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1 April 1945

The first of March found the Battalion still in bivouac in Hurtgen Forest
maintaining the roads leading up to the lst Division bridgehead across the Roer
River.

On 3 March 1st Lt Henry W. Coffee, A Company was killed instantly and his
driver, Tec 5 Thomas 4. Wagner was seriously injured when the jeep in which they
were riding ran on s mine. The mine was located on the shoulder of MSR that had
been swept for mines and posted by another outfit.

On the fourth of March the Battalion moved to Winden Germany and continued
maintenance of roads west of Roer River, Engineer weather continued to pervail
with everyday being consistantly rainy. There were quite a few mines encountered
in this area which had been removed by other wnits and left beside the road. These
were blown.

The success of the drive from the Roer River to the Rhine necessitated frequent
changes of area. Since this Battalion was usually in rear of the 1159th Engineer
Combat Group area and consequently in the rear of III Corps area our relief on the
réar was dependent on lst Army taking over more area, which, at times, they have
been a little reluctant to do, Consequently, at times our area of responsibility
was over extended although at no time have we been unable to successfully main-
tain the roads in our area and support the passage of all troops and supplies for-
-ward.

On 7 March the Battalion moved to Lechenich Germany which was in the forward
end or our area at that time. It was at this time that the Remagen bridge was
captured. This Battalion continued in general support in rear of Gi’oup area, mov-
ing on 11 March to Walporzeim Germany where we continued on same,»fﬁission on roads
leading to bridge. While at this location the Battalion developed a new route
from Bad Neunghr to Sinsig which was used later by V Corps. © Gompany made a ‘short
cut off N of “Sinsig which turned out to be a good road and of congidersble use.

On 13 March B and C Companies were moved out of their billets at Arhweiler and
moved to Remagen. On the same date Private George Shedlock, & Company, was slightly
wounded by falling AA fire. :

At 171220 B Companie's CP was hit by a V-2 killing 24 Lt Saas, Sgt Gardner,
and Pfe Spinos and seriously injuring 31 other men, one of which was Capt Henry,
Company Commander. - ~ - . P - P B il
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Te Battalion remained at Walporzeim maintaining roads leading to Remagen - °
until 25 Merch when it moved to bivouac area mcross the Rhine about 2 miles east
of Linz and took over area 'E of Fhine up to Wied River. On 26 March the Battalion
was given area up to Uologne - Frankfort Autobshn. Lue to the swift movement
forward of lst Army our work area was changed almost daily. On 27 Maréh wé ook
over all of Autobahn within III Corps area.
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C Compuny removed three feinforced concrete overpasses: from ‘the Autobahn using
considerable demolitions in-the-process.. A Company finally had the ; cha.nce and
erected :Lts first bally bndge e. short -span:on the Autobshn At

On 29 March the bat‘ballen meved to 1Se1ters and con‘ta.nued work in® 'thé.t vicinity.
The main job in this area and forward seems to be route marking and sweeping few
mines since the roads are in very good condition. The end of the month found us
still ‘at’ Selters expectmg to move forward aga:.n momen'be,x:i.‘l.y. y




