for traffic at 111500A. The bridge site and vic was
subjected to indirect G fire.

12 Feb 194
The Div completed relief of elms 17th AB Div within its Z during the night

mM

11-12 Feb, The 41st Cav Ren Sq ¥ecz 11th Armd .Div was attached 111800A. CC
11th Armd Div relieved 86th Cav Ren Sq Mecz in zone north of Div bridgehead at

23004.

CA (Hines): LAith Armd Inf Bn completed relief 507th Frcht Regt at 1202304, 4l1st
av Ren Sq Mecg 11th Armd Div was attached to the command and closed in the vie

KNAPHOSCHEID (P730585).

3CB (Read)s 9th Armd Inf Bn was relieved in place by 284th Engr C Bn at 1214204,
Jpon relief the Bn moved to assembly area vic WEICHERDANGE (P‘750b12). Elms of
6th Cav Ren Sq Mecz W of OUR River relieved by elms of CCB 11th Armd Div at 2300A.

13 Feb 1945

The Div with the 41st Cav Ren Sq Mecz 11th Armd Div, the 12524, 284th and
18)th Engr C Bns attached, continued to hold its bridgehead, to consolidate its
positions within its zone and to reorganize its fromt llne elms. Lb,th Armd Inf Bn.*
7as assigned from CCA to CCB. ' ,

CA (HlI’B s) With the L1st Cav Ren Sq Mecz and th Engr C Bns
o e o GRS




T Y T T P T YT s TR W

. UNCLASSIFIED

attached, comtinued to hold within its.zone. . The L1st Cav Ren Sq Mecz relieved "=
Tert of the Lith Armd InfBn, the 69th Tk Bn relieved part of the Lith Armd Inf Bn
"and pert of the 184th Engr C Bn and the 15th Tk Bn relieved mart of the 18Lth :
Erngr G Bn within their zone at 2,00Acy

ccB fRe‘a'chZ: Continued to hold and defend its bridgehead E of OUR River.
; Rt 4 $ %
o :

1L Feb 1945

The Div continued to defend its zone, to consolidate its positions and to
reorganize its commands. e : : s

£ ¥ D v =1
CCA (Hines): Continued to hold within its.sector, to consolidate its positions
and to reorganize its command, The Ahth Armd Inf- Bn was relieved by the 41st Cav
Ren Sg Mecz and the .69th Tk Bn. Relief was complgted by 140415A, Upon being re- -
1ieved the Lith Armi Inf Bn displaced to its assigned assembly area under CCB
command vic BCXHORN closing in that vic at 141200A. - The 184th Engr C Bn was re-
lieved by the 15th and 69th Tk Bns.,. Relief was completed at 132400A. Upon re-
lief the 18L4th BEngr C Bn-prepared to. displace vie TROIS PONTS (P670980). The L1st
Cav Ren Sg, the 15th =nd 69th Tk Bns upon relieving the 44th Armd Inf Bn and 184th
Engr C Bn consolidated their positions and prepared to defend within their sector.

CCB (Read): Continued to hold its bridgehead E of OUR RIVER. The 9th Armd Inf Bn
at tLhe end of the period was enroute from its asserpbly areavic WEICHERDANGE to re-
1ieve tte 284th Engr C Bn. The L44th Armd Inf Bn upon its relief by the 4lst Cav
Rcn Sg was attached to the Comd and displaced to vic BCXHOAK in Comd Res. A foot-
bridge was constructed across the OUR River vic (P843650), construction was com—
pleted 141800A.

- : - 15 Feb 1945

4 The Div continued to hold and defend its sector along the OUR River which
is in the northern portion extended across the river for two km. Composition

of Combat Commandss:

ccA (on the 8) -+ cCB (On the N)
15th Tk Bn - : 9th Armd Inf Bn
69th Tk Bn Lith Armd Inf Bn
11st Cav Ren Sq Mecz (atchd) 50th Armd Inf Bn
6034 TD Bn 86th Cav Ren Sq Mecz
1252d Engr C Bn 68th Tk Bn
184th Engr C Bn 284th Engr C Bn
Btry A 777th AAA Bn : Co 603d TD Bn
ez Co 25th Armd Engr Bn
Res Comd '} B “# - Btry B 777th AAA Bn (=)
25th Armd Fngr Bn (-) B e S g :
777th AAL Bn(-) = - =y Div Arty -
: : i ' 128tH Armd FA Bn
212th Armd FA Bn
231st Armd FA Bn

kS
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The 184th C Engr Bn was relieved from a.851gr1ment to the Dlv at 12304 and
was enroute to TROIS PONTS. o5
9th Armd Inf Bn completed relief in place of the 28Lth thgr ¢ Bn v-hlch was 3
enroute to WALHEIM by 14254, _
FO Fo 11 VIII Corps arrived this Hq ‘15004, VIII Corps was to attack with -
the 90th and 11th Armd Div at H-hour 18 Feb to clear the enemy W of the PRIM R, ’
and to effect & junction with XII Corps vic MAUEL, 6th Armd Div and 6th Cay Gp Rl
to atk in zones on Corps arders. Planning and studies began immediately. :

16 Feb 1945

b

The Div continued to hold and defend within its Z. Reconnaissance and terrain .

studies were carried out by comdrs and staffs in preparation for future operations..

Lo change in composition of troops.

17 Feb 1915

Rotation of troops in the defensive line con.tinued to be carried out. f,;omdrs
and Gen Staff held conference for planning and estimates after extensive recon-
naissarce throughout the day.

18 Feb lgéﬁ

Div continued to hold and defend its bridgehead. Div Comdr issued oral orders
far attack H-hour 20 Feb, Task Forces and assault teams were arganizedand in-
struected, Reconnaissance was continued.

19 Feb 1945

The Div held and defended its bridgehead and made final preparations for the
attack.

CCA (Hines): ‘Moved the 161st Smoke Gen Co into position, sent out patrols
and prepared for the attack,

CCB fRead}: Continued reconnaissance and instruction of all Task Forces and .

assault teams, Troops were positioned for the attack., Composition of Task Forces: v

TF BRITTON

9th Armd Inf Bn

1 Co Ked Tk (- % Plat)
1 Plat TDs -

1 Plat Engrs

1 Engr minesweeping Sq

TF BRINDLE

'86th Cav Ren Sqg Mecz

2 Plats Ked Tks

1 Engr WMinesweeping Sq

‘Lith Armd Inf Bn

1 Co Ked Tks

1 Plat TDs

1 Plat Engrs

1 Engr Minesweeping Sg

TF DAVALL (Res)
68th Tk Bn (-)-
Co B 603d TD Bn

~ Co B 25th Armd Engr Bn

Btry B 777th AAA Bn

Ljh'nl AN e

(-)
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Supporting Arfy. 3 128th Armd FA Bn - B/S T Brown and TF Brmdle.._,-s,
Sy i 231st Armd FA Bn - D/S TF Britton and TF Ward. =
257th FA Bn - General Support :

© 20 - 2 Fab 1945 Shas
6TH ARNCRED mvmow ATTACK TH{OUGH SIEGFPIED LINE

1. Summary: b6th Armored D1v1510n attacked and penetrated the STEGFRIED LINE]:;r.

on 20 February 1945 and by 21+ February had secured an area in Germany on a front = =

of 12,000 meters, 10,000 meters deep. The main defense line was penetrated by noon
the flrst day ai‘ter Nhlch the penetration was broadened and deepened in the northern
pert.of the Division zone throughout that day and the 21st. = The attack of the
22nd reached the Division objective and captured the balance of the SIEGFRIED LINE
yPillboxes in the southern part of the zone after which the area was completely. .
mopped up on the 23d, and, in addition, that night a special force drove SE across
the front of the 6th. Cavalry zone to contact the north flank of the XII Corps and
capture NEUERBERG for the use of the 6th Cavalry. The latter was accomplished
shortly after noon on 24 February when the Division, under new orders, began the
relief of the 90th Division., In addition te the territory gained and the persomnel
and material losses inflicted upon the enemy, more than 1,000 prisoners were taken,
32 towns and villages amd about 200 pillboxes captured. The entire operation
followed almost exactly the previously made plans and was carried out with such
precision and success as to warrant a more complete description which follows.

2. Preliminery Operations: (See sk_etch#g). After its drive E from BAS-
TOGNE, the Division relieved part of the 90th Division and part of the 26th Div-
ision 2long .Skyline Drive on 26 Jesnuary, the 17th Airborne Division moving in on the
right (south) flank with the boundary passing just N of WARNACH., The situation
quickly stabilized amd in a few days all Germans were cleared from the west bank
of the OUR River, Colonel Harris, Reserve Commander, took over command of the
line which was held by two infantry battalions backed up by tanks and destroyers.
In cooperation with the 17th Airborne Division, a reconnaissance in force was con-
duct starting 6 February, across the OUR River, which was then swollen to a
depth’@f 6 feet and more, and a width of over 100 feet. In an exception=lly well
COH‘UCued operation, the difficult stream was crossed at two places, above and
below the KALBOEN - DAHNEN road, aml by 8 February, a fim bridgehead 1,000 yards
deep and 3,000 yards broad was established, covering .the road and bridge site, 4
Bailey Brldge was installed and a few tanks and destroyers were crossed to suppert)
the bridgehead on 9 February. Footbridges, expanded to carry l/h—ton trucks, were
maintained on the flanks. In the meantime, the 17th Airborne Division had estab-
lished 2 very small bridgehead N of DASBURG but had been unable to expand it suf-
f‘1c1ent1y to include an approach, ' It was, therefore, abandoned when that Division

as relieved on 11 February and its sector was added to the one already held by
uhe 6th Armared Division, The Division's bridgehead in the N amd the line W of
the OUR River as far S and UNTER EISENBACH was firmly organized with CCA to the 8
of MARNACH and CCB "in the bridgehead to the N. The latter included all of the
infart ry battalions backed up by tanks and destroyers while CCA was reinforced by
two corps engineer battalions amd the 41st Cavalry Squadron from the 11th Amored
Division backed up by tanks and destroyers. This situwation held until the day
of the attack. Plans for the attack were started on 16 February The 90th Division

*
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and the left flank of the 11th Armored Division jumped. off on 18 February and by
evening of the 19th had made such good progress that the Corps Commender deemed ™

it essential for the Division to jump off the following day although the advance =
of the divisions to the N had not reached their previously designated objeptives;;u' A

; 3. The Plan: a, By teking advantage of the bridgehead held by CCB on the i
“.left flank, en essualt could be made against the SIEGFRIED LINE defenses without -
ths necessity of forcing a crossing of the OUR River in the face of pillboxes ;
that 1ined its banks from N of DASBURG to the S boundary. Therefore, the plan =
called for an initial penetration by CCB and an envelopment from the N. Inthe ' *
meantime, one of the Corps engineer battalions had been detached and orders from = = |
higher Buthority prohibited the use of the Llst Cavalry east of the OUR River. .
This left CCA too w<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>